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THE PICTURE of the AGE, a Novel. 
156 1s an intereſting production; but we are not quite þ 
i duell perſuaded of its tendency to correet the laxity-of mural 
4 principle ſo much complained of in the preſent day. The cha. 
| rater of Fanny is finely ſketched, but offers, we think, ing 
much apology for the breach of marriage vows. Her prudence T 
| zve fear, will be leſs likely to be imitated than ber aberratiqn, ; 
| | LONDON REVIEV. 
This is certainly a wvell-written Novel: wwe fear that it dbes 
Exhibit io faithful a Picture of the Age; but wwe truft that the 
legiſlature will, ere long, check the progreſs of vice, by intro 
ducing ſome law on the ſubjeft of divorces and adultery, 
which may prevent the repetition of ſuch ſcenes as are here 
delineated, _ 5 | BRITISH CRITIC, 
In two vols. ſmall 8vo. price 7s. in boards. 
THE YOUNG EXILES, from the French of Ma. 
dame de GENL1s. > 2 | 
The work before us, though addrefſed Io young perſons, ard 
zurillen principally for their amuſement and infiruction, 1s by 
no means ſo frivolous as to preclude thoſe of maturer years 


LD 

From a participation of the repaſt, for it is both moral and en- . 
pertaining, and is interſperſed with a variety of intereſting 80 
anecdotes, Circumſtances and ſituatious of indiuiduals, dur- | 
ing the perils and horrors of the French Revolution, are d- 

| feribed with ſucb pathos and energetic ſenſibility, as muſt excite 2 155 
the intereft and engage the attention of the humane reader. — 


|  MoNTHLY REVIEW, 
The wanderings, the ſolicitudes, the wants of the emi- 
grants from France, on account of the revolution, are, in 
Ibeſe volumes, diſplayed in a happy alliance, with many pleaſ- 
ing leſſons of wviriue and elegant accompliſhment, adapied 10 
the curigſiiy and opening intelligence of the young, with a 
fiction poſſe ing the charms of novelty and the wuth ra- 
ture, and with examples of epiflolary correſpondence, in 
zobich there is ſuch an union of propriety, ſimplicity, and 
race, a5 well Er nl recommended io imitation. The 
OUNTESS of GENL 1s Fhnezus how to ſurpriſe and 19 intereſt; 
to arreft atieniion and ſuſpend curinity ; to enchant the ima» 
| gination and to touch the heart, with ſuch a diſplay of ibe 
| - ſimple, the natural, and the. probable, as the reader con 
| Feaarcely believe to be fiflitions. In this Lady's hands, Mo- 
 "wel-wwriting becomes, in a conſiderable degree, the ſcbool of 
Life. LON DON REVIEW, 
Ikgn three large vols. price 128. in boards. 
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THE SEAT OF BENEVOLENCE. 
A NOVEL. 


IN FOUR VOLUMES. 


Br Ms. SMITH. 


Somers, whom misfortunes had humbled till fate could 
not awe nor death diſmay, ſtood calm as a Chrillian 
in the craſh of worlds, | 


VOL. IV. 
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CHAP. I. 


AFTER Sir Thomas had left the com- 
pany of Somers, he retired to his own | 
houſe. e bl 
Every object he beheld reminded him NH 
of b Sophia; he recalled to his memory the ö 


many happy hours he had there ſpentſ⁶ 
with her, during the life of his mother 


and then took a rapid view of the oc ur- 
rences. which had taken place ſince that bo 
period, and by comparing them he found 1 


VOL, IV. | B that 


that no real enjoyment 1 was to be attained 
by a life of diſ pation. 
He ſruminated on the words that fell from 
Somers, that he ſhould never again ob- 
tain her, but by marriage. He had now 
no means whatever by which he could wreſt 
her from his protection, unleſs it were by 
marriage, and this his pride would not 
| ſuffer him to adopt. TD 
Aggravated and fretful, be retired to 
| his bed, and there paſſed a lee pleſs 
night. FOE 
He aroſe in the morning diſordered with 
anhead-ache for want of reſt, and his heart 
| throbbing through the recollection of the 
preſent circumſtances, 
To eaſe this torture of mind, he again 
peruſed the few lines that Sophia had 
written with the pencil, and difſected 
every word of it. 
| The 


3 


The firſt word “ Farewel,” made his 


heart fink within him, and he dreaded 


leſt the event had already taken place. 
He next proceeded, © dear to my heart, 
but deteſtable to my recolle gion!“ 
« Ah, my God!“ cried he, © what a 
lively affection muſt ſhe poſſeſs, that not 


all the cruelties of my conduct could 


ſtance of her regard; ſhe was unwilling 


that I ſhould have a moment of uneaſi- 


neſs on her account, and therefore re- 


| moves it by this aſſurance: how many 
wretched moments have I occaſioned her, 
K and yet thus ſhe amiably returns it!” He 
4 next read, I can die, but cannot ſeck re- 
0 ven oe.” I have been credibly informed,” * 


ſaid he, © that he is ſeriouſly ill; am 1 
then to murder the object that I love! 1 
= NS 
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the object that would die ſooner than 
. ſhe would give me offence, Or bring upon 
me che puniſhment I deſerve? And yet 
to marry. her, what would the world 
think of ſuch an act! Oh, Somers,” ex- 
f claimed he, you have a heart deſtitute 
of feeling, or you would not thus delight 
in torturing a fellow- creature. But I 
ſee how it is, he wiſhes to be revenged 
1 on me for my conduct to Miſs Leſley: 
and yet,” continued he, © that cannot 
| be the caſe; he has it in his power to 
' puniſh me effectually, and ſtill he con- 
| i tents himſelf by demanding an annuity 
| for her, or to rebgn her to me on a dent | 
able terms.“ iP 
In, this manner he rehlaned with him- 
ſelf}, his pride combating with his af 
feQtion alternately, during the chief part 
ö of the day; at length he came to a deter- 
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In the meantime Some rellekteon a | 
Sir Thomas had utterred; he faw clearly # 
| there was an unalterable attachment on 5 
his fide, and therefore "took an oppor! 
tunity of ſpeaking with Sophia HRS! f 
there was no one elſe preſent. E 
Somers recapitulated to ber the . 
poſitions he had made to Sir Thomas. 7 
* Do- not inſiſt upon any thivg for bl 
©. faid Sophia; * I cannot endure che 10 

| bis of it; nor would it render mie 2, 1 
ſervice. 9 F — 
ED few weeks will end ay orröch [i 
here; do not, therefore, during the ſmall. i 
ſpace of time I have to live, force me to i 
turn my ſhame into the means of profit. = 
* N be N contigued | the, F 


23 


hat he has deprived him of; that 


| '- only be an act of juſtice; but as to 


elf, there is no compenſation he can 


. « If,” faid Somers, .«. Sir Thomas 


ſhould aſk your hand in marriage, would 
| you agree to his requeſt?” 


Sophia heaved a heavy ſigh, © That ; 


he will never do,” reſumed ſhe: *I once 
| fondly hoped his affeftion was pure; but 
he has fatally convinced me of my er- 


ron 


CEE doubt. rejoined Somers, 66 whether 


he has not a ſincere regard for you; his 


conduR_ is the reſult | of A depravity 


| mingled with pride and aſſection; nor 


ſhould I be ſurpriſed e on hearing ſuch a 
| propoſal from him.” 


_— Mr. Somers,“ ſaid Sophia, can. 


fay t that to you, — cannot to my 


then, 


father, who ſuffers himſelf to be go 
verned by paſſion and inveterate hatred, . 
If Sir Thomas ſhould make ſuch a pro- 
poſal, and you ſhould be convinced it origt- 
nates through a repentance for the paſt, 
and a ſincere regard for me, I ſhould 
think myſelf highly culpable in refuſing 
him ; but if it have its origin in fear, not 
all the affection I ever muſt poſſeſs, nor 
the advice of my deareſt friends, will 
compel me to accept him.“ 
This converſation was interrupted by 
the entrance of Sir Thomas; he had 
paſſed the ſervants, and approached to- 
wards the ſitting- room, having obſerved 
Bridport walking in the garden at a diſ- 
tance, and therefore had no fear on his 
Account. 


When he entered the room he ran and 


B4 — caught 


augbt her in his arms, No power on 


| earth,” ſaid he,“ ſhall ever part us more! 


. « Gracious Heaven !” exclaimed So- 
phia, and ſunk upon a chair, almoſt | 
fainting. 
« Why this introfon?” tied Somers. 

« Miſs Bridport is under my protection; 
nor will I ſubmit to her being inſulted by 
your preſence;” then ringing the bell, a 
| ſervant attended“ Defire Mr. Bridport 


and Theodore to come to my afliſtance.” 


Theodore, on hearing his name men- | 


tioned, entered the room. | 
2 55 For Heaven's ſake,” cried Sir Thomas, 
« do not call | Bridport, 1 but brſt hear what 
I have to ſay.” | 
can attend to nothing while Miſs 


”” 


Bridport i is in the room, replied Somers; 
« hut you have to by may poſſibly be 


unfit 


* 
9 


any inſult to be offered her.“ 


J informed you laſt night,” reſumed 


Sir Thomas, „ could not live without 
her; therefore name your terms; and if 
. I can, confiſtent with the reſpe& I owe 
my family, agree to them I will. 295 


88 Terms! ' cried Somers indignantly; 
bat terms can ſhe attend to with ho- 
nour, but thoſe of marriage? but you are 
led away by a falſe pride: you talk „ 
the reſpect due to your family if you had NJ 


ſtudied that, you would not. have done 
an act to bring diſgrace upon it; nor 
would you heſitate to make a reparation 
for the injury you have done. 


« Sophia has it-in her power to attach 


eternal infamy on your name; but, 


prompted by affection, refuſes ſo to do: 
yes, that amiable girl, now linking into- 


B 5 the 


unfit for her to hear, and I will not ſuffer © | 
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te grave, a monument of your cruelty, 
is mindful of your honour ; bluſh when 


you conſider how unmindful in return 


you are of her's. But I will eſtimate this 


mighty condeſcenſion':--Y ou are abaronet; 
her grandfather on one fide was a be- 
neficed clergyman, on the other an officer 
: in the army. Is there any diſgrace | in be 
ing allied to a perſon thus reſpettably 
deſcended 1 


«© She has received a brilliant RE 
tion, and would adorn a court; what 


more can you delire, except it be un- 


bounded affection? and has ſhe not this 
in its fulleſt extent? You declare you have 
an affection for ber; would you wiſh to 
| conſult your own heppineſs, by rendering 
* miſerable the object that you love? Be- 


1 old that form, once an aſſemblage of 


beauty, but now, through your mon- 


{trous 


al 


ac 


ftr 


De 


ſtrong affection ſhe entertains will com- 


ſtrous vices, nearly reduced to the 
grave 
8 Think, if the is not nch I 
what muſt be your reflections. 
« Say no more,” cried Sir Thomas, 

« but plead with her in my behalf; I feel 
aſhamed of what is paſt ; if marriage can 
atone, I inſtantly agree to it.“ . 
« What am I to ſay?“ reſumed Somers, 
addreſſing himſelf to Sophia; © will you ac- 
cept of Sir Thomas, who thus repents, 
and offers the only atonement you can 
accept?“ . 
Sophia could make no reply, her heart 
was too full for utterance. ; : 


Fou muſt permit her to retire,” 


continued Somers; a and reſt afſured the 


pel her to accept your offer.” 
% Can you,” cried Sir Thomas as he 
BG attended 


attended her to the door, © can you for- 
givè the paſt, and conſent to ſhare my 
name and fortune?“ 


Sophia turned her eyes upon bin that 


were flowing with tears, yet betokened 


reconcihation ; and Faun his hand, left 


the roam. 


„ Now. Sir Thomas,” cried Somers, 


| advancing towards him, and taking hold 
of his hand, “vou have conſented to the 
only act that could reconcile me to you; 


be aſſured the plan you have adopted 


will yield you more ſolid happineſs, than 
any other you could have purſued.” 

t I feel the truth of your aſſertion,” 
replied Sir Thomas, and bluſh that 1 


did not ſooner put it in practice:“ then 


turning to Theodore,“ It gives me great 
pleaſure,” ſaid he, © to find you here; 
it was through my means you were neceſ- 
ſitated 


0 


f 


* 


conduct to you ? 2225 


aſſure you, replied Theodore, 


« your promiſe to Miſs Bridport has 5 


placed you ſo high in my eſtimation, 


there needs no apology from you to me 


for what is paſt; I therefore requeſt it 


may be conſigned to oblivion.” _ 
— 0 Theodore,“ faid Sir Thomas, « J 
incerely thank you; and, perhaps, in 


token of our reconciliation, you will do 


me the favour to ſpend a part of your 


time at my houſe; I ſhall be proud of your 


company.“ 


: Theodore OWE him he would do 


himſelf the honour. 
Somers now requeſted Sir Thomas 


would withdraw without ſeeing Bridport. 


“He is rather inveterate,” ſaid he; “ you 


ſitated to quit this place; is there any a apo- 
logy I can make that will atone for my 
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muſt plead in his excuſe the feelings of a 
parent: if he were to ſee you at this 
time, very poſſibly ſome unpleaſant words 
might paſs between you.” | 
Sir Thomas agreed to the propoſal; and, 
promiſing to call again on the following 
morning, departed. = 
Somers now ſought out Bridport, for 
the purpoſe of relating what had paſſed. 
Bridport was in company with his 


affeQtion for Sir Thomgs to be the cauſe, 
was harſhly reproving her for her weak- 
neſs, and beſtowing a variety of invec- 
| tives againſt him. 

| When Somers entered, * Here.” cried 
Bridport, © is an obſtinate girl, that is 
S fill repining for à villain whom ſhe 
| ought to deſpiſe!” 1 
1 5 | Hold, 


daughter; and having obſerved her tears, 
which were ſtill viſible, and corcluding | 


15 


« Hold,” rejoined Somers, “ let theſe 


inveCtives ceaſe: I have ſeen Sir Thomas; 


he has commiſſioned me to requeſt you 


will conſent to his union with your 
daughter; ſhe will ſhortly become Lady 
Blandford.” 


« Never,” replied Bridport haſtily. 1. 


will labour for her night and day before 
J will conſent to her being allied to ſuch 
a monſter.— Does he think to palliate his 


crime, and foil my refentment, by theſe 


| means? if he does, he will find himſelf 


wonderouſly diſappointed!” 


cc 1 can have no motive,“ rejoined So- 2 


mers, © in adviſing you, but what ariſes 


from friendſhip to both you and your 
daughter; I therefore requeſt you will 


ſeriouſly and diſpaſſionately confider of the 


propoſal, before you give it your finalnega- 


tive, Sir Thomasrepents having conducted 
ny | himſelf 
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is ready to make the greateſt reparation 
in bis power: at the ſame time his offer 


plainly evinces the affection he has for 


your daughter; which affectiom is as fully 
returned on her fide ; - It will therefore be 


4 eruel to withhold your conſent, and per- 


= 


circumſiances, would be highly unjuſt. 
* You never was treated as I have 

been, refumed Bridport; « and there- 

fore know not how you. would aft if you 


were in my ſituation. 


de a father, and therefore cannot eſti- 


efteem him, ſeeing he ſo juſtiy merits my 


| ifter the many favours I have received 


hmüimſelf towards you as he has done; and 


ite to add that I think, under all the 


2 Vou perhaps know not what it is to 


mate my feelings; can I ever take him 


by the hand after what is paſt? can I ever 
reſentment ? I ſhould, indeed, be ſorry, 


from 


from you, to gain your diſapprobation 


by any conduct of mine, or by any thing 
J may advance, yet I cannot help re- 


marking; you carry your humanity and 
forgiveneſs too far; the only excuſe I can 


make for it is, that you as a man can 


overlook, what 1 as a father neither can 
8 will.“ 8 | FE 


LVou force me,” reſumed Somers, 


5 to ſpeak more plainly than I intended. 
I am of opinion, that the voice of a father 
in this caſe ought not to interrupt the 


union; in fact, I think it infamous to at- 
tempt it.“ | e 

« Ah, by Heaven,” exclaimed Brid- 
| RIS 3 if | ſhe dares to take him, ſhe 
hall take may eternal curſe with her! 
Sophia caught hold of ber father's 
hand, while ſhe bedewed it with her 
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tears, and entreated him to recal that 
fatal ſentence. 
Bridport was deaf to her petition. 


8 Somers requeſted Sophia to leave the 
room for a few minutes; as ſoon as ſhe 
had retired, * I ſtand amazed, 1 ſaid So- 


mers, © at the depravity of human nas 
ture; your conduct appears to me in a 
' worſe light than the former conduct of 
Sir Thomas: he had the ſtrong and almoſt 
ungovernable paſſions of youth to plead 
In paliation of his offence ; but what 
have you to plead, ſeeing he repents, 


= and offers all within his power as an 


atonement? - 
Jou ſeem determined to ſacrifice 
your daughter's future peace, if not her 
life, merely to perpetuate an inveterate 
and unchriſtian-like hate.“ 

« My e bel Bridport, 


« will 


will 
appi 
e c 
is Ji 
e b. 


ſubje⸗ 


4 1 
to 
enſe 
nan!) 


t Uenc 


he p 


* 


will ſoon forget him, and will be much 
appier in a ſubordinate ſituation, than 
e can ever expect to be with a man of 
is libertine principles: you will oblige 
e by not ſaying any thing further on the 
ſubject at preſent.” 


« will leave you,“ rejoined Somers, 


* to think of it, and I truſt your good 
enſe will teach you to conquer this un- 
nanly and ill-timed revenge, the conſe- 


uences of which muſt prove fatal to both 


he peace of your daughter and yourſelf.” 
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i he ſhould continue to withhold his 


' CHAP, II. 


SOMERS having left Bridport to run. 


nate on what had paſſed, a to a pri 80 
vate apartment. a faſt 

An idea ſuggeſted itſelf, u de he 
| hoped to do away the reſentment of Brig. I the! 
port, which was, to pourtray the conſe he 
quences that muſt attend bis aQing i bad 
this inveterate manner. 1 


He therefore ſat down and compoſel pK 


a ballad for the purpoſe of giving it him, ſul 


6 

conſent. | = "1 
On the following morning he met him 
in the pleaſure-ground, and again te- p 


| i ſumed the ſubjeCt; but all he could 1 utter 00 


had no effect on him. 


\. 


l Kt When 


l, 


8 


21. 


When hey reached the breakfaſt par- 
or, Sophia was there, but ſo much al- 


tered for the worſe, as to alarm every one 


preſent. | 
Somers obſerved Bridport during break- 

faſt viewing her attentively, and thought 

he heard a figh eſcape. him; as ſoon, 


therefore, as ſhe had quitted the room, 


he determined to produce the lines he 


had written. 
Although Somers had no merit as a 
poet, yet he conſidered they contained a 


ſubject which would touch his feelings. 
Here is an old ballad,” ſaid he, 


* will you do me the favour to read lee” 


Bridport took it; but not having his 


ſpeftacles about him, he requeſted The- ; 


odore would oblige him by repeating it. 
Theodore read as follows : 
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FAR on the weſtern borders bound, 
Near yon ſtupendous hills, 
| Where flocks adorn the verdant ground, 


And pleaſing murm'ring rills, 


Lies Blandford vale, from breeze ſerene, 


With nature's riches ſtored : 


ly ſcene, 
And own'd Rinaldo lord. 


A manſion grac'd the lov 


Rinaldo young, gay, proud, and vain, 
Isa nature's gifts array'd, e 
Poſſeſs'd this rich, this wide domain, 


And towns that round him Bid. 


Nurtur'd in pride, he ſcorn'd the lot 
Of thoſe who, bleſt with health. 

Toil'd daily in their fields or cot, 

 T'increaſe his fund of wealth." 


Amidſt the tenantry's wide hoſt 
That clog the diſtant ſcene ; 
Midſt hills that in the clouds are loſt, 
And groves that intervene 3 


Stood 


Ste 


od 
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Stood Damon's cor, from breeze ſecure 


His barns with plenty ſtor'd, 


His wicket open to the poor, 


And welcome at his board. 


One only daughter Damon had, 


Selena was her name; 


With virtue was the damſel 1 


And ſpotleſs was her fame. 


Fair as a lily was the maid, 
As fair as ſhe was pure; 


Save when a virtuous bluſh betray'd 
Her lot t'have been obſcure. 


Selena's beauty ſoon was taught 
To reach Rinaldo's ear; 
Beauty ſurpaſſing human thouglit, Es 


Excelling far and near. 


Rinaldo liſt'ned to the tale, 
Which ſcarce believing true, 


He taught his ſteps to tread the vale 


That gave the breath ſhe drew. p 


Entranc'd 


wow 
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— 
; 5 5 — - = — — — —— — — - - b 7 . 

— I ws 3 _— 1 — — P 52h 4 — 

. — = r 3 On 5 3 . — 2 . Wa ig k — — 2 — _; £ . 227 
* * — ET TE” — a W. 6-25 WW. WF > CERES x — — — 2— - © — 2 1 2 $ cb . © 2 4 » p 1/2 RA 2 Rr X -— 

<- 2 2 , 4 ? 0 r 4 : <2 2 8 ” T 1 * * 2 8 5 SY 4 7 2 FP . 1889872 ot 2 . — w mY" A * — * 2. 2 
py IR * WIE — 1 2 3 «= HAT EE” n 2 POPE. > 0 * : : 3 = 2 & » LS 3 +a 8 2 == . 5 * 9 3 ' Ee” | 
OR 4* 2 LF boa * 2 r. f IT 8 Y I. . „ % __—— - * =» 2 2 Kg » 3 —— 8 : — A | ; * | 8 * 
— W = [$4 S a. 3 > 7 4 TIE hy! 4; * e eee 8 r * Y . — 8 vY * wad g 92 —— — v4 — FI 
1 . E A = - _ — = * * ; 


3 


1 


. 21 


q. <—_ 


24 


Entrane'd with wonder he beheld 
Of Blandtord's vale the pride, 
| Aud vow'd he was by love compell'd 
SE take her as his bride. 


Selena view'd with trembling awe 


The proſtrate noble youth; 


Aud heard him vow the marriage law 3:9 


Should feal his love and truth. 


Full ſoon ſhe felt what 'twas to love, 
And what ſhe felt confeſt; 


While he call'd Heav'n and Earth to prove 5 


How truly he was bleſt. 
"ADA had i Rinaldo's lot: 
But that, poſſeſſing pride, 2 
He could not ſtoop, from Damon's cot 
To take Rinaldo? 8 bride. 


Far diffrent means be now pur, 
Selena to obtain: 13 
She yet continu'd unſubdu'd, 

| And all his arts were vain 


« 
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One eve far winding in a wood 
Th' enamour'd couple ſtray'd ;] 
Rinaldo vow'd his paſſion could 
No longer be delay'd; 


Then claſp'd Selena to his heart: 
Selena trembling ſu'd : 

She whom he ne'er could gain by art 
Was ſoon by force ſubdu'd. 


Ah me! what tortures rent her breaſt, 
By ſad reflection's aid! 

By him who thus her heart nolleſw'd-— 
By him to be betray'd 


* Alas! my father,” then ſhe cry d. 
ce To thee I'll quickly fly; 

In thy fond arms my ſorrows hide, 
And learn the way to die.” 


Rinaldo nos Selena view d=- 
Een lovely in diſtreſs— 


His vows of conſtancy renew'qd, 


To make his crime the leſs, 


VOLs Iv. c | „Think 
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„Think not,” cry'd he, © that we will part, 


This act has made me thine; NF 
And, by the love that ſways my heart, 
Thou ſhalt be only mine.” Fre 
Then, ſwift as thought, he quick convey'd 
The tearful, ſtruggling fair; | | But 
In vain ſhe cry'd, in vain ſhe pray'd, B 
'Twas praying to the air. Ss Anc 
Safe lodg'd beneath his manſion's dome: 
This houſe, my love,” cry'd he, | Aga 
„Shall be your priſon, or your own, Bu 
As you ſubmit to WW - And 
3 | To 
Sad was the tale the ey*ning brought 
To wetched Damon's ear ; | “% Ah 
And newly was this parent taught | Sin 
To ſhed a parent's tear. | All no 
5 Sinc 


With haſty ſtrides he croſs'd the vale, 


| To claim his ruin'd child: rden 
But paſſion choak'd the heavy tale Selen 
While he his lord revil de.. Selena : 
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Unus'd to bear a tenant's ſcorn, 


Rinaldo frets with rage; 


From houſe and land was Damon torn, 


And left to want in age. 


But Damon ſoon, with matchleſs art, 
Beguil'd the wary lord! 
And claſpt Selena to his heart 


His child again reſtor'd. 


Again Rinaldo frets with rage; 


But rage was now in vain; 
And love far diff'rent thoughts engage 


Io eaſe his heart- felt pain. 


« Ah! what avail theſe wide domains, 
Since dear Selena's loſt ? 
All now appear as deſert plains, 


Since thus my hopes are croſt. 


hen welcome love, and fare wel pride, 


Selena ſhall be mine; 


. 2 
Selena as Rinaldo's bride, 


YA * # 0 | 
nus In Britiſh courts ſhall ſhine.” 
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Then quickly fled th'enamour'd lord 
To Damon's humble — 

Enxplain'd his wiſh, his ſuit preferr'd, 
And ſhew'd the prieſt he brought. 


But Damon ſtill with paſſion burn'd, 
Refus'd to hear his pray'r; 

And from his door Rinaldo ſpurn'd— : 
Rinaldo, Blandford's heir. 


With trembling ſieps, and bended knee | 
Selena next implor'd ; 

« Alas! my father, let me be 
To Blandford's lord reſtor'd.” 


« Avaunt !” the cruel father cry'd, 
Nor this ſame plaint rehearſe ; ; 

II thou wilt be Rinaldo 8 bride, | 
Take him—but take my curſe ! * 


With dread ſhe heard the dire decree, 
And ſaw his anger d eye; 3 

“ Recal it back, or ſoon,” cry'd ſhe, 

« You'll ſee Sclena die,” 


But Damon, deaf to nature's call, 
Beheld her heart-felt grief; 
And tears that piteouſly did fall, 


But gave her no relief. 


Soon pale and wan Selena grew: 
„% Rinaldo Oh!“ ſhe cry'd; 

Then ſwift reſign'd the breath ſhe drew, 
And, broken-hearted, died, 


Rinaldo heard the mournful tale, 
And wept Selena's fate 
Repentant ſorrow now prevail'd— 


| »Twas now, alas! too late. 


Too late repentant Damon view'd 
Selena, lifeleſs fair! 
And curs'd the hour he &er refus'd 


To liſten to her pray'r. 


From this fad tale a moral learn, 
« Bad paſſions ſhould ſubſide :” 
Rinaldo ruin'd—Damon ſpurn'd 
And thus Selena die. 


1 Somers 


Somers kept his eye attentively fixed 

upon Bridport; he ſaw him change colour 
ſeveral times during the reading of it. 
When Theodore had finiſhed, he drew 
out his handkerchief and wiped a tear 
from his eye the ſubje& had occaſioned; 
and this was ſucceeded by another ; at 
length riſing up he preſſed the hand of 
Somers, and exclaimed, * My dear friend, 


I ſee my error, you have conquered. Ho 
« You have not only been the means but 
of reſtoring me to liberty and the ſociety | ſell 
of my daughter, but you have reſtored #1 
me to myſelf by ridding we heart of an yo! 
unpleaſant g ovelt Ing 
At- this period Sir Thomas ſent in his WI 


name, and Bridport requeſted he might 


be admitied” ' St 
When Sir Thomas entered, Bridport th 
was preparing to addreſs him; but at the ta 


ſame Q he 


q 
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| fame time, with a countenance ſomewhat 


ſtern. 
« Firſt,” cried Somers, © permit me to 
ſpeak : I ſee Sir Thomas is prepared for 


| an apology, and if I may judge from Mr. 


Bridport's countenance it will be favour- 


ably received; but if you will follow my 


| advice, let all that is paſt be forgotten, 
| a recapitulation may irritate the wound, 

| but cannot heal it.” Then addrefling him 
| ſelf to Sir Thomas, © I have,” ſaid he, 


* ſpoken with Mr. Bridport concerning 
your requeſt, and he has conſented, truſt- 


| ing you will make his daughter happy, 


which alone can render him ſo.” 
Mr. Bridport may depend, F id 
Sir Thomas, © I will make her happineſs 
the ſtudy of my life; ſince I have been 
taught to feel the loſs of hey, I know 


how to eſtimate her worth.” 


4 « Fulfil 
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Fulfil your promiſe,” rejoined Brid- 
port, © and you will make me regret ! 
ever harboured an unfavourable opinion 
of you.“ 

Sir Thomas aſſured him he ſhould take 
a pleaſure in ſo doing; then taking So- 
mers by the hand, requeſted a private 
audience with him; but Bridport ex- 
preſſing a defire to go in ſearch of his 
daughter, gave Sir Thomas an opportu- 
nity of communicating his buſineſs. © I. 
have brought with me,” ſaid he, © the 
ſum which I wreſted from Bridport, and 
likewiſe what I think will be ſufficient to 
compenſate for the loſs of property he 
has ſuſtained through me; and will thank 
you to deliver it to him when I am gone, as 
it would, perhaps, only renew a diſagree- 
able ſubject if I were to tender it to him.” 
Somers agreed with him in opinion, 


and 


queſt. 
reſumed Sir Thomas, “ I will now at- 
me: this morning the rector of your 


yeſterday on his eſtate, by the death of | 


plication to Sir Charles, I therefore re- 


9 


and promiſed to act according to his re- 
“ Having diſpoſed of this buſineſs,” 
tend to what more materially concerns 


pariſh waited on me, requeſting I would 
exert my influence with Sir Charles, in 


behalf of a living which became vacant 


the incumbent. 
« You are perfectly aware I can now 


have little hope of ſucceeding in an ap- 


ferred the rector to you, and he will f 
ſhortly be here, as I paſted him on the 
road. 

« Mr. Bridport was brought up to the A 
church, and has taken orders ; 1 need ſay ; 
no more to you than I ſhould eſteem it 


C's a4 a fayour 


a favour if you would obtain the vacant 


living for him : Sir Charles will deny you 


nothing.” 


" You may depend,” replied Somers, 


I will take the earlieſt opportunity of 


forwarding your wiſhes. [ ſhall now,” 


continued Somers, « take a. pleaſure in 
introducing you to Miſs Bridport ; at the 


W fame time permit me to remind you, that 


you cannot too ſoon carry your intentions 
into effect.” 


Sie Thomas replied by informing him 


he had ſent for a licence, and ſhould 


have it in his power before the expira- 


tion of three days. 


Somers now deſired a nn to ac- 


quaint Miſs Bridport he ſhould be happy 
to ſpeak with her; Sophia attended the 


ſummons; and the reQ6r having ſent in his 


| name, Somers left her in the company of 
=—_ 8 © © hp 
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Sir Thomas, to enjoy that happineſs 
which can only ariſe from a virtuous at- 
tachment. | 
Somers attended the rector, who ac- 
quainted him with his buſineſs, at the 
ſame time adding, that the intereſt he 
took in the welfare of every individual 
had prompted him to W his inter- 

ference. | 
4 thould ill deſerve the character you 
beſtow on me,” ' replied Somers, « if J 
acceded to your wiſh. 

Can I aſk Sir Charles to give you 
the vacant living, while you are already 
in the poſſeſſion of fo rich a one, and 
while numbers of clergymen are nearly in 
want of bread? 

« Excluſive of this, the little nteref 
I have is engaged for a perſon who ſtands 
in need of one; neither do I approve of 


ec 6 a minifter 
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a miniſter holding ſeveral livings, as it 
would be impoſſible for him to do his 


duty by the different pariſhioners.” 
= Much argument enſued; but as So- 


mers was firm in the latter opinion, it 


was of no uſe. 
In the courſe of the day Sir Charles 


as was now uſual, came to viſit him. 


Somers commenced the converſation 


by informing him he had a favour to re- 
Wel. . 
Sir Charles Sd him to name it, 


and if it lay in his power he would oblige 


him. 


Somers took him at his word, and 


| mentioned the vacant living, expreſſing 
his with that he would beſtow it on Brid- 


yy What, give it to a farmer ! cried 
Sir 


Sir 


t 
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Sir Charles; © that would indeed be a 
little ſingular.” 


Somers informed him Bridport had 
| been brought up to the church, and had 
taken orders; « will anſwer for it,” ſaid 
he, © Bridport will preach as good a ſer- 
mon as you would have patience to hear, 
for I have generally noticed you take a 
nap during the time.“ 

* You are not aware,” reſumed Sir 
| Charles, * I could have, perhaps, a thou- 
ſand pounds for it.” 

« Very poſlible,” replied Somers; 1 but 
then you would loſe the pleaſure of beſtow- 
ing it; therefore, permit me to call Brid- 
port; I ſee you have a ſtrong inclination 
to oblige me.” OS 
Sir Charles ſmiled, and Somers rang 
the bell, and requeſted his attendance; 


when 


38 
when Bridport entered, Sir Charles,“ ſaid 
he, © has a favour to requeſt of you.” 

Bridport bowed, „ he ſhould be 
tiny. he ſaid, © to oblige Sir Charles 


in any thing as far as lay in his power.” 


* 
IEEE — 
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Sir Charles found there was no poſſibi. 
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lity of receding, acquainted him with 


— — — 


his intentions, and deſired he would take 


3 poſſeſſion of it immediately. 


EAT 


\8 formed him concerning the event which 


— 
2 mL - 


was about to take place between Sir 
Thomas and his daughter. 

Sir Charles congratulated him; * 
Wipes fortunate,” ſaid he, © that the liv- 


ing became vacant at this period, as you 


will now be able to live in a ſtate of re- 


Thomas for the means; as I have no doubt, 


Bridport teſtified his gratitude, and in- 


ſpectability without being obligated to Sir 


notwithſtanding 


notwithſtanding his preſent contrition, 


ur mind is too much hurt to receive 


any gratuity from him.“ 


Bridport aſſured him the gift was 


doubly acceptable on that account. 


Somers now produced the notes Sir 


Thomas had given him, and deſired he 


would accept them. 
Bridport heſitated. 


Take them,” rejoined Sir Charles, ehe 


has done no more than an act of juſtice.“ 


Somers joining in the requeſt, he ac- 


cepted them; after which, he left Sir 
Charles and Bridport together, while he 
went to Sir Thomas who was till at the 


lodge, and communicated the agreeable 


intelligence · 
Sir Thomas bad not ſo far forgot his 


pride, but that it gave him pleaſure on the 


receipt of it; he preferred marrying the 


daughter 


_ 
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daughter of a beneficed clergyman, ſooner 
than the daughter of a farmer. 

Every thing now ſeemed to paſs on 
in uninterrupted happineſs. Somers re- 
ceived letters from London relative to 
Mrs. Somers. | | 

He had hitherto not expended a fourth 
of his annual income, rotwithſtanding 
the many benefits he daily beſtowed; but 
now a proſpe& of felicity began to open, 
through his again being bleſſed with the 

ſociety of the only perſon who could ren- 
der him happy: he determined on altering 
his mode of life; and, therefore, immedi- 
ately hired ſervants, and procured a car- 
riage for her accommodation. 
Ile had not known for a conſiderable 
time what it was to feel the want of theſe 
extra comforts, having no perfon to ſhare 
them with him; neither did he care what 


Be” was 
* 


tl 
t 


t. 
th 


harmony and conviviality. 


was produced on his table, his heart 
having been too much oppreſſed to taſte 
any enjoyment. . 


But in proportion as his ſorrows de- 
creaſed, ſo did he again begin to reliſh 


the bleſſings of life. 


Sir Thomas having obtained a licence, 


Somers, accompanied by Sir Charles and ! 

Bridport, attended him and Sophia to the ' 
altar, where they | regiſtered before God 
their irrevocable vows of truth and affec- 


tion; after which, Somers requeſted Sir 
Thomas and Lady Blandford would pos 
a few days with him. 
| Sir Thomas agreed to remain for two 
days, but pleaded the neceſſity of re- 
turning to his houſe at the expiration of 
that period. 

The day was ſpent with the vimoſt 


And 


#2 


And Sir Thomas was taught to experi- 


ence the difference between pleaſure that 


| originates in vice, and happineſs attained 

by virtue unalloyed by the remorſe of 
conſcience, the ſure attendant on vicious 
tranſactions. 


Sir Thomas was py: in having 


rendered others ſo; his Sophia re- 


ceived him to her arms with ecſtacy and 
gratitude, inſtead of grief and horror; 5 
delightful exchange! an exchange that 
endeared her to him more than ever, 
and made him regret the happy days he 
had Joſt in e a different line of 
conduct. 

On Gi morning Sir Thomas: 
obſerving Somers walkin g in his garden, 
approached him, and taking hold of his 


mW hand, © How ſhall I, my friend,” cried , 


he, © find words to thank you? [ had 


ſtrangely 


ſtrangely erred, and ſhould in all proba- 
bility have purſued the ſame courſe, had 
you not checked me, and by pointing 
out the path I ought to take, conducted 

me to real happineſs ; permit me, there- 


fore, to utter the effuſions of a grateful || 


heart.” 


Somers aſſured him that nothing could 


equa] the pleaſure he received in hearing 


him thus expreſs himſelf, 


Lady Blandford made ner appearance 
at breakfaſt, while the pleaſing tranquil- | 
lity that beamed from her eye enlivened 
the heart of her father, and ſpread a. joy 


around her that each participated of. 


The day arrived that they had fixed 
for leaving Clifdown-lodge ; Lady 
| Blandford requeſted to ſpeak with So- 
mers ; but when he approached, her 


heart 
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heart was too full to utter what ſhe 
wiſhed. SEE) 

She took his hand and wat it, while 
the tears trickled from her eye; „Think,“ 
cried ſhe, © what I would ſay, but can- 
not; you have been to me a dear friend 
indeed, and more than a parent; may 
Heaven bleſs you, as you have ſtrove to 

make me bleſt !” 
5 Somers returned the preſſure of her 
hand, but his heart was ſo feelingly alive 


bi Y Pp the Joy that was pourtrayed in her 


countenance, that he could not articulate 

Aa ſentence. 

Sir Thomas now advanced, and taking 

her hand, led her to his carriage, which 

was waiting for them; Bridport followed, 

as Sir Thomas requeſt2d he would ſpend 
a few weeks with him, before he finally 


took 


TY 
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took up his reſidence at the living Sir 


Charles had beſtowed on him. 
Somers was now once more left with 8 


his young friend Theodore. 
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CHAP. III. 


| 1 waited with painful anxiety 
for a letter from Freeman that ſhould ac- 
bi - quaint him with his ſucceſs relative to 
| Mrs Somers; when the poſt arrived and 
no letter was. brought, it conſiderably 


added to his perplexity: another poſt 


h 
[1 Ly 
' 


WW arrived, and till no letter was produced. 


} 
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| While he fat ruminating on what 


| 1 1 could en kon Freeman's Clones: he was of 


| | greatly aſtoniſhed on beholding Sternhold, Pl 
his father-in-law, approaching the houſe, 12 
in company with Sir Charles. 

Sternhold had left London, thinking he 3 
| ould be able to overtake his daughter = al 
lon the road, and could then prevail on * 


| '* to return with him ; ; but having been 


F 
we? 


miſinformed 
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miſinformed reſpecting her departure, and | 
as ſhe had purſued a different road to that ö 
ſhe intended, he could not obtain any 
intelligence of her; he therefore imagined 
ſhe muſt either be in London or had 
reached her huſband. 

He determined, therefore, on paying 
a viſit. to Somers, as he ſhould then have 


an opportunity of ſatisfying himſelf, as 


likewiſe to load him with ſome reproaches 

for the method he had taken to regain i 

the poſſeſſion of her. 3 

Having travelled within a * 1 
of Briſtol, he ſtopped: at an inn for the 
purpoſe of enquiring which was the 

| neareſt way to his houſe. 

The inn-keeper informed him it would 

be the moſt expedient to diſcharge his 

_ Chaiſe, and walk over the fields to the 

ferry, by which means he would reach 

Cliffdown- 


45 


Cliffdown- lodge in as ſhort a time as he 
could arrive at Briſtol. 


— 
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Sternhold took his advice, and having 
paaid the lad, was preparing to follow the 
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directions, when a man who had expe- 
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rienced the benevolence of Somers ap. 
7; proached him, and offered to be his 
guide. 
8 „Do you know the fellow | FR aid 
Sternhold. 
Ir,ue fellow !” rejoined the man ; © Mr. 
Somers deſerves a more reſpec̃tful title.— 
If it is the ſame perſon I mean, there 
are few ſuch worthy gentlemen in the 
county.” | 


- (mile of contempt. 

«* Oh!” cried the man, © if you are 
| good at that, you muſt &en go by your- 
| } ſelf, and left him to purſue his walk. 


y 


04 ores When 


Sternholdyreplied to this ſpeech with a 
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lives near this place py 


20 be as I waunt, I'ſe would | get up on the 
night to do un a ſarvice. N 


«6 The raſcal has your good name,” re. 


> ned Sternhold. = 2 1 

4 The ferryman bad We bis boch . 

e end was in the act of puſhing it off. The 

e Nſcal!“ cried he; © thee beeſt miſtaken, 
Muſter Zummers is no raſcal; and zince 
thee thinkſt un is, thee muſt get over as 


thee canſt, vor God rot un if I'ſetake thee ; 
Iſe dount like the looks o'thee.” 


| vor- Iv. 5 D boat, 


Z When he reached the ferry, and had Ye 2 


got into the boat, * Is there not a man,“ | 
ſaid he, of the name of Somers, who 


a Aye, the Lord love him,” cried the | 


ferryman ; * I'ſe wull ſhew thee to his 
houſe ;—I'ſe be gooing thig way, and if 


Having faid this, he ſpr ung out of the 


boat, faſtened it as before, and took the 
puaddle with him. 


good drubbing, I'll ſet my wife to beat 
IT thee, I'll not voul my hands o' thee.” 


25 


Sternhold ſtood in the boat, loſt in 
aſtoniſhment at the conduct of the man 
and at length he declared, if he did not 
inſtantly return and ferry him over, he 
would make him. 

% What!” cried the ferrymin; <« doſt 
think I be avraid o'thee. — thee wants: 


Sternhold found it would be im poſſible 
+ a perſuade the man, and therefore left 
the boat and purſued his walk along the 
bank of the river, till he diſcovered a man 
ſeated in a boat fiſhing. 
Sternhold, by offering a trifling gratuity, 
prevailed on him to row him over, during 


which time he prudently held his peace; 
V 
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but when he ſet his foot on the ſhore, © Do 
you know,” ſaid he, © a petty gentleman | 
that lives near this place, whoſe name is 
Somers?“ . 4 
A petty gentleman y replied the man; 
cc « odds bobs he makes the great gentle- 


men aſhamed.o' themſelves. I'ſe dount 


zurpriſe thee to hear the main good he 
does, there is not a poor body for mailes 
round but has eat his bread and cheeſe ; — 
ho zooner aſk than give.” 


« So, I ſuppoſe,” reſumed Sternhold 
he always was a prodigal ſcoundrel.“ 


* Look thee,” cried the man, Tſe 


with dount knaw what thee meanſt by calling 
Hog him a ſcoundrel. I'ſe think thee beeſt no 5 
e better than thee ſhouldſt be, 20 take thy 


bat zixpence back ; I'fe not ha' thy money. 


Muſter Zummers a ſcoundrel | I'fe be 


think his vortune be large, and yet it would 
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half a mind to take thee to Zur Charles | 


Yor that, he'd-teach thee to call names; 
here, take thy money, and thank thyſelf 
thee doſent catch a click o' thy head, vor 
I'ſe never had o better mind o' my 
| life,” 5 ES > 

Io or three colliersnow came up, and 
Sternhold, fearing they ſhould hold in the 
% ſame ſtory, thought it prudent to purſue 


| his way without waiting for an anſwer to | 
= his queſtion. _ . l | 


-When he had walked out of acht of 
the fiſherman, he requeſted of a perſon 
he met, if he would inform him where to 
find Mr. Somers. 
The man turned round to direct him, 
when looking towards a hill, . There be 
Zur Charles,” faid he, going down the 


| 5 hill. I'fe be ſworn he be gooing to zee 


un, 


un, as they be main thick. If W oy 


un he'll 5 thee.“ 


« Who is Sir Charles r* reſumed Stern- | 


hold. 


Oh, he be a main n great gentleman,” 


glia the man, and owns all the land 


about here.” | 
Sternhold thanked lim, and ſhortly 


overtaking Sir Charles, repeated his en- 


quiry.. 
| Sir Charles replied by informing him 
I was going to his houſe, and would 


conduct h him. 


Sternhold, from the intimation he had 


received from the laſt man, thought Sir 
Charles would be able to inform him re- 


lative to his daughter. Is Mr. Somers 


A married man ?” ſaid he, 


15 He % replied Sir Charles ; his ; 
| LT wife 


wife has been with her relations in Lon- 


don, and is hourly expected here.“ 


a. Then ſhe 1s not yet arrjved?' rejoined 
Sternhold, haſtily. 


Sir Charles was ſurpriſed at the ea- 
gerneſs of his enquiry, and looking in his . 
tace, thought he could diſcern a ſtrong. 


likeneſs between the portrait of Mrs. 
Somers and his preſent companion. 

I really do not know,” replied he, 
but hope ſhe is. My viſit to Mr. So- 


mers this morning is to congratulate 
him. 1 ſhould be ſorry to be diſappoint - 


1 ne 


* He will ſcarcely thank you,” reſumed 


: Sternhold. If what I have heard be 
true, he only wants her ſociety merely 


for a motive of revenge to her. father ; 
truſt me, he has no regard whatever for 


her, 


of exerciling his ſpleen.” 
« You wrong him,” cried Sir Charles ; 


„ the father is the very character you 


deſcribe the ſon to be. I have witneſſed 


his forrow on her account, ſorrows which | 


have nearly brought him to the grave. 


e verily believe, ſo much is he beloved 


in this country, that if her father were to 


make his appearance, and utter ſuch a 
ſentence, he would be thrown into the 


river.“ 


Sir Charles then took a review of the 
conduct of Somers ſince he had known 
him, and animadverted with great ſeve- 
rity on the inveteracy of his father-in-law. 
* Inſtead of being proud he has ſuch a a 
fon,” continued Sir Charles, © he cannot 


endure to hear one ſentence uttered in his 


praiſe; thoſe who have found it their in- 


D: 4 tereſt 


her, but as it affords him an opportunity | 
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tereſt to be acquainted with Sternhold, 


have invariably preſerved it by ſpeaking | 


againſt the ſon ; confident that one word 


ſpoken in his favour would loſe them his | 


friendſhip ; and thus it is he has found 
food for his malice. 

But the happineſs of my friend Somen 
is, or ſhortly will be, reſtored to him, 
through the poſſeſſion of his wife. It 
will then be his own fault if ever he ſuf . 
fer her relations to have an opportunity 
of poiſoning her mind for the future.” 


What Sir Charles had related of So- 
mers made a ſtrong impreſſion on the 


mind of Sternhold, and he could not help 
obſerving by way of reply, that if Somers 
merited the character he had given of 
bim, his father-in-law muſt have been 
greatly impoſed on indeed. 


« It is in vain,” reſumed Sir Charles, 


« to 
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to ſay any thing in juſtification of Stern- 


hold]; his infamous conduct in endeavour- 


ing to ſeparate a man and wife cannot be 


excuſed, nor can any thing be pleaded in 


palliation. 
I am of opinion, that a man who has 


been guilty of ſuch a practice, is delibe- 


rately bad ; and therefore never conſulted 


the propriety or impropriety of the ſtep. 


It was ſufficient for him to know that it 


accorded with his own ſavage nature.” 


« You wrong him,” rejoined Sternhold; 
« as I am confident, when he ſhall hear 


the character of his ſon impartially laid | 


down, he will drop his reſentment, and 
be happy to acknowledge him.” 


« Of that,” reſumed Sir Charles, * I 


have no doubt. If he has the ſmalleſt 
degree of paternal regard for his daughter, 


it muſt be the caſe, and would be whether 
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he was taught to eſteem his ſon or not. 


Mben he had it in his power, he ſacrificed 


the happineſs of Somers that he might 
have his daughter's company ; and for the 
ſame reaſon he will ſacrifice his reſent- 
ment.” 

« You put the worſt conſtruction on it,“ 
reſumed Sternhold, © that lays in your 
power ; but if Somers i is the man you de- 
ſcribe him to > be, he will think differ- 
ently.“ 


By this time they arrived at the Site, 


Somers beheld Sternhold in company with 


Sir Charles, and was at a loſs to account 
| for the motives of his viſit, yet concluded 
it would be no more than proper to meet 
him, and left the room for that purpoſe. 

: Sternheld requeſted a few minutes con- | 
verſation with him, and Somers defired a 
ſeryant to conduct him in. 

| Sir 


— 
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Sir Charles pulled Somers by his ſleeve, 
« Do you know that old man?” ſaid he. IM 
” Certainly,” replied Somers; © it is 
Mr. Sternhold.“ 
OS thought as much, ” reſumed Sir : 
ene 66 faith, 1 have given him his 


eſſon; I have been telling him your fa- 
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pears half inclined to believe me. But 
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now, Somers, remember what you haveal- 
ready ſuffered, and take my advice. If he 
ſhould wiſh to heal the difference between 
you, by no means conſent to it; you will 
be far more happy in the company of 
Mrs. Somers when eſtranged from her fa- 
mily, than if ſhe were to continue their 
acquaintance. The old man cannot part 
with his daughter's ſociety ; he will, there- 
fore, ſacrifice his reſentment to obtain 


it. ” 


D 6 «] ſhould 


0 
% ſhould hope, replied Somers, 


„ when he witneſſes my conduct to 
Louiſa, he will be aſhamed that he bas 
mus long perpetuated his reſentment, 
It is better to reform one man than to 
puniſh a thouſand. IH Sternhold has an 
affection for his daughter, it is highly 
commendable, and is an ornament to hu- 
man nature; would you then have me 
convert that amiable ſentiment he pol- 
ſeſſes into a puniſhment ? ? Should a father 
be made to ſuffer for the affection he has 
towards his child, in the ſame manner be 
made me ſuffer for | having an affection 
for my wife No. However wrong his 
conduct may have been to me, I cannot 
return the ſame to him.“ 1 
Faith, Somers,“ rejoined Sir Charles 
« you are not worthy to be called a man; 
you have no reſentment in you.“ 
. What 


61 
7; What ſhould I have to vo with re- 


bntment ! returned Somers; © it is an 
unpleaſant intruder, a painful gueſt ; ; the 
human race would be far happier with- 
out it: excuſe me,“ ſaid he, «for a few mi- 
; nutes, Sternhold will think I neglect him.“ 
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CAP. Iv. 


Wurms Somers approached the par- 
lour where Sternhold had been conducted, 
he bowed reſpectfully 

« ] troubled you with this viſit, ” ſaid 
Sternhold, © to requeſt you would ex- 
plain your motives for taking away my 
daughter in the manner you did. Had 
you wiſhed for her ſociety, why did you 
not apply to me?“ 


* When I eſtimated your conduct 55 
five years paſt,” replied Somers, © I con- 
| cluded ſuch a ſtep would be the moſt in- 


| eligible of any I could have purſued.” 


4 Tt is wakes reſumed Sternhold, © you 


did not know me. 


* Perhaps not, = replied Somers ; 3 * but 


pardon 


— Mi 
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pardon me when I fay, you poſlbly 


might not know yourſelf. 5 
"The converſation was here interrupted 
by the entrance of a ſervant, who an- 


nounced Miſs Freeman and a lady. 


Before Somers had time to anſwer the 


ſervant, Auguſta entered, followed by 
Louiſa and her child. 


The moment Louiſa beheld him, ſhe 


ran and threw herſelf into his arms, ex- 


claiming, « My dear, dear Charles!” 


Somers preſt her to his heart, and Ki 


ed the tear as falling. 


As ſoon as he could articulate a ſen- 


tence, © Ah, my God * exclaimed he, 


e what a moment of ecſtacy is this!“ 


Never, Charles,” cried Louiſa, © ne- 


ver will I again be taught to leave you.“ 


Somers now caught up his infant in his 


arms, and kiſſed it, while 


he tears of a 


parent 
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„Do not mention any of my family,” 
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parent bedewed its face; then turning to 
| Loviſa for the purpoſe of introducing her 


to her father, Sr Mr. Sternhold, 6 ſaid 


cried Louiſa. © It was through their ad- 


vice I have been induced to negle& you.” 


Sternhold had been a ſilent ſpectator 


of this ſcene, nor had his daughter ſeen 
_ 
When ſhe uttered this reproach, it 
| ſtruck him forcibly. He came forward, 
« My children,” ſaid he, „1 have erred, 
but 1 hope it will not be too late—” 


= Hold,” cried Somers, interrupting 


| him; 1 cannot liſten to an apology from 
a father, nor does there need any. If 
you ſhare in the joy the ſcene creates, it 
| is all that I deſire.“ 
4 can n remengber,” reſumed Sternhold, 


“ fifteen 


* 
. . 


« fifteen years back, when you were but a 


| boy, and ſtood high in my eſtimation, 1 


| adopted you. as my ſon; be now my ſon 


indeed: you have my daughter, make 


her happy, and ſhare with her, her father's 


heart.“ 
Louiſa now flew to her father and preſſ- 
ed his hand, which he immediately joined 


to that of her huſband, while he ſent up a 


prayer that Heaven would bleſs them. 
Sir Charles entered and obſerved this 
% Thus it is,” 


cried he, that virtue is rewarded. You, 


ſcene of reconciliation, 


Mr. Somers, who have of late ſo eminent- 
J ſludied to render others happy, are 
now, if I may judge from your appear- 
ance, rendered completely ſo.” 


This is a day,” replied Somers, I 
never expected to ſee. Now I ſhall not 


only be bappy myſelf, but ſhall have it in 


mx. 
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my power to make Louiſa ſo likewiſe, as 
Jam aware the affection ſhe poſſeſſes for 
her parents is of that nature, ſhe could 
enjoy no ſolid ſatisfaction without having 
an opportunity of ſeeing them.” 
Auguſta congratulated both parties, as 
did Sir Charles, and thinking they would 
probably wiſh to ſpend the evening with- 
out interruption, they left them; the 
chaiſe being till in walting, conveyed 
them home. EE rh 
= Theodore now made his appearance, 
and was introduced by Somers to Mr. 
Sternhold and Louiſa ; he was not within 
when Auguſta arrived, and on being in- 
formed ſhe was in the houſe, he kept 
out of the way on purpoſe to avoid her. 
SA During the evening, hearing Mrs. So- 
| mers mention that ſhe expected Auguſta 
B would viſit - her the next morning, he 


made 


account acquaint either her or Sir Charles 
with his being at the lodge. 
« If you particularly wiſh it,” replied 


| Louiſa, * J certainly will not; but I con- 


have any fear on her account, 
e She has frequently mentioned your 


ſtand high i in her eſteem,” 


cede to.) LIN r 


the pleaſure of communicating it to her, 


ince [ am confident, from the anxiety ſhe 


hh teſtified | 


made it his requeſt that ſhe would on no 


feſs it rather ſurpriſes me that you ſhould 


name to me; and if 1 miſtake not, you N 


«] am infinitely obliged to her for her 8 
good opinion,” rejoined Theodore; © but 
ſtill T have particular reaſons for making 


the requeſt, which 1 hope you will ac- 


oy Undoubtedly,” otic Louiſa ; © you 
may depend upon me, although I feel 
greatly diſappointed in being debarred 
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teſtified on your account, ſhe would be 
happy to know where you are.“ 


* do not doubt it,” rejoined Theodore; 


« I ſtand indebted for one favour ſhe did 


me in town, and 1 preſume ſhe wiſhes to 


treat me in a ſimilar manner.“ 

«© Aſſure yourſelf, ” ſaid Somers, © here 

has been ſome miſtake. Miſs Freeman 

would not be guilty of ſuch deliberate 
cruelty, I ſhall take the firſt opportunity 

of ſpeaking to her concerning it, as it but 


Sh accords with what ſhe « once related to 


me.“ 

On the following morning Sir Charles 
and Auguſta ſtrolled down to Cliftdown- 
lodge. 525 TEE 


1 Louiſa and her father were walking in 


the garden, while Somers and Theodore 


were engaged in converſation in the houſe, 


and did not obſerve them enter. 


297 Auguſta 


69 
Auguſta and Sir Charles joined Mrs. 
Somers and Sternhold, and purſued their 
walk till they reached the ſpot where 
ſtood the temple dedicated to ſolitude. 


ce What have we here! by cried Stern- 
bold. 


« To this place, £ replied Sir Charles, 
« your ſon uſed conſtantly to repair for te 
purpoſe of indulging his ſorrow. 
Here is where he ruminated on the 
ty of his father, and the neglet of 
his wife. Here J once detected him, and 
| expoſed the folly of his conduct, which 
was preying on his ee. 


It was at my inſtigation he ſent for 


Mrs. Somers, and to her I promiſed to 


reſtore the key, which I poſſeſſed myſelf | 
Ye leſt he ſhould again relapſe.” 


Sir Charles now produced the key, and Wl 


Louiſa, having unlocked the door, entered, 


a accompanied 


7⁰ 
accompanied by her father, and followed 
| by Sir Charles and Auguſta. 
Sternhold ſurveyed the portraits, and 
peruſed the letters he had ſent to his 
daughter when ſhe formerly reſided with 
him. Lis plain,“ ſaid he, © I have won- 
derfully wronged him ; but ſuch was my 


inveteracy, I encouraged every one who 


ſpoke againſt him, and thought myſelf in- 
ſulted by thoſe who ventured to ſay a 


word in his behalf.” 


* It is the only reſource thoſe have,” 


rejoined Sir Charles, © who delight in 


dging wrong; you were always happy in 
liſtening to his enemies, becauſe it ac- 
1 corded with your own feelings,. and fur- 


£ niſhed you with 2 plea in your Etence. 


| Here,” continued he, © on this chair he 
| fat, his head reclined upon his hand, his 


| eyes ſurveying thoſe portraits, while he 


ſought 


+ 
ſought relief in the tears that ſtole down 
his cheek, and the fruitleſs ſighs that came 
from a heart oppreſſed. 7 
Louifa turned from this ſcene, and 


drew out her handkerchief to hide the 


grief its recital created. 


4 


Somers and Theodore, not knowing Sir 
Charles and Auguſta were In the garden, 
had come in purſuit of Louiſa and her 
a. © e 

N 0 ſooner did Somers behold the W 
tion of Louiſa, and concluding from 
whence it originated, than he caught her 
in his arms and preſt her to hiSheart. © Theſe 
tears, my love,“ cried he, afford a 
pleaſing aſſurance that I ſhall never again 
have occaſion to repair here as formerly.“ 

Louiſa returned the preſſure, but her 


heart was too full to utter a ſentence. 


During ; 


F 
During this ſcene, Sir Charles was at. 
tentively ſurveying Theodore. He did 
not till now know that he had returned, 
as he had always avoided him, and 
Somers had been defired * him not to 


mention it. 


Auguſta was covered with bluſhes, yet 


| wiſhing to do away the unpleaſant opinion 


he entertained, © Give me leave to con- 
x, gratulate you,” ſaid ſhe, © on your ſafe re- 
turn to the protection of Mr. Somers. 


My couſin, Edward, will be happy to 


be informed of it, as he is extremely 
anxious on your account. 
I feel myſelf greatly obliged to you,“ 


| replied Theodore, as I certainly pre- 


fer the protektion of Mr. Somers to that 


of St. Aubin, to whoſe kind care you ſo 
58 bowed 
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it in her power to artieulate a reply. 
Sir Charles recollefed the ſuſpicions 
thrown out againſt Theodore by Sir Tho- 


mas, and although one of them had proved 


falſe, yet he concluded he had fufficient 


youring to obtain the affections of his 
daughter. : Wo 0 — 


therefore as ſoon as he was gone, Mr, 


t Somers,“ ſaid he, think you are highly 


0 culpable 1 in harbouring a young man you 


W. r. E tend 


dowed reſpectfully to Sir Charles ane 
Auguſta, and left them before ſhe kad 


reaſon to know that a part of the reſidue 
was true, at leaſt reſpeAing his endea- 


He obſerved the bluſh thay was viſible | 
on his daughter's cheek when they met, 
as likewiſe the evident mortification ſhe 
» Wl betrayed on hearing Theodore's reply, and 


know ſo little of; and what has reached 
your knowledge does not in the leaſt 
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[ | tend to his credit: you ſhould reſtore 
him to his friends, if he really has any; 
for my part, I do not think he has; but 
whether he has or not, they can be of 
no note, or he would not be permitted ſo 
tacitly to remain hete.” | 

Somers defended his young friend, as 
uſual, to the utmoſt of his ability, and 
concluded by declaring he ſhould not feel 


himſelf juſtified in delivering him over to 


his protection. 
If that be your determination,” re · 


5 famed Sir Charles, it will deprive me 
| of the pleaſure of ſeeing you here, as you 
muſt be aware, after what has been re- 
lated to me, I cannot encourage his ac- 
quaintance in my family.” 5 

1. I ſhould be ſorry,” rejoined Somers, 
© to be debarred of your ſociety on his 


his friends, or of witholding from him 


account; 


fre 


118 


it; 


7s 


account : he has been with me for ſome. 
days, and has always ayoided you; neither ; 


does he wiſh to be acquainted with any 


branch of your family which is plain 


from his requeſting Mrs. Somers laſt night | | 
not to inform either you « or Auguſta that 


he is here. 


« He met you this morning by acci- 


dent, not knowing you were in the gar- 


den, and you ſee he has taken the earlieſt 


opportunity of retiring. I will anſwer” 
for it, he will be more cautious s for the 


future.“ 
Every word uttered by Somers, was 
felt in its full force by Auguſta. She 
would have given the world for an op- 
portunity of ſpeaking with Theodore, 
and explaining how his miſtake had ori- 
ginated. To 
But, what with her father's ſuſpicions 
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76 
and Theodore's miſconception, ſhe ſaw 


| 
| 


i 
1 
\ 
l no proſpedc̃t of accompliſhing it. 
From the firſt moment ſhe beheld him, 
when a priſoner at her father's, to. the 
preſent period, her heart was unalterably 
fixed on him; and although from fome miſ- 
repreſentations that had taken place, ſhe 
had been driven to the neceſſity: of treat- 


ing him with cool civility, yet it was 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


contrary to what her affection would 
have dictated; but when Freeman related 
the converſation he bad with the Jew, 
and ſhe found from the letter ſhe received 
from Somers he was guiltleſs.of the crime 
ſhe had attached to him, ſhe no longer 
looked on him in an unfavourable 
light, but permitted her affection to 
have its full weight . She felt extreme; 
ly mortified that Somers ſhould likewiſe 
Join with Theodore in his ſuſpicions 
againſt 


againſt her, which me concluded he did, 
from the partial promiſe he had juſt made 
to her father concerning Theodore; and 
this appeared the more aſtoniſhing, as lhe 
had made to him a candid avowal of her 
ſentiments. 


In this perptexing dilemma he knew nn 


| pot what path to purſue. 


At length it occurred to her, that by Ei 


making Mrs. Somers a confidante the 
ſhould be able, through her means, to ex · 


Plein away the miſtake, e 


ſhe deckoned to her. 


Louiſa took the hint: * We will leave 
theſe. gentlemen,” ſaid the, to enjoy 


their own converfation · for a few minutes, 
white we ſtroll round the garden.“ 


When they were gone, Sir Charles re - 


capitulated more fully his reaſons for not 
wiſhing to promote an acquaintance with 
E 3 Theodore, 


Theodore, and concluded by throwing 


out ſome unpleaſant ſuſpicions concern- 


1 wg his being an impoſter. 


But Somers by his reply diſpelled his 
fears. He aſſured him, whatever might be 


Theodore's ſentiments, he was confident 


he would not trouble Auguſta with a re- 
petition of them. And pledged his word 


that he ſhould not again intrude himſelf 


upon her company, unleſs it were con- 
| ſented to or permitted by Pim. 90 
3 Sir Charles, on this aſſurance, agreed 


0 
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to her viſiting Louiſa and himſelf as uſual; 


at the ſame time ſignifying that he ſhould 
| 3 place a-firm reliance.on his promiſe, | | 
Auguſta had ſcarcely. time to enter 
into an explanation with Louiſa, before 
| : Theodore made his appearance, and bow- 
| ing reſpe@fully, put a letter into her 


out 


band ; having ſo done he departed, with- 


out giving her time to utter a ſentence. 
In fact, Auguſta was ſo much agitated on 


fuſed, that ſhe knew not what ſhe did. 


« I declare,” ſaid ſhe, © I am afraid to 


open this letter ; what can it poſſibly con- 


tain: 2”. 


“you tremble exceedingly, and are 
ſcarcely able to breathe. For Heaven 8 
fake, refume your fortitude.” 


ktter and read it, for I am totally unable,” 

Louiſa obeyed, and read as follows: . 
r Madam, 24. 
> + Ihave taken the liberty of croubling 
- you with theſe few lines, being unwil- 


r ling to intrude upon your company, 


his fadden appearance, and ſo much con- 


cc Bleſs me, Miſs Freeman,” ſaid Louiſa, | 


«4 cannot get the better of my ſenſa- 
tions,” replied Auguſta; « do you open the 


h- 1 E 4 8 fearing 
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* fearing leſt my heart ſhould rebel againſt 
my prudence, and I ſhould once more 
* offend you by reſuming my former error, 
* notwithſtanding the ſtrong reaſons you 
© have giyen me to know that ſuch ſenti- 
* ments would not be acceptable to you. 

When I conſider the unfavourable 
0 light in which I appeared to you on 
* the road to London, I am not at a loſs 
* to account for your ſeeking out St. 
Aubin, and giving him ſuch informa- 
tion as enabled him to trace me. Yet 
« fince 1 am confident you muſt now be 
s aware I am not deſerving the cenſuro 
* you then laid on me, I hope I ſhall be 
permitted to remain here in ſafety, with- 
* out dreading a ſimilar conduQ on your 
* part, I could wiſh, if poſſible, to re- 
move any cauſe you may have for ſuch 
| 1 practice 


K 


* 
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© a ptaQtice in future; receive, therefore, 
* my apology for having inſulted you 
with my addreſſes, which atofe from a 
confidente of what I am, and dictated 
by what I felt ; but having ſuffered for 
my preſumption, be aſfured, whatever 
pain it may coſt me, I will not again re- 
« peat them, as I am perfectly aware the 
inauſpicious citcumſtances which intro- 
* duced me to your houſe, would render 
* it highly improper in me fo to do. 
© I fincerely hope you will not debar 
* yourfelf the ſociety of Mr, or Mrs. So- 


ny 


mers ow my. account, as it is not my | 


© intention to remain long here. In the 
mean time, that JI may not give you 
© offence, I will, although painful to re- 
late, and ſtill more ſo to practiſe, ſtu 
diouſty endeavour to avoid you; flatter · 
"OE myſelf, this condu@t on my part 


5 15 will £ 


82 


0 will ſo far enſure your eſteem, that 1 


c 

© ſhall not again be wa into the — | p 

4 of St. Aubin. Foo! m 
7215. <I remain, -' 710.969! 

1 a GETS th 

Voour moſt obedient, th 

: 4 1. Theodore Somers. ac 

1 918 * „ es St. 

„What a cruel Tetter * bald Augula; qu 

* 1 did not imagine Theodore could have | Fn 

uſed me thus. I certainly muſt anſwer ſin, 

it, and explain the'circumſtance : his. per- Lo 


fiſting in this error aſtoniſnes me. He her 
might have been aſſured, if it were only 
on account of the friendſhip Mr. Somers 
poſſeſſed for him, 1 could ens have been 
guilty of ſuch treachery.” 44508 
1 think it will Fa FRA for you 
to write,” rejoined Louiſa: If you will 
relate the cauſe from whence his. ſuſpi- 
4 10 cions 


— 
IJ wy » 


cions originate, I will take the firſt op- 
portunity of recapitulating it to Mr. 9 
mers, who will, no doubt, acquaint him.“ 
Auguſta thanked her, and rehearſed 
the whole of what had paſſed between 
them from the commencement of their 
acquaintance; her accidental meeting of 
St. Aubin; the reply ſhe gave to ſome 
queſtions put to her in conſequence of 
Freeman- having read. the hand-bill; the 


ſingular way he was apprehended i 


London, and what. the Jew had SER 


her coulin:. 

Sir Charles now. approached,, which: 
put an-end to the converſation and after. 
ſpending an hour with Mr. and Mrs. 
Somers, he returned with Auguſta to his 


— 


houſe. 
Sternhold ſpent tlie reſidue of the day 
at * lodge, and ſet off for Lon 
2 6 don 


den early on the following morning to ac- 
quaint Mrs. Sternhold with the termina- 
| tion of his reſentment, and the canſequent 
happineſs of their daughter. 


elety of her he had ſo much languiſhed for, 
and to reconcile, if poſſible, the difference 
| between Auguſta, Sir Charles, and Theo- 
_ Gore, while I turn my attention to the 
lang · abſent, but not forgotten, Clariſſa. 


I ſhall now leave Somers to enjoy the fo 


CHAP. 


wo wh a, 
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HEN Clariſſa reached town, in 
company with Theodore, ſhe took up her 


— — 


reſidence at the Glouceſter coffee-houſe, 
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it being too late i m the evening 10 think 
of ſearching for lodgings. 
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Clariſſa having retired to ber chamber, 
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had leiſure to ruminate on the paſt 
events. 8 

Auguſta's letter had informed her of 
Mrs. Bentley's death. This was an at- 
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flicting circumſtance, and brought the 
tears into her eyes. She had been to 
her a ſecond mother. It conſiderably 
augmented her grief, when ſhe reflected 
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ker abſence had kaſtened the awful pe- 
riod. 


This naturally recalled to her a ſenſe 


of her ſituation. 


Mrs. Bentley had no friend to whom 


ſhe could reſort for protection, and if ſhe 


had; and were ſtill living, ſhe knew not 


where to find them, as ſhe Had retired 


„ in the country at an early age. 


She knew that Mr. Somers would ren- 


der her. every aſſiſtance upon her applica- 
tion; as he had frequently fi ignified his 
intention of becoming her protector on 


the deceaſe of Mrs. Bentley: yet he was 


ſtil but a young man, ning ſeparate 


from his wife. She was aware that the: 


malicious part of ſociety would: make 


ſome unpleaſant remarks on 11. and 


therefore determined on not adopting 


ſuch a plan. 


Auguſta: 


ſe 


t 


1 


Auguſta Freeman next preſented her- 
ſelf to her recolle tion: \ 
She knew, notwithſtanding the letter 
ſhe had. received from her, which origi- 
nated in miſtake, that if ſhe waited on 
her, and, recapitulated the circumſtance: 
in its true Oy” the could find in, her a 
protector. 1 n oe 1M 

But n it SOS? to her mind, that 
by purſuing ſuch a plan, it would appear 
as if ſhe wiſhed. to throw herſelf in. the 
way of Freeman ; which would be highs 
y improper, firſt; becauſe he had .addreſ 
ed her on the: ſcore of marriage; and; 
ſecondly, as ſhe conceived he was the 
perſon. who occaſioned: ber being: taken 
from Mrs. Bentley's. 

Theodore had offered his hes ; 
but he was ſcarcely able to protect hime 
ſelf: neither would; it be adviſable. to 
| ? Jad 11 accept: 


34 


accept it, more particularly after what 
Auguſta had ſuggeſted in her letter, as 


fure. She even wiſhed ſhe had not taken 


up her reſidence at the fame houſe for 
that night; but it was now too late to 
remedy the evil: yet ſhe determined on 


the following morning to ſeek for a lodg- 
mg, and not nee him with the 
= With this intent ſhe aroſe early, and 
after walking through ſeveral ſtreets, ob- 

ferved on the window of a private houſe, 
| dill ſignify ing a ſmall apartment was to 
de let furniſhed. Having knocked at 
the door, Clariſſa een to ſoe the 
room. 


The woman replied, the'v was afraid it 
WW would not ſuit her. 


This reply was diftated from der * 


by fo doing it would afford means of cen. 


pearance; for although Clariſſa was not 
dreſſed in coſtly apparel, yet there was 


ſomething in her whole figure which in- 


dicated ſhe was above mediocrity, and 


therefore not likely to approve of fo 


humble an apartment as ſhe had to dif- 
poſe olf. 


Clariſſa repeating her requeſt, ſhe was 


ſhown into a back room on the ſecond 
for, and having declared it met with 


her approbation, the woman AS a 


reference. 
Clariſſa had none to give, and hw 


fore heſitated : ſhe aſſured her that the 
might truſt her with ſafety in the houſe ; 


that ſhe was at preſent an unfortunate 


character, but was able to pay for the 
room, as likewiſe to ſupport herſelf for 


ſome time. 1 
The woman miſunderſtood her; he 


knew 


knew the term of « an unfortunate cha. 
rafter” was generally adopted by thoſe 
who get their bread. by caſua] proſtitu- 
tion, and therefore replied, © Iam forry 
for it ; I ſhould not have thought as much 
from your appearance and addreſs: I do 


not let my ass“ to any perſon who 


ſees company.” ; 

Clarifſa dic not underſtand the techni- 
cal term of ſeeing company z” and 
therefore replied,” I affure you J ſee no 
company; I have not a friend in town, 
nor in the world, except one gentleman, 
and I do not expect he will viſit Lon- 
| don.” | 

Clariſſa knew not that this reply would 
de conſtrued to her difadvantage; ſhe was 
nt aware that the name of © friend,” was 
what anunfortunate charaQter drſtin guiſhes 


the nn by who keeps her. 
A « T6 


To be plain, madam:“ replied the 
roman, © I neither let my lodgings to 
thoſe m_ ſee company, or have been 1 in 
keeping.“ | | Ef 

« Good Heavens!“ (aid 1 Clarifla, « what 


ſhould incline you to have ſo unfavourable 


% = 


u ſuſpicion of me? we certainly miſun- 
LWerſtand each other.” 


the woman having apologifed, ſhewed her 
nto a parlour, where Clariſſa, to ſatisfy 
er doubts, related the events that had 
brought her to London, and the death of 
er friend Mrs. Bentley, which deprived 
er of a protector. 


8 Her recital was delivered with that in- 


 Wocent ſimplicity which always accompa- f 


s Dies truth, mingled with the tears a re- 


s ital of Mrs, Bentley's death had occaſion- 
es ed, 


An explanation now took place, and 


ed, that gained the woman's commiſela. 
Sbe requeſted her to fit down and Pat- 
take of her breakfaſt, during which time 
| the acquainted Clariſſa that her huſband 
was a hair. dreſſer, employed by a num- 
ber of different ladies, and might poſſibly 
be able to obtain her a e As a Ins 
dypy's maid. 

Chæriſſa replied, by effuring her the 
ſhould be happy to meet with fuch an 
employment ; which, from the education 


| beſtowed on her, the was confident of 


fling with credit to herſelf. 
The huſband ſhortly after OA his ap 


| Pearance. - | 
He was a father, and potelled a heart 


capable of feeling for the misfortunes of 


The 


93 
The wife related a part of Clariſla's 


tory, and aſked him if it wauld lay in his | 


power to ſerve her. 

The huſband nromiſed to make every. 
enquiry for ſuch a ſituation, and, in the 
mean time, thinking ſhe would be un- 
pleaſantly ſituated in a lone room, offered 
to board her on moderate terms. 

Clariſſa thankfully accepted the pro- 


poſal, and, being both worthy characters, 


ſhe enjoyed as much comfort in their ſo- 
ciety as the diſtreſs of her mind, origin- 


ating from the ſenſe of her ſituation, 


would permit. 


She went on the following day to the | 


Glouceligy: coffee. -houſe, for the purpoſe 
of deſiring the waiter to take in the letter 
for her, which ſhe expected in anſwer to 
the one ſhe had ſent to Somers on the even- 
ing lie arrived 1 in town ; at which place 


ſhe 
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94 
the met Theodore, who requeſted ſy 


would acquaint him with her reſidence, 


Clariſſa refuſed, pointed out the | impro-iſ n 
priety of his viſiting her, and remindel 1 
him of Auguſta $ letter, which ſo far ſatiſ es 
fied him as to put an end to his entreaiſi mat 
on the ſubject. | Is. 
| She went again the next day, and te. bine 
ceived the letter from Somers, with anette 
other encloſed for Theodore ; but as il © 
was not in the houſe at that time, ſh * 
could not give it him. In fa&, he hal prey 
that. morning been taken by the thre that 
men before mentioned. a prad 
þ Clariſſa peruſed the contents of thi "IM 
letter from Somers to her with aſtoniſhMl. F 
ment. 2 writ 
It declared that Freeman was not guilty rep] 
At firſt ſhe felt inclined to believe it N hi 


but when ſbe conſidered that the men 
had 
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had made uſe of his name; that Free- 
man's ſervant overtook her on the road 


ſhortly. after ſhe had made her eſcape, 


and that he confeſſed he was in ſearch of 
her; when ſhe likewiſe reflected that So- 
mers had not related who the perſon was 
that had cauſed her to be removed from 
Mrs. Bentley's; theſe circumſtances com- 
bined, made her doubt the trutk of the 


letter. 5 | 


She concluded 88 bad Igo | 


on Somers with a varniſhed tale, and had 


prevailed on him to requeſt her return, 


that he might have an opportunity of 


praflifing a conduct ſimilar to the for- 


mer. 


For this reaſon ſhe determined on not 


writing to Somers, as the could receive no 
reply from him without giving her addreſs, 


which would fall into Freeman's hands, 


and 
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anck ſubject her to further infult; and 
| feacing left Somers ſhould have already 
informed him ſhe was at the Glouceſter 
coffee · houſe, ſhe reſolved not to venture 
there for the future, but leſt the letter 
encloſed to her for Theodore in the care 
of a waiter, defiring him to deliver it. 
A few days afterwards, as Clariſſa was 
ſitting at dinner, the hair-drefſer at whoſe 
houſe ſhe reſided entered the room, and 
appeared much elatde. 


tion which wilkexa&ly ſuit you.” 
Clariſſa enquired concerning it. 

This morning,” ſaid he, I was ſent 

for to dreſs Lady St. Aubin. It is a fa- 
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mily that have juſt arrived in England 
from the Weſt Indies; her ladyſhip has 
no one to wait on her but a black ſervant 
the brought over, and thg 
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I have heard,” faid he, © of a fitua- 


re 


al 
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ſtand in need of your immediate attend- 


ance. {BEES A MET 
Lord St. Aubin has been in England 
but two days ; the firſt of which he ſpent 
at an hotel, while a furniſhed houſe was 


provided, which they entered laſt night ; 


they cannot therefore have been able to 


hear of a ſervant as yet, and leſt they 
ſhould, I would have you loſe no time.“ 
. Clariſſa had put on black, in token of 
regard for the memory of Mrs. Bentley, 


and was therefore ſoon in readineſs. She 


aſked him if he had mentioned her name. 
He replied, he had only ſaid he knew 
of a young lady who would be happy to 


accept of the ſituation, and that he would 


| fend her, 


\« If 1 ſhould be ſucceſsful,” reſumed 


_ Clarifa, © I will not paſs by the name of 


Clariſſa Leſley. I was born to figure in 
vor. Iv. . 
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a different ſphere. I had an uncle, who 
may be now living, but who I have not 
thought proper to apply to, as his con- 
duct to my father was not the moſt affec- 
tionate; yet he would think himſelf dif- 
_ graced in having a relative in ſo humble 
a capacity. Another reaſon is, I ſhall 
not be ſo liable to be traced by the per- 


ſon at whoſe inſtigation I was conveyed 


from home; I will therefore take up the 
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name of vs deceaſed friend, © Maria 
Bentley.“ 
The hair-drefſer approved of her cau- | 
tion, and giving her the addreſs of Lord 
St. Aubin, wiſhed her ſucceſs. 


” 


CHAP. VI. 


LARISSA purſued her way till ſhe 
ached a ſtreet in the neighbourhood of 
roſvenor-ſquare, and having found the 
puſe, informed the porter of her errand, 
d was ſhewn into a room. 

Here ſhe waited for ſome time; at 
Woth a ſervant entered, and conducted 
r to Lady St. Aubin. 

d Her ladyſhip was in the a@ of wiping | 
ear from her eye as Clariſſa entered 
apartment. Fe 
Lady St. Aubin queſtioned her reſpeRt- 
the abilities ſhe poſſeſſed. 

lariſſa informed her. 

ady St. Aubin aſked her to whom ſhe 
P. It apply for a recommendation. 
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ficer's widow who had lately died. 
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Clariſſa replied ſhe was an orphan, and 
almoſt without a friend, having for ſon: i 8, 
time paſt exiſted on the bounty of an of. 


That the only friend ſhe had was 2 


( 
gentleman who lived near Briſtol, and ber 
who could teſtify to the truth of her al * 
ſertions; but that ſhe could have wiſhed ing 

not to apply to him, in conſequence ho 
: ſome unpleaſant circumſtances. 1 
« Your appearance,” ſaid Lady & ret 
Aubin, « pleads greatly in your favour 7 
but I do not feel inclined to take a pe nor 
ſon into my houſe without a reſpeclall you 
reference. What objection have you tber 
| receiving a character from the gentlem 218 
you mention?“ wha 


Clariſſa now felt herſelf ung 


_ explain - ſhe therefore related the circul 


ſtance of her being conveyed from hon 


the death of her friend in conſequence:; 
her ſuſpicions of Freeman, notwithſtand- 
ing ſhe had received a letter from Mr. 
Somers to the contrary. 

«. Let me ſee the letter,” reſumed her 
ladyſhip. 

Clariſſa heſitated. She did not wiſh 
her name to be known; but taking it 
| out of her pocket ſhe opened it, and fold- 
ing the direction back, preſented the 
body of the letter for her peruſal. 

Lady St. Aubin read the contents, nd 
returned it into her hands: © You are 
unfortunately ſituated,” ſaid ſhe ; © I do 
not think it would be prudent to acquaint _ 
your friend Somers of your reſidence ; * 
therefore, as 1 approve of your appear- 
ance, and as an air of truth accompanies 
what you ſay, which is ſtrongly corrobo— 


F 3 ; rated 


ly ated by 1 . 
out enquiry. 


letter, I ſhall take you with 


The terms were immediately ſettled, 
and as Lady St. Aubin was in want of 
| her- attendance, ſhe promiſed to return 
in an hour. 5 
Clarifla occupied this vacant ſpace of 
time in viſiting the hair-drefſer, and 
thanking them for the civilities ſhe had 
met with. 
Before Clariſſa left them, ſhe requeſted 
that he would call at the Gloticeſter ccf. 
fee-houſe, and make ſome enquiries con- 
cerning Theodore; and if any letter 
. ſnould be left for her, to take the earlieſt 


opportunity of forwarding it; but on no 
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account to acquaint him of her reſidence, 
or the plan ſhe had adopted. 
Having made this requeſt the returned 
to Lady St. Aubin, who ſhe found, as 


before, 


„ . P Hon Ee ——_—_—_ 
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the dreſſing- room, acquainted her with 
the attendance ſhe ſhould expect. 


cumſtances, have obtained your clothes 


from the country?“ 


ing a complete change of apparel, and 


take out the various articles it contained. 


japanned box. 
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before, extremely unhappy. She aroſe 


on her entrance, and conducting her to | 


ou cannot, I preſume,” ſaid Lady 


St. Aubin, © from the nature of your cir- 


Clarifla informed her ſhe 544 not, but 
that ſhe had purchaſed a ſufficient ſupply 
for the preſent. 

Lady St. Aubin inſiſted on her accept- 


for this purpoſe opened a large trunk 
which had not been unpacked fince ſhe 
left the Weſt Indies, and deſired her to 


Clariſſa obeyed, and after ſhe had re- 


moved ſome of them, ſhe found a ſmall 


7.0: This 
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This ſhe took up by the handle on the 
ble, when the box, which was not lock- 


floor. 8 

1 Lady St. Aubin aſſiſted her in replacing 
the trinkets that lay ſcattered about: 
amongſt the reſt was a ſmall caſe: © 1 


hope, ſaid ſhe, *© this miniature is not 


It is not hurt by the fall, but I think the 
_ damp from the ſhip has rather diſcharged 


riſſa's hand, © Do you not think,” conti- 
nued ſhe, © it appears mildewed ?” 


Clariſſa ſurveyed the portrait with evi- 


- countenance. : 

Lady St. Aubin beheld it:“ What is 
it,” ſaid ſhe, © that thus aſtoniſhes you?“ 
: “ have 


Hd, and was proceeding with it to a ta- 


ed, opened, and the contents fell on the 


injured,” at the ſame time opening it. 


the colour.” Then putting it into Cla- | 


dent marks of ſurpriſe depicted on her 


{e 


« J have certainly,“ replied Clariſſa, 
« ſeen this portrait before, or the exact 
reſemblance of it, and ſet in the ſame 
manner. 185 

« ] ſhould ſcarcely think that poſlible,” 
rejoined: Lady St. Aubin: © it is the re- 
ſemblance of his lordſhip, and what he 
preſented to me before we were mar- 
ried. N 

= It i Is very cngular,” reſumed Clariſſa, 
« as the dreſs was the ſame, and a re- 
markable mole that is on the ſide of the 
face exactly correſponds with the minia- 
ture I ſaw.” 5 

« [t muſt have been the effect of acci- 
dent, reſumed Lady St. Aubin, as 


there never was, to my knowledge, any 


copy of it taken, except when we Wen 1 | | 


abroad. 
_ At that time bis lordſhip had my 
R 5 likeneis 


WY 


likeneſs taken, together with a copy of 
this, and left it in the poſſeſſion of his 
brother, that our poor loſt Frederick 
ee have an opportunity of ſeeing 
them.” 
Here Lady St. Aubin again drew out 
her handkerchief to wipe away the tears 
that were falling from her eyes. 
The reply of Lady St. Aubin occafion- 
ed Clariſſa to proceed. 
boa At the time,” ſaid ſhe, 45 that I was 
ſhewn the miniature, I was likewiſe fſhewn 
that of a lady, ſet in the ſame manner, 
The lady was dreſſed in blue, and on her 
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head a turban cap.“ 
85 Aſtoniſhing !” cried Lady St. Aubin. 
. «. You muſt have ſeen the identical por- 
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traits. Are you acquainted with Mr. St. 
Aubin, his lordſhip' s brother?“ 
Clariſſa replied in the negative. 
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At this juncture a ſervant informed her | 
ladyſhip that Lord St. Aubin wiſhed to | | 
fpeak with her. | e il 
She left the room, and in a few mi- | 
nutes Clariſſa was deſired to attend them. | 
« We are rather ſurpriſed,” ſaid his | 
lordſhip, „at what you have related 


— 

— — 
* 

— 1. 


concerning the miniatures; have the 


—————— 


— 


4 : 


_ goodneſs to ſtate where vou aw them, 


and in whoſe poſſeſſion.” 


ö 

n 

f 

| : 
i 


I was ſhewn them,“ replied Clariſſa, | 


6 by a young gentleman, who ſaid they 9 
were the reſemblance of his parents.“ 


| 
ith 
Lady St. Aubin was greatly agitated, 9 
| 


and exclaimed, It certainly was myo 


. fortunate Frederick“ : Ul 
| . 


Lord St. Aubin requeſted me would 


. compoſe herſelf; then turning to Clariſſa, 


tleman! oy” ſaid he. 


} 
| 
«* When did you laſt ſee this young eq ii 
at 5 6 «FA few 


n 
* A few days back,” replied Clariſſa: 


be came to town with me, and [I left ther 
him at the Glouceſter coffee-houſe.” 2jz E 
Vou ſee, my lady,” cried his lord- Ml jay 
ſhip, © how wrong you are to let theſe V 
trifling circumſtances thus oppreſs you.” Cat e 
« My lord,” replied her ladyſhip, © you fon 
certainly forget what Sir William Leſley IM 5; 
told you ; why ſhould vou have this high to h. 
opinion of your brother ?” = him 
„% Say nothing farther on that ſubjed,“ Sh 
reſumed his lordihip; “ Sir William an a 
ſpeaks only from ſuſpicion. Vou ſhould he h 
be careful not io wound the character of thoſe 
4 a man without foundation.” Then ad- Ide, 
careſſing himſelf to Clariſſa, „Did the N pici 
{ | perſon,” ſaid he, © tell you his name?” vw 
= Theodore Somers,” reſumed Clariſſa, ſanc 
'F was the name [ knew him by.” Won 
W «lt is all a miſtake,” rejoined his lord- 
fhip, 
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ip, and T will anſwer for it my bra- 


ther has the miniatures in his poſſeſſion.” 


He then waved his hand for Clariſſa. to- 


leave the room. 


When Clariſſa had quitted them, ſhe 


fat down to ruminate on what had fallen 
| from the lips of Lady St. Aubin. 
| She had mentioned fome perſon dear 
to her by the name of Frederick ; called 
him loſt, and unfortunate. 

She knew that Theodore Somers was only 


an aſſumed. name; he frequently declared 


he had parents abroad ; he had ſhewn her 


thoſe miniatures; he had fled from an un- 


cle, and Lady St. Aubin threw out a ſuſ- 
picion againſt the brother of his lordſhip, 

While ſhe was thus comparing eircum- 
ſtances, the houſe-keeper entered the 
room. 


< 307 poor lady,” faid ſhe, «is 90 un- 


happy 
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happy in conſequence of ſomething you . 
| have ſaid, that my lord cannot Pacih c 
her. It is reſpecting a miniature,” 2 
| % Have you hved long i in the family? R 
| faid Clariſſa. , n 
| 1 Lord bleſs you!“ replied the houſe 0 
| keeper * J have lived with them en: el 
| ſince they were married.“ 
| e Then you can inform me, ſaid Cl © 
14 riſſa, if they have a fon?” in 
1 [ | 6 Yes,” replied the houſe- -keepe 1. 
{1 <« that is what makes them fo unhapp fo 
| Don't mention it to any one ; he lll * 
turned out very wicked. But Il te 
i you all about them ; as you are no * 
i | | come into the family, it is fit you ſhou * 
= | 


know.” 
The houſe- keeper then took a cha 


and ſitting down beſide her, began 


follows : 


60 NM 


« My lord St. Aubin had as fair an 


eſtate left him, on the death of his father, 


as any nobleman could wiſh to have ; but 


he turned out extremely wild, and ſpent 
a mint of money at gaming-houſes, ſo 
that he was obliged to mortgage his 
eſtates. 

When he W my lady, he had 


a large fortune with her, but not enough 


to pay his debts ; nor did. he go the way 
to work, but lived as extravagant as be- 


fore, till my lady was brought to bed of 


| a ſon, who they named Frederick. 


„My lord then began to think ſeri- 
ouſly of the way he was going on. He 
was remarkably fond of the child, and 
for his fake determined to live more 
prudent. 

For this purpoſe he retired into the 


country, 


rr — 
- * . _ — 


— a 
— 


country, diſcharged ſeveral of his ſervants, 


and inſtead of being one of the moſt ex- 


travagant noblemen, he became one oi 


the moſt ſaving ; for he never parted with 


Zen times. 


« At this period his brother, who had 


been ſome years in the Weſt Indies, re- 
turned to England. 


ns brother, Mr. St. Aubin, had 


been to reſide with a rich uncle, who was 


a great planter, and who had ſent him 


back with a conſiderable ſum of money, | 


fufficient for him to- commence mer- 


| chant, and promiſed. not only to con- 


ſign the produce of his plantations to 


him, but to recommend. him to- other 


planters. 


@ guinea without looking at it half a do- 


F Upon this foundation Mr. St. Kubin 


commenced 
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commenced merchant, and ſucceeded to ö f 
his utmoſt expectations. | Il 
About three or four years afterwards "i 
the uncle died, — 


„% He divided his perſonal property if 
amongſt various relations, leaving a con- 
fiderable ſum to Mr. St. Aubin ; but the 
whole of his plantations he bequeathed | 


to his lordſhip. | 
© Theſe plantations, if ſold, would | i 
have produced more than ſufficient to I 
pay off the mortgages on his lordſhip's 9 
eſtate; and as his brother was acquainted | 
with their value, he conſulted with him i 


about diſpoſing of them. But Mr. St. 


Aubin recapitulated the immenſe ſums i 
of money that his uncle had gained by i 
keeping, them, and therefore ſtrenuouſly i 
adviſed his lordſhip to ſend a perſon over, 5 ll 
who ſhould look after them. wi | 4 
This 
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„This converſation had great weight 
with his lordſhip, and having now grown 
as careful as he was before extravagant, 
he formed the reſolution of going over 
and reſiding there, for the perpore of ac: 
cumulating wealth, 
For this inte nt he entruſted his bro- 
ther with the management of his eſtates, 
leaving him to pay off the mortgages out 
of the rents he ſhould receive; and like. 


wiſe, as he conſidered his fon Frederick 
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| too young to ſuſtain the voyage, and as 
it was impoflible he could receive ſo good 
an education there as in England, he leſt 
him alſo in his care, and failed in one of 
his brother's ſhips, taking his lady with 
him, and aſſuming the plain name of 
Frederick St. Aubin, thinking it rather 
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degrading tor a lord to be engaged in 


« He 


climate; and the large yearly produce he | 1 


conſtantly ſent over for his brother to dif- 


poſe of, inclined him to make a much | 
longer ſtay than he otherwiſe intended; | 
during which time he received every flat- | 
tering account that a parent could with , 2 
concerning his ſon. „ e 

« At length, after remaining there up- 1 

wards of fourteen years, he diſpoſed of ö 

the plantations to great advantage, ny 

2 returned to England. „„ 

* Being anxious to behold their ſon, of 

? whom they had received ſuch high enco- 1 
; miums, they immediately waited on Mr. 
id , ö TOR a 1 
ni St. Aubin, But judge how great their 
diſtreſs muſt have been, when he informs. | 

1 ed them, that Frederick had plunged intoy; | 


every vice; that he had obtained money); 


under 


1 4 
« He ſhortly began to approve of the 1 


obtained from his plantations, which he 
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under various pretences from bis unele, 
which he loſt at the gaming- table; that 
he kept various women, and had at laſt 
robbed his uncle of ten thouſand pounds, 
and ſet off with a favourite girl to Ame- 
rica. 

I thought,” continued the houſe- 
| keeper, © my lady would have died on 
the receipt of this intelligence; but his 
lordſhip endeavoured to ſupport ber ſpi- 
| rits, by aſſuring her he would write to 


fome friends he had i in America, and de- 


ſire them to advertiſe him in the papers 
| of the different ſtates, requeſting him to 
| return, on bis father's forgiveneſs; not 


| doubting but he ſhould by theſe __ 


© 9 4 — 7 2 5 
— 22 — — 3 — — 2 2 — W CERT 7 H C 
- — we — — —— pa ns ——— — — — Ou — — 8 * — — — O ps” — — 
„ 2 8 4 2 * Lake ” WE * CE - 
W1 — C o 4 * -4 


| hear of him. 
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cr. My lady then ſeemed more recon- 


ciled, and would have waited, patiently ; 
but Sir William Leſley, who has an ill 


opinion 
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opinion of my lord's brother, has filled 1 

her mind with a thouſand ſuſpicions.“ 
« Who is this Sir William Lefley ?”: 

ſaid Clariſſa: 1 Ron 


A very worthy | gentleman, . 


1 5 | 


the houſe-keeper, © and has been intis || 


mately acquainted with my lord during 4 
the chief part of the time he reſidec | 
abroad. I have heard he was very pog 
when he firſt went over, having nothin 
but a ſmall annuity to live on; but k 
firſt became (what is there called) an a 1 
torney to ſome plantations; after whit 3 
he ſaved money and purchaſed ſome lan 1 
this gained him more; and being frug if 
he amaſled a tolerable fortune : but f 
_ greateſt addition fell to him about 


X 


months back, by the death of a relati 


on which he came to his title and a le 


eſtate in England, 


118 
cc This made him determine to leave 
| the Weſt Indies, and this it was that haſ- 


| tened the departure of his lordſhip. But 
he too is very unhappy; he had a daugh- 


| 
' 
{ 


nb in England, and juſt as he was pre- 
| paring to ſail from the Weſt Indies, he 


| received an account of her death.“ 


1 A knocking was now heard, at the 


treet door. 


There is Sir William Leſley,” conti- 
med the houſe-keeper : « he calls two 
f three times a-day, as my lord and he 
very partial to each other's ſociety.” 
The houſe-keeper now went to attend 


duties of her ſtation, and Clariſſa re- 


ned to the drefling-room, for the pur- nel 
ſe of unpacking the trunk, and oY 
ther view of the miniature. ret 
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CHAP. VII. 


| O ſooner had Sir William Leſley en- 
tered, than Lady St. Aubin related the 
ircumſtance of the miniatures as deli- 
vered by Clariſſa. | 

« It ſtrongly corroborates my ſuſpi- 
cions,” rejoined Sir William : then turn- 
ing to his lordſhip, © You muſt excuſe 
me,” ſaid he, “ for endeavouring to leſ- 
ſen your brother in your eſtimation. I 
think he has not acted fairly by you. 
You know he is a penurious character, 
and they are not always the moſt ho- 
neſt,” 1555 | 

“ It would be a hard cafe indeed;” 
replied his lordſhip, © if every penurious 
character were conſidered diſhoneſt.” “ 
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That I admit,” reſumed Sir William; 


e but when other circumſtances ar 
brought to corroborate, it will afford 


ground for ſuſpicion. 


© In the firſt place, you left an of 
and faithful fteward to collect your rents, 
This ſtew. 
ard, you find, he has diſcharged many 
years back, and placed another in hi 
ſituation ; fince which time your eſtates 


Have not realiſed more than three-fourtls 


of the ſum they uſed formerly to do. 


« It is alleged by him the ſteward was 


impertinent ; that the repairs have fallen 


heavy ; and that ſeveral tenants elopet 
in debt. | 


« With reſpe&t to the 8 of the 
plantations you have yearly ſent over tc 
him, it has not netted more than three- 
fifthis of what you expected, and what 
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the crops of other planters had netted. 

In excuſe he pleads, damages ſuſtained, 

and the quality indifferent. 0 
« With reſpect to the money it pro- 


duced, as alſo the ſums yearly received 


from your eſtates after paying off the 
mortgages; he has bought and ſold in 
ſtock with it, by which one fourth is loſt. 


Unfortunately the ſtocks always got up 
: few days after he ſold out, which made 


2 him imagine they would riſe higher, and } ] 
< therefore. he bought in again and thus [ 

It is that you have loſt an immenſe ſum, f 
mer through his bad management or 
4 vickedneſs. 
ed ce Laſtly, reſpecting your ſon : there is ; 


charge of five thouſand pounds, had at 


the 
arious times from him; which, he ſays, ! 
te | 
as ſquandered in extravagance, Why | 
ee. 
id he not acquaint you of this proceed- 
nat . | ; i 4 
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In fact, none. 
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ing? But this ſum he might have given 


him at various periods; and he may plead, 
that he did not wiſh to wound your feel. 
ings. in 
* 1 mall therefore attend to the 1 
charge 


: 'a groſs ſum of ten thouſand 


pounds, ſaid to be taken by Frederick. 


Let me aſk, where he took it from? 
Did he draw it from his banker's, « 
ſell it out of ſtock ? What vouchers har 
you? what corroborative proofs does he 
bring to ſhow he loſt ſo large a ſum ?— 
You are to rely merely 
on his word. 

« Is it likely, if Frederick did poſſeſ 
himſelf of the ſum, that he ſhould f. 
his country? Who had he to fear? Did 


e dread an indulgent uncle? Is he not 


heir to all your property? Do you the 


think he would exile himſelf for a poo 
| 5 7 / ten 


ten tl 
triflin 
wort! 

* 
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ten thouſahd pounds? a ſum which is 


rifling, when compared to what you are 
worth. 5 5 
« Give me leave to ſay, that if Mr. 


St. Aubin has been guilty of any nefari- 
| 


ous practices reſpecting your eſtates and 


different freights, he would not ſtop at 


attempting to poſſeſs the whole; which, 


| © You make me extremely uneaſy by 


3” 


teſe ſuſpicions,” rejoined his lordſhip : 


Jever conſidered my brother as a fair- 


ntereſt.“ 

fly ; 
Didi 
not 


the 


Jy 


* It is rather ſurpriſing,” reſumed Sir 


your brother than you do of your own 


n. St. Aubin taught you to believe 


00 : WY: = Ee 
DO Frederick was all that is amiable: is it 
ten 3 


hen Frederick is removed, he is heir 


ealing man, and one who ſtudied my 


Villiam, © that you ſhould think better 
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re 
- 


not ſingular that he ſhould thus ſudden | 
degenerate | po nc 

ce It too frequently is the caſe,” rejd N 

ed his lordſhip; © when young mi! 
arrive at a certain age, they become, 
prey to their paſſions, which hurry td t 
into exceſſes; and my brother perhy a 
through his affection for him, was . 
ſufficiently. ſevere.” 71 
It may be ſo,” reſumed Sir Willi ' pp 


“ but I ſhould, notwithſtanding, ine ee, 
gate the intelligence further you H th: 
received from your ſervant.” 
e am of your opinion,” rejoined Hui. 
St. Aubin; © ſhall I ſend for her?“ "0 
Buy all means,” replied Sir Willi Sir 


. and ringing the bell, requeſted the ether 


tendance of Lady St. Aubin's womanWt V 
Clarifla entered. . * .. beer 
Sir William fat in his chair, attenti 

ſurye) 


reying her, and then exclaimed in a 
tone, My God! what a reſem- 
nce!“ ESRD ine 

What is it,” faid Lady St. Aubin, in a 
iſper that could not be heard by Clariſſa, 


« what is it that attracts your notice, 
d throws you into this agitation | 4 

cc Tell me,” ſaid he, © the name of 
t young lady.” 
« I really do not know it,“ replied her 
dyſhip; “ ſhe came here not an hour 
ce, and J have been too much engaged 
think of aſking her.“ Then turning 
Clariſſa, I forgot,” ſaid ſhe, © to 
quire your name.” | 
Maria Bentley,” replied Clariſſa. 

Sir William fighed. “ I am not alto- 
ether well,” ſaid he; * will you per- | 
it Miſs Bentley to fetch me a glaſs of 
vater?“ 
til | 3: Clariſſa 


7e) 


his lordſhip. 
Never,“ replied Sir William, © could Wl 


deceaſed wife, for whoſe fake I have thu; 


meet in my child; but death has robbed 
me of the chief happineſs Df which | 


Clariſſa obeyed. 
© Why are you thus agitated ?” ſai, 


there be a more ſtriking likeneſs than 
there is between that young lady and my 


long remained a widower, Such a per- 
fon did my nightly dreams and waking 
thoughts prompt me to imagine I ſhoull 


wiſhed to live” 
80 Do not think of it, * N his 
lordſhip ; © you ſhould recollect it is paſt 


all remedy, and therefore (nba ares 


yourſelf with fortitude.” _ 

« have hitherto,” replied Sir William, 
“ endeavoured ſo to do; but Miſs Bent- 
ley recalled fo forcibly'to my memory the 


recollection 
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recollection of my misfortunes, that, for 


a moment, they unmanned me. I am 
now conſiderably better.” 
Clariſſa returned. 


Sir William took ſome of the water, 


leſt ſhe ſhould think he had given her 


needleſs trouble. 
Lady St. Aubin requeſted ſne would 


relate what ſhe knew concerning the per- 


| fon who ſhe called Theodore Somers. 


Clariſſa complied. She ſtated the for- 


lorn ſituation in which Theodore was at 


the time Somers firſt beheld him, which 


ſhe was enabled to do from the informa- 


tion of Auguſta. 


She then drew a bi of the bh 


volent character of Somers, who reliev- 


ed his diſtreſs, and took him into his 
kouſe. 1 
ſc | How | 1 s this! [?” cried - Lord St, «a, 
G4 bin: 


128 
bin: © I conceived this Theodore was a 
relation of Mr. Somers, as he bore the 
ſame name.' 5 
That name,” rejoined Clariſſa, © Mr. 
Sine gave him, as he refuſed to di- 
yulge his own. 
Theodore Somers,” continued ſhe, 


declared he had parents abroad, whom 


he ſhortly expected home; that he had 
been obliged to fly from an uncle, in 
| Whoſe protection he had been left, but 


who had abuſed his truſt.“ 


„ Now, my lord,” cried Sir William, 


% what think you of this circumſtance? 


and add to this, he was in poſſeſſion of 
your miniatures.“ 


"2 Ft by ſingular!“ replied his lordſhip : 


„ but I will thank the young woman to 


57 


proceed. Let 1 me know,” continued he, 


* how you became acquainted with him.“ 


& ] was 


« I was taught, my lord,” replied Cla · 

riſa, © to expect a bigher lot than what 
J long have moved in. 

« I never knew a father; be left Eng- 
land before I was born; nor could ; © 
know my mother, as ſhe died ſhortly af 
ter I was brought into the world. 

« My father ſent money yearly for my 

9 t. by which means 1 received a to- 
lerable education.” : 

0 What a remarkable ſimilarity * cir- 

cuunſtances '” ſaid Sir William to his lord- 
ſhip. 

Mere matter of chance,” ſaid his 
lordſhip: then turning to Clariſſa, * What 
became of your father?” ſaid he. 

« He loſt what he had gained, by ven- 

wing too much,“ replied Clariſſa ; © and 


it was ſuppoſed he died, as the gentle 


G 5 a man 


man with whom I was left 1 in truſt 1 never 


heard from him after. 


« From this 1 date my misfortunes: 


it was not in the power of this gentle- 


man to ſupport me, and an officer's wi- 


dow, who he had ſelected to finith my 


755 


education 
© God of heaven!” cried Sir William, 


ſtarting from his chair and ſtriking his 
hand upon his forehead while he walked 
about the room. 1 5 
Lord St. Aubin went to him: © You _ 
certainly forget yourſelf,” ſaid he ; © why 


do you ſuffer ſuch trifles thus to unman 
you?“ 
I cannot help it,” replied Sir Wil- 


liam. © I beg your pardon for this in- 


terruption ; requeſt Miſs Bentley to pro- 
ceed. — i 
This - 
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« This lady,” reſumed Clariſſa, © pro- 


vided. for me out of her widow's penſion, 


and we lived in the neighbourboog of 


Mr. Somers. 5 ol 

« IIlneſs greatly reduced her circum- 
1 and I took in ncedle-work to al- 
ſiſt in ſupporting us. 


« Mr. Somers knew our poverty, and 


conſtantly relieved us. He heard my | 


ſtory, and would not permit me to con- 


tinue my employment, but ſupplied every |} 


want I had, and promiſed to be my pro- 
tector.“ . 1 4 
« That Somers,” cried Sir William, 
«is a worthy character, and I. ſhall eſteem 
him as long as I live. | 
=” You are now, Miss Bentley, a child 
of charity ; ; I will be to you a more than 
protector; a friend—a father.” Oe 
_ Clariſſa, at the mention of- that nib 
6 6 ing 
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ing name, drew out her handerchief to 
wipe away the tears that ſtarted in her 
eyes. 5 
Lord St. Aubin looked at Sir William 
with evident aſtoniſhment. 


lt is even ſo,” continued Sir William; 
I cannot help my feelings, it will afford 
me unſpeakable ſatisfaction.“ T 
- Clariſſa teſtified her gratitude for his 
offer, and aſſured him it ſhould be the 


ſtudy of her life to merit his favour. 


; Lady St. Aubin congratulated her on . 
the promiſe ſhe had received, and then \ 
Myvelted ſhe would proceed. a 

Clariſſa ſtated how ſhe became ac- 

quainted with Theodore, his being ap- t 
prehended in confequence of the hand- h 

bill, together with all the attendant v 

circumſtances: his affection for Miſs ND 


Freeman ; his frequent declaration that 


333 


he ſhould one day be able to prove him- 
ſelf upon an equality with her family; 
and concluded with the cauſes that 
brought both himſelf and her to Lon- 
fofl>_ . | 0 
When Clariſſa had finiſhed, © 1 will 
go,“ ſaid Lord St. Aubin, « to the Glou- 
ceſter coffee-houſe immediately, i in ſearch 
of this Theodore Somers.” 
lt will be of no uſe,” rejoined Cla- 
riſa, © When I went to fetch the water 
for Sir William, the man who had ad- 
viſed me to apply for this fituation was 
waiting to ſpeak with me. 
1 ſent a ſervant for the water; i in 
the mean time he informed me, that he 
had enquired for Theodore, conſiſtent 
with my requeſt ; but that he had not 
been there ſince ] left the letter,” 


Ce « That 


184 


r 
* 


ce That is unfortunate,” .rejoined- his 


3 lordſhip. . 


15 Had 1 not better go for't the letter d 


reſumed Clariſſa, It may ſerve to throw 
a light upon the buſineſs; and, if not, it 
will convince your lordſhip that what J 
have related is not a fiction.“ 

« J have no doubt of its authenticity,” 
replied his lordſhip ; "Ha, but 1 ſhould wilh, 
notwithſtanding, to ſee the letter. I will 


order the carriage for you.” 


. Clariſſa replied, that the ſhould be 


back again before the carriage could be 


got in readineſs, and therefore declined it. 
When Clariſſa left the houſe, ſhe had 
an opportunity of peruſing a letter which 


the hair-dreſſer had brought, and which 
was left by Freeman at the Glouceſter 


collce- houſe, L 


This 


* This letter contained ſuch an avowal 
of his innocence reſpecting her, that ſhe- 
felt ſtrongly inclined to believe it; and, 
by the time ſhe had reached the coffee- 
houſe, had come 'to a determination of 
writing to Auguſta, by way of reply. 

When ſhe entered the houſe, ſhe was 
ſurpriſed on meeting Freeman. 

He had, in conſequence of Somers in- 
forming him ſhe was to be heard of at 
that place, offered five guineas to the 
waiter if he could trace her; therefore, 
when the hair-drefſer called to enquire 
concerning Theodore, and if a letter had 
been ſent for Clariſſa, the waiter follow- 
ed him, and obſerving him enter the 
houſe of Lord St. Aubin, he remained in 
the ſtreet while he ſhould deviſe a plan to 
and out if ſhe was there, 


It 
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at the door and aſk for a fictitious name. 


while the waiter was tiring him with 
queſtions, he beheld Clariſſa coming down 
the ſtairs. This was ſufficient, he in- 
ſtantly returned, and diſpatched a jetter 
to Freeman, who, the moment he heard 
Clariſſa had been traced, viſited the cot- 
fee-houſe, to pay the reward and obtain 
the information. 

The waiter had but that minute in- 
: formed him, when Clariſſa entered. 
She ſtarted back on obſerving him, and 


ſhe then upbraided him with his conduct, 
which he in return denied; and having 
W FE produced the letter Somers had ſent him, 
Wh it perfeRly ſatisfied her of his innocence. 
Sbe 


It occurred to him that he might knock 


The porter anſwered the knock, and 


was going to retire, but he detained her: 
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She apologiſed for her ſuſpicions; but 
alleged it would be out of her power to 
ſee him again. 

« Not ſee me !” cried Freeman; how 


can you be thus deliberately cruel? I 


will wait on Lady St. Aubin, as I under- 


ſtand you have ſought her protection: I 
will explain to her my wiſhes, and the 
will ſurely plead in my behalf.” | 

Clariſſa was ſurpriſed he ſhould have 
heard where ſhe was fituated i in ſo ſhort 
a time. 

e er ladyſhip will not ſee you,” re- 
plied ſhe, © as I informed her it was 
through your means I was taken from 
home.” 1 55 

Ihen it is neceſſary,” rejoined Free- 
man, that I ſhould viſit her, if it be 
only to vindicate my character, and 1 


will poſitively attend you back. fy 
_ Clariſſa 


JO. 


_ Clariſſa: found that all reſiſtance would 
be uſeleſs, Freeman declared he would 
accompany her; ſhe therefore aſked for 
the letter, and, as ſhe was returning, ac- 
quainted him with her having aſſumed 
the name of Maria Bentley. I ſhould 
not wiſh,” continued ſhe, © to be deted- 
ed in a falſity; ſome few days hence, per- 
haps, I may take an opportunity of ex · 
plaining to them the reaſons that made 
me ſhelter myſelf under a borrowed 
name.” | 1 8 
Freeman aſſured her ſhe might rely on 
. 5 
Clariſſa next acquainted him with the 
generous offer made by Sir William 
Leſley. 1 

« Who is this IN William Late] 2 
eried Freeman : © 1 would have you be- 
ware how you accept the protection of a 


ſtran ger, 


Bo motives.” N 


ſtranger. By Heaven! no one-ſhall pro- 
tet you but myſelf. It is very ſingular, 
indeed, that a man you never beheld till 
this afternoon ſhould thus voluntarily of- 
ter his ſervices. You do not know the 


world; Clariſſa,” continued he: * there 


is ſome improper motive couched under 


this maſk of generoſity.” 

« Hold!” ſaid Clariſſa; © you are in- 
juring a worthy character: I am confi- 
dent his offer proceeds from the beſt af 


[Br this time they had reached the 
| ouſe, 
= | Clariſſa requeſted he would not accom- 
171 pany her in; but Freeman lent a deaf ear 
150 her entreaty, and when the porter 
4 | opened the door, he deſired him to ſend 
+ fa ſervant with his name to Lady St. Au- 
I bin, requeſting a few minutes” audience. 
4 Clariſſa, finding all ſhe could ſay was 
Þ | of no uſe, haſtened to her ladyſhip with 
4 | the letter, and acquainted her with meet- 
4 ing Mr. Freeman, who had inſiſted on 
| _ her home. le is now wait- 


= in 1 the ball,” ca the, © * to ſpeak 


« What 
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ce What can he poſſibly want with 

| me?” rejoined her ladyſhip. © If he has 
acted in the manner you mentioned, I will 
not ſee him.” DIY 

e Is it the ſame man,” ſaid Sir William, 


.* to whom you ſtand indebted for your 


journey to London?“ . 
« I charged it to his account,” ' replied 
Clariſſa ; * but he pleads innocent, anc 
brings ſtron 8 corroboratiye proofs 19  ſhoy 
| that he is ſo.” 
The ſervant now entered with Free 
man's meſſage. 
« If your ladyſhip will admit him, yo 
will oblige me,” ſaid Sir William, © as 
wich to ſpeak with him.” 
Lady St. Aubin deſired the ſervar 


would conduct him up ſtairs. 


Freeman entered, but was ſurpriſed 
ſeeing two gentlemen with her ladyſhip 
- Lak 


142 


"Lady St. Aubin roſe on Kis entering 


the toom, and introduced him. 


ee] underſtand, ” ſaid Sir William, you 
wiſh to ſpeak with her ladyſhip concern- 


ing Miſs Bentley. J have promiſed to be 


ber father, and upon this promiſe ſhe has 


agreed to accept of my protection; there- 


I am the only perſon you can apply to.” 


Freeman then related the unpleaſant 


how unfounded thoſe ſuſpicions were. 


ed the attachment he had for her, and 
he painful anxiety he had ſuſtained dur- 
ng her abſence. 

21 ſhall ſhortly? Entinueckt he, " ob- 


ecdings ; after which, it is my wiſh that 


fore, if you have any thing to advance, 8 


ſuſpicion ſhe had harboured of him, and 


produced the letter from Somers to prove 


He next, in an animated ſtyle, diſplay- 


ain. my father's ſanction for my pro- 


the 
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ſhe will conſent to mm my name and 
fortune.“ 
« Who is your father?” rejoined Sir 
William. : 5 8 ' 
Freeman replied, by informing him of 
his family and connections. 
If you are related to Sir Charles 
Freeman,” faid his lordſhip, C you. can 


perhaps give me ſome information re- 


ſpecting Theodore 8 Somers.“ 89 5 


I had the pleaſure of being acquaint- 


ed with the gentleman you mention,” re- 


plied Freeman ; © and will give your lord- 


ſhip every information in my power.” 


« Firſt,” ſaid Sir William, * I will an- 
{wer you reſpeCting the buſineſs you 
came upon. I ſhall, in return for the 
handſome and diſintereſted offer you have 


made, take the earlieſt opportunity of 


conſulting Miſs Bentley. If ſhe approves, 


and 
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and you obtain the conſent of your fa- 
ther, I will endeavour to beſtow a for- 
tune on her, ſuitable, perhaps, to the 


expectations of your family.“ 

1 feel myſelf greatly obliged to you, 
for your generous intenticns,” replied 
Freeman; © but I want no fortune with 
her; my affection is not dictated by mer- 
cenary motives; to have the happineſs 
of calling Miſs Bentley mine is all I de- 
fire.” 


„This ſentiment of yours,” reſumed 


Sir William, « elevates you in my eſti- 


mation; but ſince I have promiſed to be 
a father to her, I ſhall conſult my own 
dignity on the occaſion : ſhe ſhall not 
enter your family in the light of a pauper. 
And now, fir,” continued he, © you will 
oblige us by relating what you know of 
the young gentleman.” 
. | Freeman 
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Freeman began with the origin of their 
acquaintance, and continued till he men- 
tioned the circumſtance of his meeting a 
Mr. St. Aubin. 5 

« What St. Aubin! py cried his lord- 
ſhip; © who is he?” 
* A merchant in the city,” replied 


Freeman, 0 that [ accidentally met at. 


Mrs. Seaton's, my aunt.“ 


« I begin to fear,” ſaid nis lordſhip, 
turning to Sir William, © that your ſuſ- 


picions were not altogether unfounded. "ut 


Freeman next related the charge that 


Mr. St. Aubin exhibited againſt Theo- 


dore, of his taking a ſum of money and 
the two miniatures from his employer, 
who brought him up as a child of cha- 
rity, : | 

« This ſtory,” continued Freeman, 
« carries a contradiction on the face of 

VOL, Iv. og it 
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it; for when Theodore ſupplicated the 
benevolence of my friend Somers, his 


fhoes were nearly worn from his feet; he 
had not a ſnilling in his poſſeſſion, and 
offered to accept a menial office, as he 
was literally in want of bread at the time 
he had the miniatures in his poſſeſſion. 
If theſe were not the reſemblance of his 
parents, why did he not diſpoſe of them, 
or of the diamonds with which they were 
ſet? It ſhews the high veneration he 


had for them, and ſtrongly corroborates 


his own teſtimony.” 


Lady St. Aubin burſt into tears: It 
was certainly my poor loſt Frederick!“ 
ſaid ſhe. © What has not St. Aubin to 


anſwer for, in thus perſecuting my child 
who was left in his protection; he never 
knew what it was to be a parent!“ 

„ How is this!” cried Freeman, aſto- 
_ niſhed. 
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niſhed.. " 15 it poſſible that Theodore 
Somers can be your ſon?” 
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„ am afraid,” ! his lordſhip, 


3 IS too true,” 

Freeman approached Lady St. Au— 
bin: * Compoſe yourſelf,” ſaid he; 
ay Theodore is ſafe, and ſomewhere un- 


der the protection of his friend, Mr. 
Somers.” 


< Ah!” cried his Toraſhip, Si. tell me 
1 what reaſon you have for ſo lay - 
ing.” 


Freeman proceeded. He related the 


— 
1 * 4 25 
2 


* K 2 
=> T4” 


circumſtance of Theodore being taken 
by the men in the preſence of Auguſta; 


his own ſuſpicions ; his waiting on the 


Jew in conſequence, and the converfa- 
tion that paſſed. | 


Bas What Jew is that? ” ſaid his | lord- 
| ip, , 
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ce His name,” replied Freeman, . 


Iſaac Solomon ; and if I may judge from 
what he told me, he poſſeſſes the heart 
of a Chriſtian.” | 
Lou have been impoſed on,” aid 
his lordſhip : © I have heard of the fel- 
low; he is the man who tranſatts my 
brother's buſineſs—if a brother he may be 
called. Solomon would not venture to 
loſe his favour by reſcuing my unfortu- 


nate boy.” 


I beg your lordſhip's "1 ſaid 


Freeman ; L I am inclined to think other- 
wiſe: he it was that led me to ſuſpe& Mr. 


Somers knew of Theodore, which prompt- 


ed me to write to him, and I received 
this in reply.”— | | 

Freeman now read that part of the let- 

ter from Somers which aſſured him that 


Theodore was ſafe, but in ſecreſy. 
98 4. If, 75 


| &« If,” ſaid his lordſhip, e Theodore is 
really my ſon, I know not how I ſhall be 
able to reward Mr. Somers for his huma- 
el N 

He poſſeſſes,” ' reſumed Freeman, 
« ſufficient for all the comforts of life ; 
and you would wound his feelings by a 
propoſal of that nature. It will amply 
repay him to know he has been the 
means of rendering a fellow- creature 
happy.” 


9 You have ſo far rouſed my feelings, 


and excited my curioſity, by this relation 
reſpecting Theodore, reſumed his lord- 
ſhip, © that T will ll take the earlieſt op- 
portunity of viſiting Mr. Somers: but firſt 
J will ſee St. Aubin. It is now too late 
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to call on him, as he has no doubt gone 
to his country houſe, where I underſtand 
he ſleeps every night; but I will be with 

H 3 him 


- * 2 * 
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him to-morrow, and try if J can diſco. 
ver in his countenance any token of 
guilt.” 

e may be allowed to adviſe,“ re 8 
joined Freeman, © it is, that you would 
firſt viſit the Jew.” 
« By no means,” replied his lordſhip ; 
« that Jew would put St. Aubin on his 
guard, Reſt aſſured, wherever a Jew is 
concerned, there is ſome nefarious nrac- 


; Prac 
tice at the bottom.“ 


Sir William joining with his lordſhip, 
Freeman' 8 advice was overruled. 

0 Clariſſa was now preparing to leave 
the room; but Lady St. Aubin approached 
her, and taking her hand, 12 © You muſt not 
leave us,” ſaid the ; 66 you are now the 
adopted daughter of Sir William : I thall 

be proud to place you amongſt the num 
ber of my { friends :” and chen inſiſted on: 


her 


her taking a chair beſide her, which Cla- 
riſſa, in conſequence of her importunity, 
was obliged to accept. | 

Lord St. Aubin defired Freeman would 
ſpend the evening with him, and Sir Wil 
Tiam at the ſame time joining in the requeſt, 
he readily conſented, flattering himſelf 
he ſhould habe an opportunity of paſſing 
a few moments with Clariſſa unaccompa- 
nied by her friends, as bis heart over- 
flowed with an ecſtaly he wiſhed to relate. 
But no ſuch opportunity offered; each 
were too deeply engaged in their enqui- 
ries reſpecting Theodore; his manner, 
addreſs, accompliſhments of perſon, and 
underſtanding: to all which enquiries 
Freeman gave ſuch anſwers as taiſed their 
expectations to the higheſt pitch. 

At the hour of twelve Freeman took 
his leave, and returned to his aunt's. 


H 4. He 


He concluded Auguſta would have 
retired to reſt, as ſhe intended ſetting off 


early on the following morning with 


Mrs. Somers for Cliffdown- lodge; but 


expected to find Mrs. Seaton up, to whom 


he intended relating the ſucceſs he had 


met with. 
When he entered the room he was 
ſurpriſed on beholding his father, as he 


had no ſuſpicion of his being in — 


Freeman, who was at all times happy 


to ſee him, ran towards him to teſtify 


the pleaſure this unexpected meeting af- 


forded; but was checked by the unu- 


ſual ſeverity that appeared in his counte- 
nance. | 


© Firſt,” ſaid his father, © anſwer 


me, what is it that has occaſioned your 


viſit to town? — Is it true, that you 
have come to a determination. of intro- 


ducing 


d 


3 


ducing a miſerable cottager into my fa- 
mily ?” 
Freeman was confounded at the ſtern 
manner in which his father addreſſed 
him, and could not articulate a reply; 
but heſitated. 

lt will be of no uſe to deny it,“ 
ſumed his father; „ I have received a 
letter from my brother, Sir Charles, in- 
forming me of the whole particulars ; 
and my ſiſter has likewiſe, conſiſtent with 
her duty to me and affection for you, 
acquainted me with what has come to 


her knowledge. You will therefore ren- 


r 
3 


der yourſelf more deſerving of my favour 
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attend to any thing you can plead in ex- 
tenuation of your folly.” 1 
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had always taught him to believe he 
ſhould be left to the free and unbiaſſed 
_ exerciſe of his judgment in the choice of 
a partner. 

He then deſcanted on "ths merits of 
Clariſſa, and related the ſtory he had 
learnt from Somers; concluding with the 


adventure of the evening; and Sir Wil. 


| liam Leſley having adopted her. 
- - This relation in ſome meaſure pacified 
the father. © I ſhall viſit this nonpareil,” 
ſaid he, and ſhall likewiſe have ſome 


| converſation with Sir William. Pray, is 


he related to her? The name being the 
fame, and your aſſertion that ſhe ſprings 
from an ancient family in the north of 
England, who I am diſtantly acquainted = 
with, together with a combination of cir- 
cumſtances, prompts the enquiry.“ 


« do not believe they are related, 


— 


replied 
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replied Freeman; © but you will oblige 
me by mentioning the circumſtances you 
allude to.“ 


« I knew a Sir Henry Leſley,” ' reſum-- Wi 


ed the elder Freeman. © He had only 


one brother, and to the beſt of my recol- 


lection, his name was William. 


« This brother went over to the Weſt 


Indies, leaving his wife pregnant, who 


was ſhortly after delivered of a daughter, 1 


and died. 


“ This circumſtance of Miſs Leſley * 1 


far correſponding, induced me to put the 


queſtion,” 


Her father,” rejoined Freeman, „has 


been dead for ſome years: they may, not- 


withſtanding, be diſtantly related; but it 


has been out of the power of Sir William 


to inveſtigate it, as ſhe, to avoid the per- 


bon who conveyed her from home, has. 
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which name only ſhe is known to him.“ 

* She muſt explain that circumſtance,” 
reſumed the father: © the name of Leſley 
not being common in the North, it may 


poſſibly turn out as I ſuſpect.” 


company him. 


to reſt. 


taken up the name of Maria Bentley, by 


Freeman ſignified his intention of viſit- 
ing Clariſſa in the morning, and requeſted 


his father would do him the favour to ac- 


This being agreed upon, they retired 


CHAP.” 


* - — 
 *K.. 
„ 17 


CHAP. IX. 


ON the following morning, after break- 
faſt, Sir William taking Clariſſa by the 
hand, © Miſs Bentley,” ſaid he, “ I wiſh 
8 a few minutes' converſation with 
8 e | 

Having adjourned to another apart- 


you,” continued he, © I felt for you the 
affection of a parent. - As your mother 
was left, ſo did I leave my wife ; as your 
mother died, ſo died my poor Clarifla ; 
as you were left in truſt, and to the care 
of a gentleman, ſo was my child left, and 
juſt ſuch a daughter as you appear did I 


N hope to meet on my return to Eng- 


land: 
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land: but death has deprived me of that 
happineſs. _-* 

The ſimilarity of theſe circumſtances, 
together with the ſtrong reſemblance your 
features bear to her's who ſhared my 
heart, and whoſe memory muſt be ever 
dear to me, account, perhaps, in part for 
the ſenſations I felt when I firſt beheld 
you, and for the promiſe I have made. 


„J am now going to fulfil a part of 


that promiſe, by conſulting your happi- 
neſs. Mr. Freeman, if the account he 
gives of his family and fortune be correct, 
is ſo far unexceptionable. But you are 
now to take into your conſideration, that 


you are the daughter. of Sir William Leſ- 
ley, and not an unprotected orphan ;. do 
not therefore permit his ſituation. in life 


to have the ſmalleſt weight with you. If 


he really has an intereſt in your heart, 


take 


ab 


fu 
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take him; but if not, the fortune T am 


able, and will beſtow on you, ſhall be a 
ſufficient recommendation, and ſuch as 
will entitle you to expect his equal. 

_ © Having made the preliminary obſer- 
vations, anſwer me, in return, one queſ- 


tion with candour. 


« Is Mr. Freeman the object of your 


choice! {i 
Clariſſa bluſhed and heſitated. 
„ may judge,” continued Sir Wil- 
liam, © from the confuſion betrayed in 
your countenance, he certainly is. But 
why are | you afraid to ſpeak to me ? 


What can I ſay, or what act can [I do, 


that will teach you to look upon me as 
your father ?” 
«© Oh, Sir William,” rejoined Clariſſa, 
% my heart is almoſt too full for utter- 
ance ! 


—— — 
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ance vou * me by y your abun: 
dant generoſity!!! M 
1 Generoſity !* ” cried Sir William ; 


| © what a ſentiment is that !—Are you 
= not my daughter ?” 


* Oh Heaven!“ exclaimed Clariſſa, 


burſting into tears; you teach me by 


your goodneſs the loſs I have ſuſtained in 


the death of my parent !—but which loſs 


you amply replace.” 


« It ſhall be the ſtudy of my life ſo to | 


do,” rejoined Sir William. © I cannot 


endure that you ſhould look upon me as 


[ your benefactor. I hope to merit a far 
| more endearing title; therefore, anſwer 
| my queſtion as you would anſwer To 
father.” 

Clariſſa, oppreſſed with the kindneſs 


manifeſted by Sir William, felt aſhamed 


that 


that ſhe ſhould have impoſed on him with 
a borrowed name, and was firſt preparing 
to ſolicit his forgiveneſs for ſo doing, 
when the names of Freeman ſenior and 
junior were announced ; and Lady St. 
Aubin entered the room to aſk if Sir Wil- 
liam would ſee them. . 
Buy all means,” replied Sir William: 
then turning to Clariſſa, © You have not 
anſwered my queſtion,” ſaid he. 


7 


0 There F no occaſion,” replied Cla- 
ris; 5% your penetration has diſcovered 
all I had to tell you.“ 
„Why then,” cried Sir William, 8 E 
man and you ſhall be one, if my fortune 
be able to procure it. 

_ Clarifla ventured to preſs his hand, 

while the tears that ſtood in her eyes 
betokened the feelings of a grateful 
heart. | 


Sir 


Sir William returned the preſſure:— 


Come, child,” ſaid he, © you muſt go 


with me; © I will ſhew Freeman's father 


what an amiable daughter I have to. pre- 


ſent him.” 


Clariſſa accompanied him. 


Lord and Lady St. Aubin were in con- 


verſation with the younger Freeman, and 


would have withdrawn; but Sir William 


prevented them. 


„J waited upon you,” Mid the elder 


Freeman, © at the particular requeſt of 


my ſon, and in conſequence of a conver- 


ſation that took place between you yel- 
terday evening reſpetting a young lady, 


- who, he informs me, is under your pro- 


tection.“ 


„J have not only taken Miſs Bent- 
ley under my protection,“ rejoined Sir 
William, but —“ 


1 I beg 


at 


i 


a, beg your pardon,” ſaid the elder 


; 1 „ ente 
Freeman, interrupting him, “ the young 


lady's name 1s not Bentley.” 


« Permit me,” faid Freeman, © as I 


am acquainted with the circumſtance, to 
inform Sir William, 


That young lady, who paſſes for 
Miſs Bentley, is deſcended from a titled 
family, and thought ſhe might give an 


offence to ſome branch of it if ſhe enter- 


ed into a ſtate of ſervitude in her own 


name; ſue further imagined I had treated 


her improperly, and therefore, to ſcreen 


herſelf the more effectually from my 


knowledge, aſſumed the name of Maria 


Bentley. My father wiſhes this circum- i 


ſtance to be explained, as he conjectures 


there may be a relationſhip exiſting be- 


tween you.” 
Fi ſhould be happy to find it ſo,” 
joined 


joined Sir William. My family is not 
extenſive, and if you will rehearſe the 
grounds you have for ſuch conjeCture, I 
ſhall be able no doubt to ſatisfy you.” 
Freeman began by relating what So 


mers had informed him; but when he 


came to that part wherein he obſerved 


ſhe was left in the care of a Mr. Morris 


« Heavenly God !” cried Sir William, 
* whither would you lead me Morris! 


— With a perſon of that name J left my 


wife, and afterwards to his care aſſigned 
my daughter.“ 

Then haſtening to Clariſſa, and . 
| | hold of her hand, „Tell me, child,” ſaid 
| he, © and eaſe this diſtracting ſtate of 


| fuſpenſe, who are your relations, and 


what is your name pb 
i Clariſſa, who was feelingly alive to 
| what had paſſed, was ſcarcely able to 


3 | 


articulate 


art. 


ſh 


fe 
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articulate a reply, till recovering herſelf, 
« My uncle was Sir Henry Leſley,” ſaid 
ſhe: © I am Clariſſa Leſley.” 

. Now J am indeed a parent!“ cried 
Sir William ; ; and, unable to ſuſtain his 
feelings, ſunk on a chair. 

Lord St. Aubin ran to his aſſiſtance. 

„ ſhall be better in a minute,“ ſaid 


Sir William faintly: © where is my daugh- 


ter let me fold her to my heart !” 

Clariſſa, whom this event had for a 
minute deprived of ſenſe and motion, and "a 
who was ſupported by Lady St. AUDI - ** 
and Freeman, began to revive. 1 

« Compoſe yourſelf,” ſaid Freeman; | 
" Sir William is your father let me 
conduct you to him.” _ | 

Clarifſa, by his aſſiſtance, threw herſelf 
upon her father's neck, while Sir William . 


preſt 
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| unutterable felicity. 


the room, while ſhe endeavoured to re- 


| 
Lady St. Aubin prevailed on her to quit 
| 


| gain her ſpirits. 
« Father of Mercies P cried Sir Wil- 


& gence?” 


| neſs, it is.probable ſhe never would have 


| we are too frequently lamenting our lot, 


fate, 


tate, C 
preſt her to him, and ſpent a moment in ng us 


But Clariſſa nearly relapſing again, 


liam, and lifting up his eyes towards 


Heaven, « how wonderful is thy provi- 


Wonderful indeed !” rejoined Lord 
St. Aubin. Had not your daughter 
been-taken from her home in the coun- 


try, which has given her ſo much uneaſi- 


known a father, or you have been bleſſed 
| with a daughter: and thus it is, while 


| and complaining againſt the ſeverity of 


—4 
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ng us on to happineſs.” 

« To happineſs indeed !” rejoined Sir 
William. © To find my daughter ſtill in 
-xiſtence, who I was taught to believe 
was dead, is a pleaſure I could not have 


expected. But what could induce Mor- 


ceipt of,” | : 


day you landed, on enquiring for him you 


heard he had failed ſome years back ; 


ſince which time, depend upon it, he has 


found it neceſſary to keep the money for 


find 


fate, our Creator is imperceptibly lead- 


ris to act upon this principle? It is to 
me aſtoniſhing. I regularly ſent him over 
remittances more than ſufficient for her 
ſupport and education, which remittances 


[ have his letters to acknowledge the re- 


«judge; how it is,” ſaid Lord St. 


Aubin: © you informed me, on the firſt 


his own uſe, reſting fatisfied ſhe would 


— — 


R a 2 * p 8 2 — 4 — 
ES . . 8 * 1 1 Sa. 2.” Wa. - : 
FC ˙— a = Sa 3 SER ͤ ͤ X C i. 

: = ; W 1 * LW bas L- ESE © l E Xe — — 


— ——_— — — i — - _ — 
— — — rH — - > 2 — a” TE —— EL " 
1 2 1 * e 2 2 a — » 2 -— * . - 
2 3  - ** . 8 1 am af 2 12 > - rY 2 — 
2 — —— — - — p A 4 4 ry 
—— 4.3 at td 268-5 EO. — a - | 
2 a ar 
= > C 
CY . Foo, « C 1 4 2 
3 # I 


* 


2 Rh 


x 3G 
1 
1 55 
5 oy. * 
6 2% * 
1 1 
1 4 
7 I a# 
' Sf 
* 5 
{ 
+ 
4X8 
7 BY 
1 
9 
'1 $38 
©$ x 0 N 
„ 
'F nA 
N 
1 1.x 
5 i 
16% 
” 
: 638 
741 
is 
þ FT 
. 44 « 
3 
7 BY 
ns } * * * 
"4 + Wy 
{EF 
2 ay 
Wt 
f "4 
4 þ4 
* 1 
1 
. '% 
» * 
: * 
1 1 
y 4 
A 
i „ 
N * 
Hy 3 
1 
1 r Af 
+ FR 
"CS 84 
4 
1 
4 1 
: 4a. W 
: N 
by 2 
ol. 
7 </ 
4 : BY 
1 
2 » y 
INNS 
| 4 
$12 
3s 11 
n 
£109 
9 
15 1 y 
14 0 
- 1 1 
T 1 11 
0 
4 12 
* ( 
1 
* 4 
0 Þ x 
ifs 4 
» * 
in 
1 
* 
1 1 
| | * 
$382 


168 


find a proteQtreſs in the officer's widow, 
This is what made him acquaint your 
daughter that you were no more; and bein 7 
aſhamed to meet you after thus betraying 
his truſt, fearing likewiſe leſt you ſhould 
diſcover the villany of his conduct and 
puniſh him, when he gained intelligence 
of your coming to England, he informed 
you ſhe was dead.“ 

His lordſhip is certain right,“ re- 
1 0 the elder Freeman; „but how 
deliberately cruel muſt that man's heart 
be, who could thus expoſe your daughter 
to want ! I would find him out, and make 
him ſuffer for his conduct.“ 

« As my daughter is thus happily re- 
ſtored,” replied Sir William, © I ſhall 
take no coercive ſteps againſt him ; but 


| leave him to receive his puniſhment from 


a | higher power.” * 
ay | This 


5 
0 
d 
d 
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This converſation was put an end to 
by the entrance of Clariſſa, who again 


threw herſelf into the arms of her father. 


Freeman next approached to congra- 


tulate her. 


« Mr. Freeman,” ſaid Sir William, SJ | 
have had ſome converſation with my 


daughter concerning your propoſal ; but 


I cannot obtain a reply in your favour.” 


Freeman appeared diſconcerted, and 


ſent a petitioning look towards Clariſſa ; 
| who anſwered with a ſmile, at the ſame 
time preſſing his hand, which was joined 


to hers. 


„ hope you are wrong,” rejoined 


Freeman; I can read no diſapproba- 


tion in her countenance.” 


© Perhaps,” reſumed Sir William, “ you 


can plead better in your own behalf than 


I can plead for you; 1 ſhall therefore 
vol. IV. 1 give 


170 
give you permiſſion to prefer your ſuit, I 
not doubting but your father will approve 
your conduct.“ —— 4 

« T know not why. 1 ſhould diſap- 


prove,“ rejoined the elder Freeman: 1 
came here this morning for the purpoſe 
of giving it my ſanction, when I did not 
know to what family the young lady be- 
longed : reſt aſſured I ſhall be . 4 and 
happy i in the alliance.“ | 

Lord St. Aubin now requeſted they 
would excuſe him, as he had waited ra- 
ther beyond the' time he expected his 
brother would arrive in town. I ſhall 
therefore leave the party to the enjoy- 
ment of each other's company, while 1 
attend his lordſhip. 

He did not wait for his carriage be- 
ing got in readineſs, but purſued his way 
on foot. 


N When 
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When he reached the houſe a ſervant 
was anſwering a perſon at the door, and 


would have conducted him, but his lord- 


ſhip ſaying there was no occaſion, he was 
ſuffered to proceed alone, and entered a 
room where he had been the day before. 
Finding no perſon in this room, and 
earing his brother's voice in an adjoin- 
ng apartment, he was preparing to enter 
t, but was prevented in conſequence of 
ome words that reached his ear; he 
herefore placed himſelf by the door, 
hile he attended to the following con- 
erſation: 

* Are you certain,” cried St, Kauen, 
the ſhip has failed?” 

* Poſitive,” replied Iſaac Solomon. 
Why then he is ſafe enough,” rejoin- 
| St. Aubin; “ and as my brother has 
d ſuſpicion, all will be well.” 
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« I varrant he iſh ſhafe,” rejoined th 
Jew; © I ſaw de young ſhentleman | ut 
into de hold ; he vill ſoon find his yay to 
Africa.” A 
0 Did you tell the maſter of the veſſ, 


reſumed St. Aubin, © that he was a will Dc 
extravagant fellow, and ſometimes de. in 
ranged in his mind?“ OE 
« Yeſh,” replied Solomon, © I toll Ab 
him all about it: beſhide, de maſhter ai | 4 
de veſhel iſh my vriend ; he vill tell n _ 
tales, but vill land him on ſome unffe 15 
quented part of de coaſht.” D 
The heart of Lord St. Aubin now ſunl 15 
within him; but recollecting the lett 
from Somers, which aſſured Freeman Fr 
was ſafe, and concluding there was ſon | 


myſtery 1n it, he reſolved to compoſe h 
ſpirits, and attend further to the n 
cital. | 


« My brother returned too ſoon,” re- 


ſumed St. Aubin: © 1 could have wiſhed : 


to diſpoſe of the freights which have 
come to hand without his knowledge.” 
45 Come, come,“ rejoined the Jew, 


« you have made no bad ting of it; vat 


it vill put ſhixty or ſheventy touſand 
pounds in your vay ; and den de boy be- 
ing gone, you are de heir.“ 


cc Can you blame me?“ reſumed St. 


Aubin: J ͤ am no friend to the law that | 


delivers every thing to an elder brother, 
and leaves the younger to ſtarve. What 
I have by my ingenuity taken from my 
brother is trifling, compared to what the 
law gave him.” 

« You tink as all younger broders do,” 
rojoined the Jew, « and I tink ſo too: 
1 am no vriend to de old ſhaying, dat 
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Honeſhty iſh de beſht poliſhee. It may 

be ſho ven it iſh de beſht poliſhee to be 
| honeſht ; aſh, for inſhtance, vere by fair 
dealing wid a ſcrutiniſhing employer ve 
hope to retain his favour ; den it iſh de 

beſht poliſhee to be honeſht: but ven it 
iſh oderwiſe, it vould be madneſs to tink 
of it; vor ſhelf-preſhervation iſh de firſht 
law of nature. Dat iſh my creed.” 

« And a very good one too,” cried St, 
Aubin; “ you will find it pay you an eight 
on all the extra gains in this buſineſs.” 
| Lord St. Aubin now conſidered what 
Plan was beſt to purſue : he had no wit- 
neſſes to this converſation, and if he en- 

tered and accuſed them they might deny 
itz; for this reaſon he changed his mind, 
and determined on examining the Jew 
: ſeparately. With this intent he retired 


unobſerved from the room, and leaving 


the 
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the houſe, waited at the corner of the 
ſtreet till the Jew ſhould return. 

He had not been long in this ſituation 
before the Jew approached, and Lord 
St. Aubin, ſmothering his reſentment, 
accoſted him with « Good-morning, Mr. 
Solomon; I have a ſum idle at preſent, 
which I wiſh you to buy into the ſtocks 
for me.” 

The Jew profeſſed himſelf obliged, and 
aſked him who had the goodneſs to re- 
commend him. 55 1 
Mr. St. Aubin,” replied his lordſhip. 
« Mr. Sht.- Aubin is a very vorthy 
ſhentleman,” rejoined the Jew. 

A converſation now took place con- 
cerning the ſtocks and money matters in 
general till they arrived at his lordſhip's 
houſe ; they then went up ſtairs, where 
was aſſembled the ſame party as before. 

I 4 Y No 
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No ſooner had they reached the room 
than his lordſhip, who had now no fur- 
ther occaſion 'to diſſemble, ſeized the 
Jew by his collar : © Villain!” cried he, 
look on me: I am the Lord St. Aubin. 
Does not your ſoul ſhudder at the * 
of me?” 


« No—upon my ſhoul it 'doſh not,” 
replied Solomon: © I am very glad to 


. ſee you, and did intend to do ant de 
| honour of viſhiting you dis evening.” 
Tell me,” cried his lordſhip, ſtill 


holding him by his collar, 1 where is my 


ſon ?“ IG 7 
A beg you vill leave your hold,” re- 
ſumed Solomon = I cannot talk vhile 


you pull me about.” 


Sir William now approached, and put 


the ſame queſtion ; which Lord St. Au- 
bin again repeated. 
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«© Do not talk altogeder,” rejoined So- 
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but von at a time. Your ſhon is very 
ſhafe.” JS | 
„Ves, villain Jew!” cried his lord- | 
ſhip, “ I overheard you at St. Aubin's, | 
and know all your infamous practices; 
but wherever any thing abominable is to 
be carried on, a Jew 1s ſure to have a 
bad 


De Jews are very muſh obliſhed to 
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your lordſhip,” replied Solomon; “ but 
if you did overhear, you might have 
known dere be rogues among de Chriſti- J 
ans as vell as de Jews, for dey vill ſheat 
dere own broder. You ſhould ſhudge 
wid more ſharity : dere be goot Jews and 
goot Chriſhtians: a remnant of all vill be 
ſhaved.“ : 
Fi Freeman 


Freeman now approached, and requeſt- 
ed his lordſhip would leave his hold. 
Let the Jew ſpeak,” ſaid he; yo u 
do but interrupt him, and perhaps are 


treating ill one of your beſt friends.. 
to common ſenſe.” 

« It iſh plain,” rejoined Solomon, * ae dat 
Jew ; but if you vill hay & patience, you 


vriend to your lordſhip.” ; 
The Jew being now at W 


Fo your conduct,“ continued he; © de 


Shomers, at Cliffdown-lodge, near Briſ- 
wb | 


«A Jew- the friend of a Chriſtian !”” 
rejoined his lordſhip ; that is contrary 
| de Chriſhtian iſh no vrj yd to de poor 


ſhall ſhudge vither I habe not been a 


can make very great allowanſhes | 


feelings of a parent plead in your be- 
half. Your ſhon is ſhafe, wid a Mr. 


Lady 


179 


Lady St. Aubin now ran to him; ſhe 


preſſed his hand while the tears were 
burſting from her eyes, and thanked him 
for the intelligence. 


ce How am I,” ſaid his lordſhip, « to 


reconcile this with what I overheard at 


St. Aubin's?“ 7 4486, 
« Vould you have had me loſe my 
vriend before dere vaſh occaſhion? He 


1ſh my employch 


he doſh- not vant ho- 


neſht men to Yo hiſn vork, derefore 1 0 


vaſh obliſhed to aſhume de rogue. But 
have a _ patience, and you ſhall 
hear.” EY | | 


Then taking a bundle of papers from 


his pocket, and ſeating himſelf by a table, 
„Do not interrupt me,” ſaid he, and 
I vill relate de whole.” 
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CHAP. X. 


Haug unfolded the papers, he 
delivered himſelf as follows, excepting 
the ſtyle of expreſſion. 


2 have been employed by Mr. St. 


Aubin, your brother, ever ſince he com- 


menced merchant. 


« In the courſe of my dealings for him, 


1 found that he approved of gaining fifty 
per cent in preference of five, and never 
failed ſo to do where he had an oppor 
tunity. * 

« It is the cuſtom of every man in trade 
to pleaſe his employer; as ſuch, in all 
- argument, I took the unfair ſide of the 
' queſtion, This inclined your brother to 
place inme unlimited confidence; through 
this 


this I became acquainted with his nefari- | 
ous practices reſpecting you. 


% have been the perſon employed to 


diſpoſe of your different freights, and by 
theſe papers you will learn what they 


netted, to the fraction of a farthing. 
Theſe you can compare with what your 
brother has or will produce, and make 
him account for the difference. 


To me likewiſe | he entruſted Wy 


purchaſe of all your money in the ſtocks, 


and as it was bought in in your name, I 


was at all times able to diſtinguiſh it 


from his. 
Here is likewiſe an account of what 
was gained by ſuch purchaſe, or by ſell- 70 
ing out. a 
“ Theſe other papers (polntiog n to an- "i 
ather 2 relate to your eſtates j 


3 


not ſoit his purpoſe 2 he kept Aa book for 


your inf peQ ion whe n you ſhould return} 
and was on that account diſcharged: 
I acquainted your brother that I had 


a man who would be happy to undertake 
the _ WE on whoſe fidelity he might 


depend. 


. This man was bound to me by ſer- 
vices I had rendered him. 


« From this man I have received 2n 


account annually of the ſums he paid 


Mr. St. Aubin, and at the times he paid 


them; which you will find regularly put 


down in theſe papers, and which you 
can compare with the accounts from your 
| brother. | | 


2 Laſtly, reſpecting your 1 —ͤ— 


4 „ When he came fromthe univerſi ity, 
| he conſidered it a duty incumbent on him 
0 look into and examine the conduct of 


Sti Kubin, as far as related do your pro- 
N perty, having a — he did not deal 


fairly by you. 5 e 1 


J „ 'Fe took minutes of Even nefari. 
ous tranſactions. | | * 


* 


| St. Aubin grew ſuſpicious on ac- 


count of the many queſtions he put to 


him, and on privately ſearching his port- 
manteau, he found thoſe minutes. 
19 5 From this period he devoted him to 

deſtruction. 

He acquainted me of the diſcovery, 
as likewiſe that it was his intention to 

ſend him to the coaſt of Africa, Alarmed 

at this intelligence, I requeſted your ſon 
would return to the univerſity. 


advice, I hinted to him that his uncle 
„ bad 
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« When he teaſed me with queſtions 


concerning my reaſons for giving ſuch 
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had laid a plan to ſend him out of the 


country. 


„ Two or three days after this, St. 
Aubin called at my houſe, informed me 
he had ſettled his plan, and that your 


ſon would be on board the ſhip in leſs 


than twenty-four hours. 

« In the utmoſt anxiety I wrote a few 
lines to Frederick, deſiring him inſtantly 
| to quit his uncle's houſe, and inform me 


of his reſidence. 


„ This note I ſent by a truſty fexvant, 


þ Mm who found an opportunity of e 


it to him in private. 

* Your ſon followed my advice, and 
St. Aubin was outrageous at his abſence, 
He informed me the poor boy had 
taken the miniatures of his parents, but 
that he had neither taken money nor a 
change of clothes.“ 


The 


3 | | help 


The Jew was now interrupted by Lady 


St. Aubin, who could not help burſting 


into tears at the recital of this mark of 
affection in her ſon towards his parents, 
After a little time Soloman was ſuffer- 
ed to proceed. 

© Your ſon,” ſaid he, I am afraid, 
was of the ſame opinion as his father; he 
did not think proper to truſt a Jew, as 
he never acquainted me with his reſid- 
ence, therefore I had no means of ſend- 
ing him money; but it was not long be- 
fore I heard of him. 

St. Aubin publiſhed a hand- bill, of- 
fering a reward to any one who would 
reſtore him, and directing them to P . 
to his attorney. 

« Fearful leſt Frederick ſhould again 


be in his power, I made an acquaintance 


with the attorney's clerk, and by the 


9 


help of money engaged him i in ay. in- 
tereſt. 

n employer 1 was out of town when 
2 letter came to bis hands, informing him 
where your ſon was to be found. This 


letter he forwarded to me, and 1 inſtantly 


diſpatched a truſty meſſenger to caution : 
| | him, leſt he ſhould be taken; but your | 


ſon had left the place when the meſſenger 
arrived. | 
„From that time I heard no more of 
nim till St. Aubin acquainted me that a 
| young lady your ſon highly eſteemed had 
given him ſuch intelligence as enabled 
him to trace him to the Glouceſter coffee- 
houſe. . Ee, : 
“Being anxious for his ſafety, I vo- 
| . Juntarily offered my ſervices to take him, 
| and alleged I had a friend who would ; 
convey him to the coaſt of Africa, or 


f 


11 


throw 


throw him overboard if required. God 
forbid,” replied St. Aubin, that'I ſhould 
take his life, all I defire is, to ſend him 
out of the way, and have already hinge 


fon men to way-lay him. 


I obtained information who theſe 


men were, and met them in company | 


with St. Aubin, who deſired them to at- 


tend to my inſtructions. 


“ When St. Aubin was gone, I aſked 1 
them what gratuity they were to receive, 


and found they were to have a hundred | 


pounds amongſt them. 


« St. Aubin had informed them your 


ſon was extravagant, and he wiſhed to 


ſend him to his father in the Weſt In» 


dies. 


7 explained the circumſtance, and 


by giving as much more as St. Aubin 


had 
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had promiſed, prevailed on them to relin- 

quiſh their purpoſe. : 
Thie men declared they 15010 take 
the young gentleman, and convey him 
where I thought proper: after which they 

would call on St. Aubin for his promiſed 
hundred. 

I concluded this action would bind 
FIT to ſecreſy, and therefore adviſed it, 
„They then went to the Glouceſter 
coffee-houſe, and were informed he had 
left the place not a minute before. 

The waiter at their requeſt, as they 
pleaded urgent buſineſs, walked with 
them to the corner of Bond-ſtreet, and 
pointed him out. 8 . 


« The men obſerved him; but as there 


Vas a crowd of people, they were ob- 


* to wait; at length they took him 


as 
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as he was is ſpeaking to a 55 and putting 
him into a coach, one of them came to 
my houſe, and informed me of their ſuc- 1 
ceſs, and that he had deſired the coach- F 
man to take a circuit, and come round to 
a houſe at Iſlington. 
I had indiſpenſable buſineſs that pre- 
vented me from attending ; but ſent a 4 
confidential friend, who, at my repel. 1 
deſired him to return to Mr. Somers. 1 
6 This advice he promiſed to te, 
and I have no doubt but he is there in 
ſafety. 


« Theſe circumſtances I intended re- 


4 


lating to you this day, and for which pur- 
poſe I fat up the beſt part of laſt nię ght, ; 


| 
1 
f 
i 


arranging the papers for your inſpect 
tion.“ j 

* What acknowledgment can I wake 
to you,” cried Lord t. Aubin, for thuſll 


intereſtin bl 
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| 


' 


monſter py | 


fider —You ſhall acknowledge dere iſn 
ſhome honeſhty to be found in a Jew aſh 
vell as in a Chriſhtian ; dat 1s all de ac- 


— — 
—— 
2 * 


| age in affairs of dis nature.“ 


« Accept this ring,” ſaid his lordſhip, 


it; ; © receive it as a token of my friend- 
[ſhip, and of my intention to beſtow a re- 


ward on you, ſuitable to the ſervices you 
Shave rendered.” 


| 
| < Dere may,” 1 the Tow, « be 


Whome excuſe in receiving a revard for a 
bad action; but for a goot von dere can- 
pot ; dat revards itſhelf. 1 have got a 
Feb! heartz a and am perfectly ſhatisfied. P 


$87 


ſntereſting yourſelf in my concerns, and 


preſerving my ſon from the Fenn of a 


« Vat!” cried the Jew; ; © Jet me con- 


| knowledgment I vant: I take no broker- | 


| taking one from his finger and preſenting. 
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A ſervant now entered, and announced 
Mr. St. Aubin. 

« Shew him up,” ſaid his. wee, 

« Had I not better get out of de 836 * 
ſaid the Jew. | 0 K % | 
By no means,” ſaid bis lordſhip ; 
| © Jet the guilty be aſhamed: that does 
| not appear to be your caſe,” 

St. Aubin entered, and ſtarted back on 
ſeeing the Jew. 

Lord St. Aubin Cad to the door of 
the apartment, and having ſhut it, turn- 
ed to St. Aubin, and, with a ſtern aſpect, 
demanded of him what he had done with 
his ſon ? 


St. Aubin heſitated for a minute; but 
aſſuming courage, l, ſaid he, 
be accountable for the wild follies of 
youth?“ | SED 
4146,;T, aſk you not, ” cried his lordſhip, 


4 40 to 
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& to be accountable for his follies, but 0. 
for your own villany “ pb 
* Villany l' repeated St. Aubin: you e 
perhaps think a lord may uſe theſe terms *? 
with impunity to a merchant of London; MW "' 
but permit me to remind you, that you iſ liy 
are not now in a land of ſlaves, nor is a * 


merchant to be chaſtiſed as 2 common 


negro; neither do I feel inclined to bear an 
with it.” m 
1 You muſt bear with this, KY much W W. 

7s lie 


more, rejoined his lordſhip. © I have 
a high reſpect for the character of Britiſh to 


merchants ; they are an ornament to the er 
nation, and ſecond in reſpeQability to 
none : but it would be ſingular in ſuch hi 
an extenſive body of men if there were ot 
nc 


not one to be found who could act with 
villany—that one is yourſelf !“ 

His Wa next recapitulated the in- 
oy mY formation 


ut 
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formation of the Jew, on which he para- 
phraſed with energy and feeling; and 
concluded by informing him he ſhould 
appoint an attorney to ſettle his accounts, 
which muſt agree with the ſtatement de- 
livered by Solomon, or he would find a 
way to compel bim. 

St. Aubin, confounded at the recital, 


and aſhamed of being detected before ſo 


many witneſſes, requeſted his brother 
would uſe precaution to prevent its pub- 
licity, and promiſed to account with him 
to the utmoſt farthing. After which he 
craved permiſſion to withdraw. 
Lord St. Aubin aſſured him, if he found 
his accounts correct, he would ſtudy to 
oblige him by keeping the ſecret, but 
not otherwiſe. 

He then accompanied him to the door, 
and ſhe wed him the ſame degree of at- 
VOLa iv. Y K tention 


4 
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tention as if nothing unpleaſant had oc- 
curred. | 


It was now propoſed by Lady St. Au: 
bin to viſit Mr. Somers immediately, in 


ſearch of her ſon; but the elder Free- 


man, who had viſited London merely for 


the purpoſe of inveſtigating Edward's 


conduct, offering to accompany them if 


they would defer their journey till the 


morning, they agreed ſo to do. 


Sir William Leſley ſignified his inten- 


tion of joining in the party: My daugh- 


ter,” ſaid he,“ will take a pleaſure in 


introducing me to her friend and bene- 


factor.“ 


Freeman, finding Clariſſa was to ac- 


company her father, requeſted he might 


likewiſe be permitted to attend. 


Lord St. Aubin endeavoured to prevail 


on Solomon to accept of a ſeat in his 


carriage; ; 


carria 
buſin 


wart 


N prom 


| was | 


Tl 


lin pr 
horſe 


nine 


ing 
firſt 


r. 
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carriage ; but he pleaded indiſpenſable 


buſineſs, and therefore, after receiving the 


warmeſt acknowlegments, and having 
[promiſed to viſit them on their return, 
was permitted to depart. 
| The reſidue of the day was occupied 
in preparing for their journey, and poſt- 
(horſes were ordered to be at the door by 
Inine in the morning, his lordſhip igtend- 
ing to travel chief part of the way on the 
firſt day, ſo that he might with eaſe reach 
Mr. Somers's by the following afternoon. 
I ſhall now leave them to put their in- 
tentions in practice, while I return to 


Cliffdowen- lodge and its vicinity. 


. 


vo. 
1 * 
; Donne G the time Sir Charles was re. | 
Fl turning home from Cliffdown-lodge, in ny 
0” Oy th. ip Canghiar, be apprarcelg”, 
= unuſually thoughtful, ſcarcely uttering a. 
\ | 1 ſentence, unleſs it was by way of reply, : 
i | When he reached his houſe, he deſired a 
vx Auguſta would attend him, as he wiſhed| * 
= to have ſome converſation with her. ; 
. di 
; | Auguſta having followed him and ſeat. a 
'" od herſelf — 
: l „ am totally at a loſs,” ſaid he « to * 
ll account for the return of that young fel 4 
low whocalls himſelf Theodore. N otwith- 5 


ſtanding his innocence appears manifeſ 
Rene the elopement of the young 


x 2 Woman 


Te- 


woman from the cottage, it does not fo 


low that he is innocent of another charge 
Jaid againſt him, which is, that of inſult- 


| ing my family, by venturing to addreſs 


you; and which I have a ſtrong fuſpicion 


he means to perſevere in. 
* am perfectly acquainted with your 


romantic ideas concerning him, and know 


they had their origin in Mr. Somers. He 


is a man far too much inclined to view 
the fair ſide of the picture, and nothing 
that I could advance would alter his opt- 
nion. He conceives the young man to. 


be your equal, and frankly told me, he 


did not imagine the addreſſes of Theo- 


dore ought to be looked upon as an inſult 
to my family. 
* S0 then a needy, proſcribed deb 


turer, without a ſhoe to his foot, or à 


guinea in his purſe, preſenting himſelf 


© under 


\ 


* » 


under a borrowed name, and refuſing, 
through ſhame, to give any account gf 
his family or connections, becauſe he tels 


a varniſhed tale that creates commiſera. 


tion, is to be believed, and I am told his 885 
addreſſes to my daughter is not an inſult! a 
Ny Mr. Somers has in ſome meaſure bo 
atoned for his folly (which, I believe, 1 
he bluſhes at the recollection of), by af. * 
ſuring me you will not again be troubled 1 
with his company, unleſs I think proper : 
to requeſt the contrary, which I certainly 
| ſhall not. 45 - f 
Oppon this promiſe, ſo far as relates | 


to Somers, I rely ; but it will be out of 
his power to prevent it, if you are deter- 
mined to meet him. | 3 

I confeſs,” continued Sir Charles, 
% ſhould not have ſuſpected you would 
again wiſh to renew an acquaintance 


with 


with him, had I not obſerved the evi- 


dent confuſion betrayed. by your coun- 


wart to enter into a converſation with 


ſeemed to feel when he left you rather 


a reproach to you for ſome conduct you 


_ 


tenance when he met you in the temple, 


and the defire there appeared on your 


him, as likewiſe the mortification you 


abruptly : this it is which inclines me to 
think you wiſh for an interview with 
him. TH — 

« There was likewiſe a few words fell 


from him at that time, which conveyed 


had manifeſted towards him; after which 
you drew Mrs. Somers from our company, 
no doubt to have a converſation reſpect- 
ing him, or to ſend ſome meſſage by her. 
* Anſwer me, therefore, if my ſuſpi- 
clons are true, and let your anſwer be 
8 "> dictated 
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digated by candour high without heſita- 
tion.“ 

Auguſta knew not what reply to make, 
She found, however her father's penetra- 
tion might have miſled him heretoforgg 
it had not erred in this particular, 

She felt aſhamed to confeſs her fenti- 
ments in behalf of a perſon whom no- 
body knew ; and therefore replied, that 
Theodore having been introduced as a 
friend of Mr. Somers, ſhe conſidered him 
ſo far entitled to reſpect; that ſhe at pre- 
ſent appeared in an unfavourable light both 
to him and Mr. Somers, in conſequence 
of her having inadvertently mentioned 
the place where he was to be found to a 
perſon who knew his uncle, and whom 
ſhe met by: accident in the company of 
Edward, e 


£« To 


« 


* 
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To remove this apparent contempt< 


able conduct in me,” continued Auguſta, 


« I certainly wiſh for an Rhine. of 


explaining the circumſtance.” 


* « If that be all,” reſumed Sir Charles, 


you can explain it to Mr. Somers, which 
will be equally the ſame; and I would 
have you viſit him in, the morning for 
that purpoſe : but let me warn you not 
to ſpeak with Theodore. I cannot ſub- 
mit to an acquaintance being kept up 
with ſo ſuſpicious a character; and L in- 
fit, if he ſhould attempt again to inſinu- 


ate himſelf into your favour, that vou 


will give him ſuch an anſwer as mall 
prevent a ſimilar infult in future, and put 
a ſtop to fuch unwarrantable and audaci- 


ous liberties.” 


Auguſta replied, ſhe was confident he 


bg: would 
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would not attempt it; and if he did, ſhe 
would recolle& the advice given her. 
With this aſſurance Sir Charles reſted 


4 ſatisfied, 


On the onde morning Auguſta aroſe 


xls. for the purpoſe of enjoying a walk. 
Every, idea being centered in Theodore, 


her ſteps naturally inclined towards the 


ſpot where he reſided. 


Theodore had ariſen with the ſame in- 


tention. He had not heard any explana- 


tion of Auguſta's conduct, Mrs. Somers 


not having had it in her power to ſpeak 
with her huſband alone during the pre 
ceding evening. | 
Theodore, notwithſtanding the appa- 


rent coolneſs he manifeſted when laſt with 
Auguſta, was far from feeling a reſentful 
ſentiment againſt her; and although his 


pride 


t. 


ti 


en 


r 
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pride had prompted him to write a letter i 
to her, dictated as it was, yet did his f 
heart recoil at the recollection of the 
words it conveyed; but no other alterna- 
tive preſented itſelf to him. 
He had been treated with- a dle ; 
bordering upon inſult ; had been ſuſpect- 
ed of what his ſoul abhored ; and, in ad- 
dition to this, concluded ſhe fought to 
do him a ſerious injury. Still he could 
not help reflecting how lovely Auguſta 
appeared to him when he firſt beheld 
her, and how dear ſhe was {till to his 
memory. 
When he aroſe in the morning he walk- 
ed into the garden, and viewed the ſpot 
where ſhe was ſeated on the preceding 
Cay... < There,” cried he, ©. did I deliver 
that fatal letter. In that place did L yo- 
luntarily reſign my hopes, and with it 
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nearly al that can render nd life de- 


firable.” 


He next blamed himſelf for the unne- 


ceſſary haſte he had made uſe of. 


„ ſhould have pauſed, ” continued he, 


8 before I ventured on ſuch a procedure, 


where my future happineſs was ſo much 
concerned. 


1 ſhould have endeavoured 


to learn if her ſentiments remained as 
formerly. 
deceived me, I read reconciliation on her 
'countenance ; ſhe even congratulated me 
on my return to this place. Is it then 
poſſible ſhe can poſſeſs ſo much art as to 
appear happy on my return, after ſhe had 

ſtrove to prevent it ? 
| « When I delivered the letter, was ſhe 
not all confuſion ?—her countenance co- 
vered with a modeſt bluſh, while her eyes 
ſpoke the lively affe dion of her heart. — 
Yet 


On the contrary, or my vanity 
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vet hold !” cried he, © ſhe might bs 


happy on ſeeing me here, as it would af- 


ford her an opportunity of again inform- 
ing St. Aubin. She might bluſh at my 
approach through the recollection of her 


conduct, and was it not natural that ſhe 
ſnould! 2” 


Theſe ideas having ſilenced the former: 


« I will no longer,” ſaid he, 0 continue 


viſiting the places where laſt 1 ſaw her, 


and by this conduct encourage an affec- 


tion which my reaſon bids me conquer: 


I will walk, and enjoy the beauty of the 
morning.“ 


Theodore did not reflect how incapa- 


ble he was of attending to reaſon, while 


attachment; for no ſooner had he left 


the garden than he purſued the way that , 


led to Sir Charles 8. 


« Yes,” 


his heart was a ſlave to an unconquerable 1 
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6 Yes,” cried he, 6s I will once more 


view the place that contains the toe 


lovely but cruel Auguſta, and take a final 
farewel leave f it.“ 


With this intent he walked up the hill 


till he diſcovered the houſe, and then 


leaning againſt an old tree that ſtood a 
little out of the path,“ There,” ſaid he, 
Mus, her heart a ſtranger to thoſe 
forrows I am doomed to feel. N ot only 
unmindful of my ſufferings. was. ſhe, 


but, dictated by cruelty, ſhe wiſhed to 


ſacrifice the object that adored her.” 
\ . Theſe reflections forced a tear from his 


1 eye, which he drew out his handkerchief 


to wipe away. 


Auguſta had now reached the place, 
_ beheld in ſilence the agony of mind 


-- My 
N chat was depicted on his countenance. 5 


Her 


« within thoſe walls perhaps ſleeps my 
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Her affection for him, the ſituation in 


; which he had planted himſelf, and the ] 
| object he was viewing, prompted her to 


think ſhe was the ſole occaſion of the 


tears which ſhe ſaw ſtanding in his eyes. 5 
Auguſta approached nearer, for the pur- 
poſe of accoſting him, but he was wrapt | 
up in contemplation, and did not obſerve 
her. 10 | 

| She ſtood for a minute, while he heaved ö 


a heavy ſigh; then caſting his eyes. once: i 
more towards the houſe, © Ah, Auguſta!” | 
cried he, dear to my heart !—farewelt 
—the recollection of you muſt for ever 
torture my exiſtence! 12 


Auguſta could no longer fan] her 


fortitude, or witneſs this ſcene in ſilence, 
but taking hold of his hand, and looking 
. in his face, while a tear ſtarted i in ber eye, 
« Theodore!” ſaid Ba, of peak to me.— 


Why 
* 


* 
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wi Yes,” cried he, © I will once more 
view the place that contains the toe 
lovely but cruel Auguſta, and take a final 
farewel leave of it.“ 


With this intent he walked up the hill 


till he diſcovered the houſe, and then 
leaning againſt an old tree that ſtood a 
little out of the path, « There,” ſaid he, 
© within thoſe walls perhaps ſleeps my 


Auguſta, ber heart a ſtranger to thoſe 


ſorrows I am doomed to feel. Not only 
unmindful of my ſufferings. was ſhe, 
but, dictated by cruelty, ſhe withed to 


facrifice the object that adored her.” 


Iheſe reflections forced a tear from his 


eye, which he drew out his handkerchief 


to wipe away. 


Auguſta had now reached the place, 


bi || a beheld in filence the agony of mind 


mat was depicted on his countenance. 


Her 
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Her affection for him, the fituatiof in 


which he had planted himſelf, and the 
object he was viewing, prompted her to 


think ſhe was the ſole occaſion of the 
tears which ſhe ſaw ſtanding in his eyes. 
Auguſta approached nearer, for the pur- 
poſe of accoſting him, but he was wrapt 
up in contemplation, and did not obſerve 
her. 


She ſtood for a minute, while he heaved 


a 1 heavy figh; then caſting his eyes. once: 


more towards the houſe, « Ah, Auguſta!” 


| cried he, 75 dear to my heart !—farewel} 
—the recolletction of you muſt for ever 
torture my exiſtence!“ _ 


Auguſta could no longer ſupport her 


fortitude, Or witneſs this ſcene in ſilence, 


but taking hold of his hand, and looking 
in his face, while a tear ſtarted in her eye, 
Theodore!“ ſaid ſhe,“ ſpeak to me.— 
1 Why 
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Why are you thus ?—Have I done any 
thing that wounds your feelings ?—Tel] 


me, that [ may have an opportunity of 
explaining it away.“ 


Theodore ſtood for a moment loft in 


aſtoniſhment at the ſudden appearance of 


_ Auguſta, and Mill more aſtoniſhed at the 


tenderneſs ſhe manifeſted. 


cc Am I,” cried he, '$6 in a dream . | 
or is it poſlible that Auguſta has a heart 
| to feel for the ſufferings of Theodore?“ 


Auguſta was now covered with bluſhes, 
ariſing from the conſciouſneſs of the part 
ſhe was acting, and caſting her eyes 
down, endeavoured to draw away her 
hand that was faſt locked in his. But 


Theodore preſſed it to bis lips, and im- 
f 'Y printed on it a kiſs. 
Leave me,” faid Auguſta, making 


a faint attempt to extricate her hand. 
(c No, 
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No,“ cried Theodore; © we will de- 
dicate a moment to love and reconcilia- 
tion !''—Then, clafping her in his arms, 
he preſſed her to his heart. 

« I muſt be gone,” ſaid Auguſta, with- 
drawing herſelf from him. 

Theodore, fearful of offending, imme- 
diately relinquiſhed her.“ I have fo 
Jong,” ſaid he, © laboured under your 
diſpleaſure, and felt the ill effects of it, 
that I dare not venture to oppoſe you, leſt 
I ſhould again incur a | 
Auguſta, although ſhe had but the mi- 
nute before profeſſed ſo great a deſire to 
leave him, now ſeemed in no hurry to 
depart; on the contrary, ſhe requeſted 
he would attend, while ſhe exculpated 
herſelf from the charge he had laid n 
her. 


” Theodore 


6 


3 
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Theodore heard her recital with plea- 
ſure, and apologiſed for his ſuſpicions. 


He now entreated her to walk with 


him down to the lodge; but this ſhe re- 


fuſed, alleging her father would be wait- 
ing for her at breakfaſt. 
Then I will attend you home,” ſaid 


Theodore. 


To this Auguſta alſo objeQed, and 
recapitulated the converſation made uſe 
of by her father on the preceding even- 
ing. 


“ The time muſt arrive ere long,“ re- 


plied Theodore, when I ſhall have it 


in my power to remove every unfavour- 


able ſuſpicion from the breaſt of Sir 
Charles: then let St. Aubin tremble for 


the calumny he has thrown on my cha- 


rater. Till which time, Auguſta, may 


I be 
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de permitted to hope I have obtained 
an intereſt in your heart ?” 

« How can you reconcile this conver- 
fation,” ſaid Auguſta, © with your letter 
of laſt night? Did you not promiſe I 

ſhould hear no more of it?“ 
* You ſhould look on that letter,” re- 
plied Theodore, © as the production of 
a mind diſtracted —1 knew not what I 
did.“ a 4 
Gd Well, fir,” reſumed Auguſta, © I 
will place the letter out of the queſtion, 
what reply do you think I ought to make, 
ſeeing my father would not approve of it, 
and I am totally unacquainted with your 
Tony or connections? 3 

* Your character, I confeſs, has been 
cleared partly by Mr. Somers, but more | 

particularly by a Jew in the os bo that Ed- 


nay 


ward waited on.“ 
be 
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© That Jew,” rejoined Theodore, * fy 
a fcoundrel lt i is true, I ſtand indebted 
to him for my liberty, and I ſhould be 
happy to teſtify my gratitude ; but I know 
him to be the man who tranſacts my 
uncle's buſineſs; they have jointly endea- 
voured to rob my father. There is many 
a thief who would plunder a houſe, and 
yet his nature would recoil at murder, 
This has been the conduct of the Jew. 
He was the man whom my uncle conſulted 
reſpecting ſending me tothe coaſt of Africa, 


, | and his conſcience not being ſufficiently 
1 Hardened to be guilty of ſuch a tranſac- 
tion, he was neceſſitated to adviſe my 
departure from the houſe, that he might 
be rid of the unpleaſant buſineſs.” 
I think you wrong him,” ſaid Au- 
guſta; © he ſpoke of you in high terms, 
and I am inclined to think it was through 
bim 


him you have been prevented this laſt 
time, from falling into your uncle's. 
hands.” PE 
« That I believe, ; rejoined TMB 2 
1 do not doubt but when St. Aubin 
traced me, he again employed the Jew. 
to ſend me abroad; and he has taken this 
plan ſooner than riſk his life or credit by 
following the other.” 
* df. Aubin | Us repeated Auguſta 5 is 
he your uncle Is 34 
« ] did not ſay as much » realich 
Theodore: © my ſtory would take up 
ſome time to recapitulate. If you will 
promiſe me your confidence, I will, at a 
future period, relate it to you. You will, 
then be able to form an idea whether 
my addreſſes are an inſult,” “ Y 
»« Yau force me to ſay a few words in 
my vindication,” rejoined Auguſta, «If. 


you | 
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| were a perſon whoſe fortune and connec- 


tions were infinitely ſuperior to mine, 
I ſhould have looked upon a propoſal 
from you as an inſult, if I were con- 
| vinced you was bound by a prior engage- 


ment ; and ſuch a tale had reached my 


nation. 


« Your being the friend of Mr. Somers, 
* and the reſpectful conduct 1 have met 
| with from you, ought to have entitled 


0 


WM have received from me, but for the tale 1 
\ bad been taught to believe. 
. „What that candid anſwer would have 


1 l. I cannot now tell you; per- 


| haps a refuſal, delivered with my ſenti- 
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ear, but is now done away by an expla- 


vou to a candid anſwer: this you would 


| ments, as reſpectful as was the propoſal. 


\ Hour mind the impreſſion you had received 


lic 
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in conſequence of my former treatment, 
leſt you ſhould think it was dittated by 
reviewing your ſituation.” 
Theodore thanked her for this candid 
explanation, and Auguſta, being fearful 


her father would be waiting for her, ſig- 


nified her wiſh to return. 

Theodore attended her to the brow of 
the hill, and, when taking his leave, re- 
queſted ſhe would return to him the let- 
ter he had given her. 


« It is written,” ſaid he, © in a ſtyle _ 
ſo contrary to my preſent feelings, and 
contains a promiſe which I am not in 
the leaſt inclined to fulfil, that I ſhould. 
be happy if it were out of your poſſeſ- 


ton.” 


Auguſta took the letter from her poc- 
J ket-book, but as ſhe was preparing to 
deliver it ſhe beheld her father, and there- 


fore 
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- fore put it up again, and viſhed him a 
pleaſant walk. L 
Theodore obſerved Sir Charles, and, 
bowing reſpeAfully, left her. 
When Sir Charles approached, he ap- 
peared extremely angry, but did not 
mention any thing till he reached the 
breakfaſt parlour. 
— After the converſation, ſaid he, 
«- that paſſed between us laſt night, I 
did not expect to find you in the act of 
encouraging the addreſſes of a fellow 
who may be a notorious ſwindler, or 
worſe, for any thing you or I know to 
the contrary. I obſerved you accept a 
letter from him ; give it to me.” 


Auguſta took it from her pocket-book, 


but heſitated in delivering it. 


« What!—the ſeal is broke !” aid 
ne: "ou have read it !—1I ſuppoſe it 
W345 | contains 
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contains a 3 you ought not to at- 
tend to? 

„Ido not wiſh to attend to it,” re-. 
[plied Auguſta. 


« ]'ll not read it,” reſumed Sir Charles, 
“ as the contents would no doubt aggra- 


vate my feelings; you ſhall ſend it back.” 
Then taking pen, ink, and paper, and 
placing them before her, 1 Come,” ſaid 
he, © write as I diQtate.” 
= Will not this be eng aid Au- 
guſta, for me to write to him?“ 
40 Aye, I ſee how it is!” cried Sir 
Charles: © there would be no objeQtion 
raiſed if you had the diQating it. But, 
ome, do as I deſire you; I inſiſt upon 
5 = 
Avguſta obeyed. 
Now W ſaid Sir Charles, © 6 what 
t tell you.” | 


For. iy. L He 
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He then repeated. as follows: 
by SIR, 5 
© I have neither wiſh nor inclination to 
© keep the incloſed ; and you would ma. 
© terially oblige me by not writing or re. 
« peating to me a ſubje& which will ever 
© Dd diſagreeable. I cannot return your 
letter without teſtifying my ſurpriſe at 
the contents; as I am not aware of any 
_ © impropriety of condutt on my part that 
could warrant ſuch a procedure i In you. 
* Reſting ſatisfied you will not wound my 
feelings by a repetition, I remain, 
5 
* Your moſt obedient, 
' Avevsra FREEMAN, 
There,” cried Sir Charles ; e now 
fold his letter in it, and direct it for 


0 Theodore Somers. 


Auguſta, | 
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Auguſta, having fulfilled the order of 
Sir Charles, he ſealed it; and ringing 


a 
1 
95 


for a ſervant, Auguſta deſired him to 


convey it to Theodore, but not to wait + 
for an anſwer. Fi g 
Auguſta could not help Filing at the 

ſingularity of this circumſtance. 
N What is it that provokes your mirth?” 
ſaid Sir Charles. 
* C0. nothing,” replied Auguſta: « ] 
was merely thinking. how mortified and 
vexed he will be on the receipt of his ns 
letter back.” „ 9 


« It is juſt what he deſerves,” reſumed Hl 
Sir Charles. Indeed I wonder at his | 


— — a» 
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aſſurance in troubling you with it ; but 5 
| will anſwer for it, unleſs I had detected 
it, you would not have ſent it back to 
him.” * 


I 
mo 


** You may believe me,” rejoined Au- 
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1 guſta, A 


firſt opportunity. 
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guſta, „it is what I intended to do the 


I ſhould have been 


averſe to taking it, had I ſuſpected what 
it contained ; but from his former con- 


by obliging you in this particular.” 
« Well, well,” reſumed Sir Charles, 


duct I could have no ſuch idea, and no. 
thing could give me greater pleaſure than 


6 ] hope -1t does; I think you would 


not make ſuch an aſſeveration if it did 


not.” 


They now fat down to Peaks, and 
before they had finiſhed the ſervant re- 


turned. 


« Did you ebe the letter into his 


own hands?“ ſaid Sir Charles. 


The ſervant replied in the affirmative. 


FE And was not the young gentleman 


rather diſpleaſed with the contents * re 


| ſumed Sir Charles. 
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He bluſhed,” replied the man, © but 
did not appear diſpleaſed ; for he turned 


to Mr. Somers, and with a ſmile told him, 


it was what he expected. Fu 
The fervant now left the room. 


« You ſee,” continued Sir Charles, 


e the fellow will not break his heart for 


the loſs of you; the letter did not give 
him a moment of uneafineſs.” 


« I did not expect it would, = — 


Auguſta. ; 
No, no,“ rejoined Sir Charles; © he 


only wanted to graft his poverty upon- 


my family; but I hope you are now 


convinced.” 
Perfectly,“ replied Auguſta: © the- 
evident pleaſure he betrayed on the re- 
ceipt of it, is ſufficient of itſelf to con- 
vince me that I ſhall never again be ob- 
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liged to liſten to ſo diſagreeable a ſub. 
ject. ” 1 | | 
* T ſhould indeed be bn reſumed dit 
Charles « todeprive you of viſiting Mr. Sc. 


mers on his account, but, after what has 


paſſed, I think I can truſt you there with 


ſafety.” 


Auguſta thanked him, and aſſured hin 


he might rely on her diſcretion. 

She could not help reflecting wilt 
pleaſure on the ſingular manner he! 
wiſhes had been forwarded : Sir Charles 
had compelled her to acknowledge her 
ſentiments to Theodore. 

If ſhe had any reaſon for regret, it 
proceeded from a fear leſt he ſhould 
imagine ſhe had gone too far ; but this 
ſhe had in her power to rectify by ex- 
plaining the circumſtance to Mr. Somers, 
and for th's intent ſhe determined on 

— 5 taking 


taking 


him; 


woulc 


| day a 


readil 
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taking the firſt opportunity of ſeeing 
him; ſhe therefore requeſted her father 
would permit her to ſpend part of the 
day at the lodge; to which requeſt he 
readily aſſented. 


L 4 CHAP. 


- 


CHAP XII. 


W HEN Auguſta reached the houſe, 


ſhe found Somers and Theodore in con- 
verſation, but upon her entering the 
raom, Somers regveſted Theodore to re- 


tire, as he wiſhed to have a few minutes 


converſation with Auguſta alone. 


Theodore complied. 
And now, Miſs Freeman,” aid! So- 


mers, © I have a circumſtance to relate, 


that probably has not come to your 


knowledge. 


« In confequence of the evident miſ- 


underſtanding that exiſted between you 


and Theodore, and likewiſe in conſe- 


- quence 


at! 


quence of his ſolemn aſſeveration that he 


would not again renew his addreſſes, I 


ventured to promiſe Sir Charles that you 
ſhould viſit this place without being trou- 


bled with his company, unleſs Sir Charles 


ſhould feel inclined to alter his ſentiments 


reſpecting him. 

« Upon this promiſe your father re- 
lies ;. and this I hope will plead my excuſe 
for defiring him to withdraw. 

« Iam, notwithſtanding, firmly of opi- 


nion that the addreſs of Theodore would: 
reflect no diſgrace on your family; and he. 
likewiſe, at my earneſt entreaty,  ſhewed! 


me the letter you ſent this morning, and: 


explained the converſation you had with: 
him. 
© [:am therefore in an unpleaſant ſitu- 


ation; obliged to exert every endeavour” 
to keep him from your ſociety at a time: | 
Tres that: W 
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that I am confident you both have an 
unalterable attachment for each other; 
you will therefore oblige me by ſtating 
what plan I ought to purſue.” 


Auguſta replied by relating the cir- 


cumſtance of the letter, which forced a 


ſmile into his countenance ; and riſing 
from his chair, deſiręd a ſervant would ac- 
quaint Theodore he wiſhed to ſpeak with 
him. 

Theodore attended. 


_ * Oblige me with the letter,” ſaid So- 


| met * that you received this morning; ; 
1 poſitively muſt have it, as it releaſes me 


from my promiſe to Sir Charles.” 


_ Auguſta having joined in the requeſt, 


Theodore delivered it. 


« If the old gentleman,” reſumed So- 


mers, © will thus make love for his 


daughter, he maſt take the conſequences. 


I will 


I will keep the letter, leſt he ſhould dif- 

cover the friendly footing you are upon : 
and then I ſhall take the liberty of 
ſhewing it to him; it will give him a 
high idea of his profound penetration : 
at the ſame time I reſt perfectly ſatisfied 
in encouraging an acquaintance between 
you, from the high opinion I form of 
Theodore, and the corroborative proofs 
I have received of his teſtimony.” 

Somers ſhortly after having occaſion to 
leave them, and Mrs. Somers being en- 
gaged, Theodore requeſted if ſhe was at 
leifure to hear his ſtory which he had 
promiſed to relate. 

« I cannot now attend to any thing 
concerning it,“ replied Auguſta; “ and 
you will confer a fingular obligation in 
not making me acquainted with it, as 1 
am confident if Sir Charles were to reca- 

: 1 6 pitulate 


A: 


pitulate his ſuſpicion of you, I ſhould not 
be able to withhold the 3 of it 
from him.“ 

But this was not Auguſta's real mo- 
tive: ſhe was fearful of loſing the good 


opinion of Theodore. She knew that So- 


mers had not preſſed him on the ſubject; 
ſhe likewiſe recollected he had not offered 
to acquaint her with his family or con- 
neQtions, till ſhe had thrown out an un- 
favourable ſuſpicion concerning him. 
Her attending to it, therefore, would 
ſtrongly mark her want of confidence, 
and muſt ſerve to lefſen her in his eſti 


mation. 


3 Another, and a till more powerful rea- 


fon was, that it would appear as if it 
were a matter of conſequence to her in 
particular, and afford Theodore grounds to 
"oppoſe the was intereſted in the recital. 
Theodore 


Theodore entreated ſne would hearhim. 
Auguſta replied that ſhe had made up 
her mind. © I ſhall be proud,” conti- 
nued ſhe, to place you amongſt the 


number of my friends; and if you were 
to acquaint me with who you are, I could: 


do no more, while my father thinks pro- 


per to diſapprove.” 
Theodore, upon this poſitive denial;. 
permitted the ſecret to remain within his. 
own breaſt ; but endeavoured to improve 
every moment he was in her company by. 
expreſſing the ſtrength of his attach- 
ment, wiſhing, if poſſible, to acquire an 
anſwer from her that would gratify his- 
feelings, and giye eaſe to his heart ; but: 


Auguſta evaded his queſtions. 


Mrs. Somers now made her appearance, 


and teſtified the pleaſure ſhe received on. 
eins her at the lodge. Shortly after, 
Somers 
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thus engaged, Sir Charles, without ſend- | 


ing in his name, walked into the room. 
The firſt object that attracted his notice, 
was Theodore fitting on a chair next to 
his daughter. 5 

Theodore roſe on his bende and, 


bowing reſpe fully, left the apartment. 


Sir Charles then turning to Somers, 


cc How am I to account for this?“ ſaid 
he: © I relied on your promiſe that you 
would not permit my daughter to be 
_ inſulted with that fellow's company, and 
this is the way you keep your word, 

« When I gave you my promiſe,” re- 
plied Somers, 6 conceived that each 
Party bad pre-determined not to renew 


their acquaintance; and therefore con- 


cluded it would require no trouble on 


Tx my 


Somers likewiſe entered, and the conver. 
ſation became general. While they were 
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filling it. 

«* Excluſive of this, my promiſe was 
given conditionally, and was no longer 
binding upon me when you ſhould think 


proper to alter your mind, and although 
you might not intend to promote their 
acquaintance by diQtating a letter this 
morning, yet it has had that eftect, and 


ought to plead an excuſe for me, who 


am ready to take every advantage where 


the happineſs of an individual is at 
_ 1 

« I do not perfectly underſtand you,” 
replied Sir Charles,“ and ſhall therefore 
take it as a favour if you will oblige me 
with an explanation.” 
Somers produced the letters. © Here 
is a letter,” ſaid he, “from Theodore, 


promiſing 


my part, and that I ſhould not be called 


upon to wound my own feelings by ful- 


promiſing not to offend her for the future 
with his company or addreſſes. 


Ibis letter you compelled your daugh- 
ter to ſend back, requeſting him not to 


repeat ſo diſagreeable a ſubject, and de- 
olaring ſhe was not conſcious of having 
merited ſuch a conduct from him.” 

« Let. me ſee them,“ rejoined Sir 
Charles. 5 
Aye,“ continued he, „I ſee I have 


been fairly outwitted; but it ſhall be the 


3 laſt time they. ſhall ever be together. 


1 can find an excuſe for your con- 


duct on account of the high opinion 


you entertain of him; but you cannot 


eſtimate my feelings, and therefore muſt 
make allowances for me, if I take ef- 
fectual means to prevent a repetition of 


this.” , 


Somers endeavoured to ſoften his re- 
ſentment, 


ſentment, but Sir Charles was inflexible. 
J am going a little way on ſome bu» 
ſineſs, ſaid he, addrefling himſelf to 
Auguſta, “ and ſhall call for you on my 
return.“ 

Somers attended bim to the gate: — 
« You look on this buſineſs,” ſaid he, 
in too ſerious a light; you may rely on 
the diſcretion of Auguſta; ſhe will not 


give him any encouragement till he is 


able, by declaring himſelf, to gain = 
ſanction.“ 

« Yes, yes, ſhe is very difcreet,” re- 
Joined Sir Charles, © and has certainly 
outwitted me. I have no doubt but you 


have been enjoying a laugh at my ex- 


pence: ſhe will have no cauſe in future 


to call my penetration in queſtion.” 


Sir Charles now purſued his way N 


baving determined on the plan he in- 
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vered them together, and was conſider- 


ably ſtrengthened in his reſolution, when 
he found the ridiculous office he had ful- 


filled by ſending back the letter. 


He could eaſily pardon himſelf for the | 
error he committed, but could find no 


excuſe for Auguſta or Somers, who, he 


conſidered, ought to have informed him 


of it. 
When he reached his houſe, he ſearch- 


ed for and found the hand- bill, which 


offered a hundred pounds reward for the 


- apprehenſion of Theodore; and being a 
magiſtrate, he immediately ordered the 


attendance of two conſtables, who he 


took with him to the lodge. 

Auguſta was in the garden, in conver- 
ſation with Mrs. Somers, when ſhe be- 
held her father approaching with the 


two 


tended to purſue the moment he diſco- 


two men. It immediately occurring to 
her the buſineſs he was upon, ſhe haſten- 
ed to the houſe for the purpoſe of apprif 
ing Theodore. 

She had ſcarcely time to relate her 
fears, before Sir Charles and the two men 
made their appearance. 

Sir Charles ordered them to eine The- 
odore, and confine him in his houſe till 
they ſhould receive further inſtruQions, 

« Hold * cried Somers; © firſt let me 
know the meaning of this outrage.” 


« My conduct is ſtrictly legal,“ replied 


Sir Charles; © I have an undoubted au- 


thority to apprehend any man who paſſes 
under a borrowed name, and who can 
give no account of himſelf. But, waving 
that plea, here is a bill offering a reward 


for his apprehenſion. Can I, therefore, 


conſiſtent with my duty as a magiſtrate, 


ſuffer 


ſuffer him to remain at large ?—It is poſ. 
fible, had he not attempted to do me a 
ſerious injury, that I might have winked 


on it, and, for the reſpect I had for you, 
have permitted him to remain unmoleſt- 
ed; but you have forfeited my friendſhip: 


by encouraging him to proceed in a mat- 


ter that I ſtrictly forbid.” 


= It ſeems, then,” 5 rejoined Somers, 
« you make uſe of your authority for the 
purpoſe of gratifying a private reſent- 


| ment ; this, you muſt allow, is degrading 
| to a magiſtrate; and ſo far does it leſſen 
you in my eſtimation, that I cannot help 
adding, this is the firſt inſtance I ever 
met with, where a juſtice of the peace, 
in fulfilling his office, forgot to adopt the 


manners and conduct of a gentleman. 


« Theodore is under my protection, 
| and 1 will be anſwerable for his conduct. 
'Yow 
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You would act wiſely by ſending the men 

away, as I ſhall not ſubmit to 18 being 

taken from my houſe.” 
If Sir Charles,” ſaid Theodore, © will 


have the goodneſs to retire with me, 1 


will ſo far explain myſelf, as to ſhew him 
the impropriety of this ſtep.” 


: « ] want no explanation from you,” | 
eried Sir Charles: © I have not been a 


magiſtrate ſo many years, but I muſt be 


aware of the ſhuffling pretences made uſe 
of by vagabonds to avoid juſtice.” He 


then again repeated his order that the 
men would ſeize him. 
The men obeyed. 
J am not one of thoſe,” ſaid Somers, 
who can plead a juſtification for op- 
poſing the civil power; but when a ma- 
. giſtrate, for the profeſſed purpoſe of ſatiſ- 


fying a private pique, will wantonly de- 


vote 
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vote an individual to deſtruction, as 1 


conceive is the caſe in the preſent in- 
ſtance, it does become me to prevent it, 
and I will take the conſequences on my- 
FE elf,” - 

|: # Let whe foe,” cried Sir Charles, 


« who it is that dares to moleſt a magi- 


ſtrate in the exerciſe of his duty! 2” 


" Theodore,” ſaid Somers, 1 has been 


given up to his relations ſince the hand- 
| | bill was publiſhed, therefore I conſider it 
of no effect. He then rung the bell : 
> Defire,” faid he, «© every man ſervant 
J have to come here this inſtant.” 

The various ſervants entered. 


80 Now,” Ef continued Somers, 66 take 


thoſe two men (pointing to the ne 


| bles), and convey them to the outſide * 
my gate.“ n 
A ſcuffle eolued: Sir Charles was out- 


rageous, 


ſe 
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rageous, and aſſiſted the conſtables, who 


ſtill refuſed to relinquiſh Theodore. 
During this ſcene of confuſion a maid 


ſervant entered, and informed them Lord 


St. Aubin wiſhed to ſpeak with Mr. So- 


mers. 


« Heavens!” cried Theodore, 


father.” In an inſtant Lord St. Aubin, 


who was anxious to behold his ſon, enter- 
ed, followed by Lady St. Aubin, Sir Wil. 
liam Leſley, Clariſſa, and the two Free- 


mans. 


« Which is Theodore Somers?“ cried 
his lordſhip. 


« Where 1s Frederick st. Aubin, my 
fon! ?” exclaimed her ladyſhip. 


« Villains! unhand me!“ cried Theo- 


dore; and exerting his utmoſt ſtrength, 
extricated himſelf, and flew to the arms 


of 
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of bis mother, who nearly fainted through 
_ exceſs of joy. | 


Lord St. Aubin was highly enraged at 
the ſituation i in which he beheld his ſon 
| when he entered, and ſeizing one of the 
men by the collar, By what authority,” 


_ cried he, © did you dare to lay a finger on 
that young gentleman ?” 
Somers interpoſed, and aſſured him the 


* men were innocent * They acted,” ” ſaid 


ne, :coaient with orders they red 


from a magiſtrate ; here has been a miſ. 


take, every thing will now be rectified.” 
Sir William likewiſe interpoſed, and 

f his lordſhip was prevailed upon to relin- 

quiſh his hold. 

Sir Charles then defired the conſtable: 

to quit the room. 

Theodore now threw himſelf into the 


arms 
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arms of his father, who preſt him to his 
heart, while the tears of joy that ſtarted 


in his eyes teſtified the feelings of a pa- 


rent. 


Every one now ſpoke together; all 
was a ſcene of confuſed joy; in which 
each partook excepting Sir Charles, who 


felt aſhamed of the part he had been 


acting. 


Let me know,” ſaid Lord St. Aubin, 


e at whoſe inſtigation my ſon was being 


dragged like a common felon, that I may 


thank him as I ought. 0 


Somers again interpoſed, and alfred 
him there had been an error. 


Lord St. Aubin turned to Theodore, 


and repeated his enquiry. 


Theodore, who did not wiſh to create a 


miſunderſtanding between his father and 


Sir Charles, heſitated. 
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Sir Charles came forward, and attempt- 
. ed an apology, pleading in excuſe the 
leading circumſtances that had prompted 
him ſo to act. 
a] have heard, 5 . bis lordihip 
6 6 my ſon's attachment to your daugh- 
ter; but, if he will follow my advice, he 
will recolle& the indignant treatment he 
has met with, and no longer court the 
| honour of an alliance with your family.” 
Sir Charles conſidered this ex preſſion 
as an inſult, and therefore replied, © the 
family of St. Aubin would not be diſgrac- 
ed by ſuch an alliance, which he was as 


little deſirous of promoting as his lord- 
I 
Theodore interfered. © Permit me, 
my father,” ſaid he, © as the firſt requeſt 
| Lever had the power to make, that you 
Font OT will 


111 no 


ng affe 


« St 
ppear 
rer v 
dntinu 
both 
nſequ 
hap 
Lord 
, tur 


Ihe co 


nt. 
Un 
ind v 


t, I | 


duQ, 
ord; 
requ 


igne. 


_=. 


249 


ill not embitter the pleaſure this meet- 


ng affords me by any recrimination. 


« Sir Charles knew not who I was; I 
ppeared to him in the light of an adven- 


rer who inſulted his family. If you 
ntinue this argument, words will paſs 


both ſides that cannot be recalled, the 


ſequence of which will prove fatal to 
happineſs.” 
Lord St. Aubin, anxious to oblige his 
, turned to Sir Charles, and aſked him 


nt. | 
Undoubtedly,” replied Sir Charles; 
nd when you conſider me in the ſame 
Ft, I am confident you will excuſe my 
aud, and what has fallen from my lips.” 
ord St. Aubin now approached him, 
requeſted what was paſſed might be 
igned to oblivion. 


M2 Sir 


he could excuſe the haſty words of * 
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opinion of your judgment.“ 


„ Be aſſured, the happineſs I receivet 


244 diſp: 


Sir Charles readily aſſented: and then abil 
turning to Somers, „Mr. Somers,” fad fort 
will 


he, „I ſhall for the future have a hig 


ſayir 


The! 


Somers. thanked him: © I was conf 


S dent,” ſaid he, 1 young friend h; 5 
not deceived me.“ | | 3 
674 bs this Mr. Somers?” faig his lo . 
ſhip. En nts tectic 

- Somers bowed an alfa, 
Mr. Somers, * continued his lordfly Wt 
4 1 reverence your virtue and beney 
lence; accept the effuſions of a he 49) 
overflowing with gratitude ; you ha bb 
conjointly with others, by protecting . | 
ſon, preſerved the life of his father.” hk 
28 1 ſincerely thank your lordſhip "EE 
your good © opinion,” replied Sou. 


the ſociety of your ſon, whoſe ami: 
_ difpolit 


” 


diſpoſition is infinitely above what I have 


abilities to relate, has amply repaid me 


. for the trifling aſſiſtance I rendered. You 
; will therefore materially oblige me by 
9 


laying nothing further on the ſubjeCt. 
Then turning to Clariſſa, who he now for 


Ipleaſure of beholding you under my 


tection without fearing the cenſure of the 


world; Heaven has reſtored my Louiſa 


by being deprived of Theodore.” 


ſit 


the firſt time diſcovered, © Is it poſhble,” 


cried he, © that I have once more the 


roof! You may now accept of my pro- 


to me: Mrs. Somers will be proud of 
your ſociety, and you will in ſome mea- 


ſure compenſate for the loſs I ſhall ſuſtain 


« My dear friend,” ſaid Clariſſa, tak- 
ing his hand, „I know not how I ſhall 
find words to relate the joyful occurrence 
that has taken place ſince laſt we were to- 


„ gether. 
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gether. I have gained a protector in $i 


William Lefley, my father.“ " 
| Clarifſa was proceeding to thank hin G 
for his offer, but Somers ſtood loft in aſto : 
niſhment. 
Freeman came forward and explained; , 
after which Sir William approached, and 5 
with the affection of a friend, prompt. : 
ed by the feelings of a parent, thanked 
him for the kindneſs he had manifeſted ta : 
bis daughter. N =» q 
ons Oblige me,” cried Somers, inter- 1 
rupting him, “ by ſaying nothing further Y 
on the ſubject. But permit me to con- h 
gratulate you both on this happy and un. 
expected event.“ = 
= SOmers next introduced Mrs, Somers | 4 


and afterwards Auguſta; ſhe was butfj 


in a plain morning dreſs, yet was he! F 
95 n, ſufficiently conſpicuous, and more 
particular 


247 
particularly at this time, as it was height- 
ened by the modeſt bluſh occaſioned by 
the uncommon attention paid her by his 
lordſhip, who came forward, and taking 
her hand, Frederick,” faid he, © you 
_ ought to rejoice in your misfortunes, ſince 
it has thus conducted you to happineſs. 
So truly amiable does this young lady ap- 


pear, that I am neceſſitated to become a 


ſuitor in your behalf to Sir Charles, and 
ſhould he agree to my requeſt, I ſhall 
have found two children inſtead of one, 
as I already feel a parent's affection for 

her.“ 5 5 
I ſhall certainly,” rejoined Sir Charles, 
* endeavour to promote the happineſs of 
all parties, at leaſt as far as my conſent 
will be the means ; but I cannot anſwer 


for Auguſta, 
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Frederick muſt ſpeak with her con- w 
cerning it. 55 C 
And now, Edward,” continued he, MW © 


turning to his nephew, © permit me to 
congratulate you on having found Clariſſa, N q: 


for whoſe ſafety you appeared fo anxious. E. 
If I may judge from the pleaſure there 

appears in your countenance, her having dc 
diſcovered a father is not a barrier to bi 


your happineſs; and if ſo, I ſhall be the th 
firſt to rejoice in it.” 5 W in 

« I afſure you,” rejoined Sir William, vo 
.* ſo far from being a barrier, I ſhall be de 
both proud and happy in promoting it; th 
"confident that by ſo doing, I fludy the tn 


future welfare and felicity of my daugh- WW me 
Aer. ö, 5 no 
Somers now requeſted their company th; 


to dinner, which invitation they accepted. 
= After 


bo : 


wiſhed to have ſome converſation with 


After they had dined, Auguſta, who 


Clariſſa, drew her from the company and 
ſtrolled into the garden. 

They had not been gone more than a 
quarter of an hour before Theodore and 
Edward followed. 

Lord St. Aubin, who had viſited Olic 
down lodge for the purpoſe of claiming 
his ſon, and who had material buſineſs 
that would require his attention ſhortly 
in London, thought this would be a fa- 
vourable opportunity of expediting Fre- 
derick's wiſhes relative to Auguſta, and 
therefore obſerved to Sir Charles, that as 
there appeared to be an unity of ſenti- 
ment between their children, they could 
not too ſoon ſettle the terms on which 
their happineſs was to be completed. 


. Sir 


Sir Charles replied, by ſtating the for- 
tune he ſhould beſtow on Auguſta, and 


the jointure he ſhould expect her to have 
in return. 

Somers, thinking his company would 
be an intruſion, apologiſed for leaving 
them, and went in purſuit of the abſent 
party. 

He ſhortly diſcovered Theile FRY 
Auguſta __ by themſelves in an al- 
Cove. 
Theodore called to him : « Mr. So- 
mers,“ ſaid he, I muſt treſpaſs further 
on your generoſity, by requeſting you 
will plead with Miſs Freeman in my 
behalf; L cannot prevail on her to fa- 
vour me with a definitive anſwer.” 

7 How is this?“ ſaid Somers, addreſi- 
ing himſelf to Auguſta ; „have you for- 


got 


got the uſeful leſſon I once taught you, 


that Few and fleeting are the mo- | 


ments allotted for happineſs in this life,” 
&c.; but if you have, I fill remember 


what you once informed me reſpeRting. 


your ſentiments of Theodore, and, to 
ſave you from the trouble of confeſſion, 
L will rehearſe it. 


55 


1 Somers, 


I repoſed i in you,” 


« Perhaps,” reſumed Somers, * you 


conceive the moments of courtſhip ſo 
pleaſant, they ought to be extended to. 
their utmoſt limits; but, rely upon my 
word, when Theodore takes upon himſelf 


the character of a huſband, he will not 
forget the lover; his affection, being 


firmly rooted, will always continue the 


5 | ſame; 


rejoined Auguſta,. 
you ſhould not betray the confidence 
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ſame: therefore, upon my recommend- 
ation, oblige him with a candid an- 
ſwer.” 


« 


Freeman and Clariſſa Joining them at 


this time, and having heard a part of 


what had fallen from the lips of Somers, 


How ſingular is this!” ſaid Freeman; 


e my couſin was nearly expiring in the 


abſence of Theodore, and now he courts 


her acceptance, ſhe appears to decline the 
offer; but I will foon ſettle this difficult 


buſineſs.” Then taking her hand, and 
. placing it in Theodore's, Let me now 


59 


ſee,” continued he, i you have the 
cruelty to withdraw it. 
Theodore preſſed her band, which 


preſſure Auguſta returned. 


« If I were ever ſo Ga to recede,” 


ſaid ſhe, © | find it would be impoſſible, 


and 


cc 


and therefore muſt ſubmit to imperious 
neceſſity.” 

« To the dictates of your heart,” rejoin- 
ed Freeman; © a heart which, you have 


frequently declared, glows with an ani- 


mated affection for him.“ 
« To this aſſertion,” rejoined Clariſſa, 
I can bear teſtimony.” -if ö 
Theodore,“ ſaid Auguſta, I muſt ! 
really fly to you for protection, as they 


by betraying my confidence, produce a | 
bluſh upon my cheek ; therefore, to end 


the diſpute, think what you would have | 
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me to ſay, and conclude it uttered.” 
Theodore now claſped her in his arms, 
while his eyes teſtified the complete "Pr 
pineſs he enjoyed. 
At this junckure, Lord St. Aubin and 
Sir Charles approached. 
I] _—” ſaid Freeman, addreſſing 
himſelf 


himſelf to Sir Charles, © been prevailing 


with Auguſta to __ the hand of The. 


odore.“ 


& you did not find it an arduous under- 
taking. It has, however, relieved me 


from the neceſſity of inveſtigating her ſen- 
timents, and therefore, as his lordſhip has 
agreed with me concerning the prelimi- 


maries, I ſhall. complete their happineſs.” 


Then taking the hand of Auguſta, pre- 


ſented her to Theodore, at the ſame time 


aſſuring him, the pleaſure it afforded was 


more than he could. find words to ex- 


preſs. 


Lord St.. Aubin, who had witneſſed 


this ſcene, propoſed, as he had: almoſt 


| an immediate occaſion: to viſit London, 
that the ceremony ſhould be performed. 


at the expiration of two days; and, as 


« Tam of e opinion, meine Sir Charles, ; 


Auguſta 


it his hearty concurrence. 

Shortly after adjourning to the bouſe, 
they acquainted Sir William of their de- 
termination; who, in return, at the in— 


ſtigation of Somers, propoſed the ſame 5 


- day for ſurrendering Clariſſa to Edward. 


When the evening approached, Sir 
Charles invited his brother and nephew, 


together with Sir William and his daugh- 
ter, to his houſe ; requeſting they would. 


take up their reſidence with him during 


their ſtay in the country; and Somers en- 


treated Lord and Lady St. Aubin to re- 
main at Cliffdown- lodge, in company with 


their ſon. 


On the Gllowing day Sir Thomas as 
Lady Blandford arrived, in company 
with Mr. Bridport, who had entered on 


the 


Auguſta made eddy, Sir Charles __ 3 | 
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the Ng beltped- on him wo Sir 
Charles. 


Somers expreſſed his pleaſure on their 


arrival, and introduced Theodore to Sir 


Thomas 1 in his real character. 


The period having approached that 


| . was to put 'Theodore in poſſeſſion of Au- 
guſta, and Edward in the poſſeſon of 
Clariſſa, Mr. Bridport was called Upon to 
perform the ſacred office. 

Eord and Lady St. Aubin remained 
with Somers for two or three days, and, 
at the requeſt of Sir Charles, conſented 
that Theodore and Auguſta ſhould remade 
with him for a few weeks. 

Having taken an affeQionate leave of 
Somers, his lordſhip with Ladys St. Aubin 


x (+. 


returned to London. 


Freeman 


Sir William Lelloy attended the RM 


te 


cc 


Freeman to his hauſe, in company with 
Clariſſa and Edward. 


Sir Thomas took leave of Somers; but 
recollecting the fate of Mrs. Bentley, he 
ordered a tomb to be erected over her 
grave; a mark of reſpect, which ſerved 
more as a monument that reminded him 


of his folly, than to perpetuate the me- 


mory of the almoſt unknown character 


over whom it was raiſed. 


Mrs. Sternhold, in company with her 
huſband, paid a viſit to Somers, and felt 
more pleafure in her reconciliation than 


it was poſſible ſhe could enjoy 57 perpe- 


tuating her inveteracy. 

Morris, who had acted upon the prin- 
ciple ſuggeſted by Lord St. Aubin, and 
who had informed Sir William his daugh- 


ter was dead, thinking thereby that his 
conduct would eſcape inveſtigation, and 
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that he ſhould be able to preſerve his 


. friendſhip, which he ſtood much in need 


of, having heard Sir William had diſco- 
vered Clariſſa, never after made his ap- 
pang - 

Mr. St. Aubin delivered. a fair ſtate- 


ment to his lordſhip of all the monics 


he had received, and nnn with 
him to a fraction. 


Lord St. Aubin forgave bis paſt con- 
duct, and invited him to his houſe ; yet 


ſuch was the ſhame St. Aubin endured, 
ariſing from conſcious guilt, that not all 


the entreaties of his brother could pre- 
vail on him to accept the invitation. 
Iſaac Solomon refuſed any gratuity for 


the fervices. he had rendered to Theo- 


dore. 
Lord St. Aubin made uſe of every en- 
treaty, 
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treaty, and declared, that as he had loſt 
ſo valuable an employer as Mr. St. Au- 


bin, he ought in return to- accept of 


| ſome compenſation in lieu of it. 


To which the Jew replied, that he 


had merely courted the cuſtom and con- 
neCtion of St, Aubin as it afforded him 


an opportunity of ſerving his lordſhip; | 


_ 


that having now no further occaſion ſo 


to do, he ſhould have relinquiſhed his | 
employ had it not been withdrawn from | 5 


him; and therefore his lordſhip was by 
no means indebted for the loſs he ſuſ- 


tained. 


Theodore made every apology to the 
| Jew for the unworthy ſufpicions he en- 
tertained of him, and explained the 
cauſes from whence thoſe ſuſpicions a- 
The 
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The Jew declared there was -no_occa- 

ſion for an apology, as his conjeCture was 

the natural reſult of the nde he daily 

witneſſed, _ 

Theodore in return preſented him with 
a ring, in token of the high eſtimation 
in which he held him, and the grateful 
remembiance be ſhould ever retain of his 
ſervices, | 

„Having thus me "ited Theodore to 
is parents, end Clariſſa to her father, 

and; Fw HRS hap piby-janitel to the ob- 
jects of their choice 
Having brought Sir Thomas to a ſenſe. 
| of. his duty, and conducted him to her 
l who alone could render him happy :— 
And having alfo reſtored the woe-worn 
Somers to that felicity he languiſhed for, 

but which he had been ſo unjuſtly de- 

prived | 
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prived of: —I ſhall leave them to the en- 
joyment of that domeſtic comfort, to | 
which I think them ſo eminently en- 
titled 


FINIS. 


T. Daviſon, 
Whitefriars. 
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